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I'JIABA 1

— Hert! Tonbko He cerognsi! CerogHst s yctan. CeromHst Mol
ycranu! IMpaBma, Tumon?

TumMoH — 3TO Moit APYT. BBEITH MOMM APYroM — 3TO HE IIyTKa.
DTO TSKKUI TPYA U TToueTHas1 00s13aHHOCTh. [Touemy? [la Kak Bam
cKazaThb?..

Hy Bot! ITonpobyem Tak: s cHauas1a ObLT OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.
IToTom oka3aioch, YTO HE COBCEM OOBIUHBIM. A €llle M03Ke BhIsIC-
HUJIOCH, YTO 1 YeJIOBEKOM-TO s He 0bu1. Hy, Tak cioxuimock. Pa3Be
s BAHOBAT, YTO MEHS yTopa3auiio IpakoHoM ctaTh? Tak TUMOH Bce
9TO MepeHec U MOUM JIPYToM ObITh He mepecTa. A 3To, 51 BaM cKa-
Ky, HeripocTo. [IpaBaa, g mpenmnounTar IMpeObIBaTh B OCHOBHOM B
unocracu yesobeka. Ho mHorma mpuxoamiock obopaunBaThes. Ja.

Mpl ycTano cunenu B 6eceake B OXKMIAHUM CHUTHAJa Ha YXKUH.
Hatpyxennsle Horu rymenn. Hamm mperromaBaTeib OOEBBIX HC-
kyccTB barpan CkuTtasel yctpousa HaM ¢ TUMOHOM Oer 1o nepece-
YEHHOU MECTHOCTH...

M-na! 3aber emre ToT moydmiics. S ke TOJTbKO ITOMOYb XOTe!
Hy, Hukak He 3aropajcsi OoroHeK IoJ Typoukoii ¢ Kode y barpaHa.
OH 0BT OYeHb OOJIBIINM TMOKJIOHHMKOM 3TOTO HAIMUTKA, PELenT
KOTOPOI'0 €My KTO-TO TIpUBE3 U3 peaibHOCTU 3eMJis. S pern no-
Moub. Becero-to! 3amycTun noa Typouky nysibcapuuk. HebGonbioit,
Ho 60eBoii. [Tepemyran ¢ paitepom. Hy na! Becw arperar s rmpuro-
ToBJIeHUs1 Kode pasHecao. To, UYTO MPEATIONOXUTETHHO TOTOBU-
JIOCh KaK Ko(e, oKazanoch Ha JIMlie Hallero rnpemnoaa. M 6exathb Obl
MHE OgHOMY, HO TMMOH HENPWINIHO I'POMKO 3apxai. ITostomy
3a0er MPUILLJIOCh COBEpIIATh B €ro KOMITaHWU. barpaH ObuT Hem10-
XUM OETYHOM M MpecieaoBal Hac 0YeHb HACTOMUMBO U 10JIT0. Y0e-
JKaTh-TO HAM yIaJioCh, MBI BCce-TaKu MoJjioxe. Ho BOT o mpeacTosi-
IIEM CBUIAHWK Ha 3aHATUSX 1 0e3 CONpOraHus AyMaTh HE MOT.

5



Yro-TO Beperaliee, 3eJICHOBAaTOE M KPYIJIOEe BHE3AITHO IIPOJIe-
TeJI0 HaJ KPOHAMU JIEPEBBbEB U C ITYMOM YXHYJIO B KYCTHI CUPCHH Y
MPEJIECTHOIO XEeJITOro TOMUKA.

DT0 He Halll AoM. Halil 3e/ieHbIi ¥ CTOUT MO PACKUAUCTHIM Iy-
0OM Ha BepIIMHE HEOOJIBIIIOTO X0IMa. A JKEITHI HAXOAUTCS Y IO~
HOXMS 3TOTO XoiMa. M KMBYT B HEM ABE IEBYIIKU. MexXmy mpo-
YUM, HaIW moapyru: 'apuaiabs n Apanrta. KiaccHable neBuonku! Hy
U 4yTo, uyTo 'apuanb — aabduiika, a ApaHTta — Bamnupiia. Y Hac B
IIIxosne u He Takoe ObIBaI0. XOT... MOXET, U He ObIBAJIO.

— YT0 310 66UT0? — TUMOH HANIPSKEHHO BCMATPUBAJICI B CH-
pPEHb y XeJITOTO JOMHUKA.

— OTKyzma MHe 3HaTh? — TTOXKaUT ST TIJICYaMU.

— Tebe mo0XeHO, Thl APaKOH, — Tpodypyaa TUMOH.

— Ipekpatu! — momnpocun 1. — Hy, He paccumTan. XoTenr mo-
Moub. M He Hajo ObLIO TaK TPOMKO CMESIThCS!

— Bu1 Bugenun?! — M3-3a nepeBbeB BHIILIBUT JOBOJILHbBINM COOOM
Tposutb. — Kaxk oH nmoneten! Kak moseren! A Beap 51 B MOJIHYIO CUITY
He OuJ. Tak, oTMaxHyJICSI HMaJULe.

— Thl uTo 3TO0 Aenaemb?! — M3 KycTOB cUpeHU BbIKapaOKascs
PBDKUMI TTApeHEK W CBUPETIO YCTAaBUIICS Ha TPOJIIsd. — S 3Ke MpOCHIT;
He co Bceil aypu!

— Ecimm 611 51 co Bceit, TO ThI OBI ellie JIeTesn! — MOoyYUTENIbHO
MpoOacuy TPOJLIb.

DTO TOXe HaIllM APY3bsi: Tposib TapTak n Kepect. Kepect —
MEJKUI pbXKMIA Mar 1nisiToro ypoBHs [dapa. Ho korga oH Kosmyer,
PSIIOM C HUM PUCKYIOT OCTaBaThCs TOJIBKO Marv BHe ypoBHeii. M To
s HEe pyJaroch 3a UX 3M0POBhe. Bo BcssKoM citydae, s, XOTh M Mar BHE
YPOBHEM, HAXOIUTHCS OJIM3KO K HEMY B 3TU MUHYTHI HE PeIlIaioch.

Taptak — tposb. Ja-ga! Camblii HACTOSIILMI TOPHBIN TPOJLIb B
paciBeTe CHJI M KpacoThl. Bo BcsKoM cirydae, OH Tak yTBep:KaaeT, U
CIIOPUTH C HUM MHE IToYeMy-TO He xouyeTcsa. HaBepHoe, moTomy,
yTto y TapTaka Bcerma mmom pyKoii ero maauna. Huaero ocodeHHOTO.
I[TpuMepHO KMTOTpaMMOB IBallaTh — IBAILATh ITITh BecoM. M oH
3TOM TaJULIEN YMEET OYEHD JIOBKO OPYI0OBATh.

— 51 ke ToJIbKO XOTes MonpoOoBaTh, KAK MO KOKOH 3all[UThI
IEePKUT yIap, — MoxaaoBajicsa HaM 2KepecT. — A OH Ka-aK Iapax-
Hy1! MeHs ka-ak nmoHecyio! CMOTplo, a 51 y>Ke B JOMUK JIeBOYEK Jie-
yy. d xpuuy: «TapTak, Tbl YTO AeJiaellib?»
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— Kro moBpenun cupens? — Ilepen Hamu, cepauTo moadoue-
HsICb, cTosuta ['apuanb. XOoTh OHA ObLIa U cepauTa, HO BCE PaBHO
KpacuBasg. BoH TUMOH yXe pacIUIbLICS B CYACTJIUBOM YJIBIOKE.
Bno6nen no yum.

— Tebe MepeuncUTh BCeX ACHCTBYIONINX JIUIL MU XBaTUT O~
HOM XKepTBbI? — IMOMHTEPECOBAJICS S.

— He 3a0bIBaii 1 000 MHE, — MYpJBIKHYJIA HajJ MOUM YXOM
ApaHTa. —  TOXXe OUeHb pacCTpoeHa MOBPEKACHHBIMU KYCTUKAMMU.
MHe 3a O11b 06maHO. OHa TaK cTapaTesIbHO UX BBIXaKWBAJIa, a TYT...

— HecuacrtHblii ciydaii, — aBTOPUTETHO 3asiBUI Taprak. —
HMHuaye Ha3BaTh He Mory. A B Ballly cupeHb He Leaucs. Ee MHe oT
MOETO IoMa M He BUIHO BoBce. A ke Apyry momous xoteit. Hy, mpu-
3Halo, ynap He ToT ObuUl. Ha uznere momait.

— Ynap He ToT 6611?! — B3BBLT KepecT. — A eciiu 661 TOT? Kyna
MEHsI 3aHecJIo OBI Torma?

Taprak mouecas 3aTbUIOK U BBIHYXKIIEH ObLT MPU3HATh:

— He 3Harw, HO naneko.

— Bot u 6un 051 ganeko! — ckasama ApaHTa, moaxons K ['apu-
31b. — A HaM Terepb MPUAETCS KYCThI JICUNTb.

— Hy, g Xe roBopuja, 4To OHU BC€ 3[eCh! — TOPKECTBYIOIIE
JIOHECIIOCh 13 JIeca.

Ara! BoT 1 HenmocTarolue WieHbl Haleid Tpynmnbel. Moputa u
oparbs an e, Pynoc u Xapoc. Bee B coope. Yero B 00111eM-TO 1
CJICIIOBAJIO OKUIATh.

Mpbl — 370 rpynna 6oeBbix MaroB. BepHee, Oymyiiux 60eBbIX
maroB. Ho MBI yke CTOJIbKO BMeCTe MEPEHeCIn U U3 TaKUX Iepe-
JIPSIT BBRIXOOWJIM, UTO YKe ceiiuac MOXKeM CKasaTh: MBI KOMaH/a.

M BoT 3Ta KOMaHAa OKKYIMMpPOBajia OecenKy, Hallle U3JI00IeH-
Hoe MecTo cbopa. Pacronoxuiuck, KTo rae Joouil u Mor. XKepecr
BOH cpa3zy Ha jay0 nosne3. EmMy tam, Buaurte i, ynooHo. Taprak Ha
TpaBke ycrpouics. Hy, He moMeniaercs oH B 6ecenke, 1a U cCKame-
€YK TaM XJIUIKOBATHIC.

A mocmoTpen Ha pedsat. Takue Bce pa3Hble, HO B TO K€ BpeMsl
4TO-TO OOIIee y Hac ecTh. M Kak aTo monydaercs? M uro s 3Haio o
Hux? Kak oHM Bce OKa3alnch TYT TaK yIadyHO?

— XKepect! — 4 moaHsI ToJIOBY, BEBICMaTpUBasi 3TO PhIKee YyI0
cpenu BetBeii. — Cnasn! Bompoc y MeHS K TeOe ecTh.

— Yero? — Cpemm BeTOK 3amreiiecteno, M 2KepecT MSTKO
CIIPBITHYJT Ha 3eMJTIO.



— Kaxk To1 croma moman? S mmero B Buay B IlIkomy. Pacckaxkmu!

— OH Tebe ceifyac pacckaxeT! — CKENTUYECKU XMBIKHYJT Tu-
MOH.

— Hy, no yxuHa eiie ectb BpeMsi, — 3ametus Taprak. — Ilyctb
pacckaxer.

— A 9TO UTO, AEHCTBUTENIbHO MHTEPECHO? — HEIOBEPYUBO
ycTaBwics Ha Hac XKepecT.

— Ouenb! — 3asgBuia Mopura. — [laBaii-gaBaii!

— JlagHo! — HeoxuaaHHO Jerko cornacuics XKepecr. — Torga
clIyliaure.

U3 20podckux mpywo6. Hemopus 2Kepecma

— A-a-a! Ykpanu!..

— Jlepxwu Bopa! Hepxwu!..

— Bon oH, Bon! Perkmii!..

MasbumiliKa ¢ OTHEHHO-PbIKE! LIEeBeJTI0POii MUaJICs MO YIIULIE,
JIOBKO YBOPAUYMBAsICh OT MBITAIOIINUXCSI CXBAaTUTh ero pyK. Botr oH
3alleNUI JePeBSIHHBIN JTIOTOK YJAMYHOI TOPrOBKU, U C HEro ¢ Apod-
HBIM CTYKOM ITOCBHINAJMCh SIOJIOKM TTOA HOTW TIpecienoBaTeseid.
MasbuiIlKa TOTHBIPHYI IO JIOKOTh MYKMUKa, ITOIBITABIIETOCS
€ro 3anepxarb, U IPOCKOYUII [TEPE KapeToid, IPOABUIaBLLIEICS 110
yinouke. KoOHb ¢ TPOMKUM p:KaHUEM B3BUJICS Ha IbIOBI, MOJIOTS T10
BO3MYXY MEePEeIHUMU KOIbITAMU.

Bopuiiika, mogoOHo 3aiiily, HeTisisl, CKakKa Mo YJIULEe U HEOXU-
JJAaHHO HBIPHYJ B MOABOPOTHIO, BEAYIIYIO B CIOXKHOE TeperuieTeHre
CMEXXHBIX IBOPOB 1 IBOPUKOB. OTIIMYHO 3HasI BCE 3ACIIHME JaOMPHH-
ThbI, MAJIBYMILIKA YK€ MOT B3JIOXHYTh crioKoiiHee. Crofia aaxe 100JecT-
HbIE TIPEICTABUTEIMN CTPAKU HE PUCKOBAIA 3aXOAUTh. DTO OBLIO ca-
Moe ceprle TIPecTYITHOTro (pyHmaTa, 000CHOBaBIIErocs B XayHmape.

3abexaB B OAWH U3 JIBOPUKOB, PhIXKUI OepexXHO J0CTal U3-3a
Ta3yXu CBOIO NOOBIYY — JJIMHHBIN YePHBINA KOIIeab. OH BCTPSIXHYII
1M B BO3/IYX€ U CUACTJIMBO YJIbIOHYJICS, YCbIIIAB 3BOH HAXOASLIIUX~
cs B HeM MoHeT. borarast moosryal

Perxme BOJIOCHI, 3ejIcHBIC IIa3a W XyOoluaBasi (MTypKa BEYHO
HeIoeNalolIero HUIEero Bopa — BOT YTo oTjanyaio XKepecta. Matb,
W3HYpPeHHAsT HETIOCUJIbHOM paboToi, TOOOSIMM MyXKa W HHUIIETOIA,
yMepJa, Korja MajJbuMIIKe e1Ba UCIOJHUIOCH ceMb jeT. OTel He

8



0c000 OecroKOMICSI O BOCIIMTAaHUU ChiHA. BepHee, OH coBceM O
HeM He 0eCIIOKOWMJICS, 03a00UEeHHBIN BEUHBIMH TTOMCKAMU BBITTNB-
k1. OOBIYHO OH e¢ HaXOIWJI U BaJISIJICS TIe-HUOYIb MEPTBELIKH IThsI-
HbIli. OcTaBanoch 3arajkoii, Kak elle OH He 3aMep3 B OHY U3 MO-
PO3HBIX 3UMHUX HOYEH 1 BOOOIIIEe HEe CTMHYJI B TPYII00aX, TTOI00HO
TBICSYaM APYTUX TaKUX Xe.

KepecT ocTOpoKHO OTKPBUIT KOILIEIb U BBITPSIXHYJ Ha Jag0Hb
conepxkumoe. Oro! Heckonbko 30710ThIX MOHET! [la 3TO ke camoe
HacTosee 6oratcTBo! M OyneT yeM pacriaTUThCS ¢ TpodyHIepoM
XopctoM. TOT yxKe HeCKOJIbKO pa3 BbLiaBjInBall ZKepecta 1 u3ouBa
ero, Tpeoys AeaUThbCsl ¢ HUM no0biueit. Hy He ObL10 10ObIYM 10 CUX
nop. He Besno XKepecty ¢ nodbIueii.

KepecT 11000BHO cChINaJl I€HbI'M OOPAaTHO B KOLIEb U MOKaval
ero Ha JjanoHu. BHe3arHo 13-3a ero rJieya BEIHbIPHYJIA TPsI3HAs py-
Ka u yxBatuja XKepectoBy m00bI4y. MajbuMilKa BO3MYILIEHHO
B3BbLI, BLIENUBIIUCH B cBoe n100po. ZKecTKasl 3aTpellMHa, ITOTOM
BTOpast 3aCTaBUJIN €r0 OTIIYCTUTD KOIIETb.

— To-To xe, meHoK! — yaoBIeTBOPEHHO OYpKHYII OoTel]. — A TO
Moy B3s11: Bce cebe! A 00 otiie u He moayMmall. A Tebs mopoaua —
oTpabaTbiBaii!

— Ortpait! — 2KepecT 4yTh He makaja. — MHe ¢ TpodyHAEpOM
HaJ0 pacCuMTaTbhCS.

— Ente noGyaenis! — oTMaxHysCsl OTell, HanmpaBisisiCh K OJIM-
XKaitemy Kabaky. — MHe Hago ropjio mpoMouuTh. OHO y MEHS IBa
ITHS KaK CyX0e, BOH YK€ pacTpecKajaocCh ITOIN.

Kepect, misiasa eMy Belienl, pacTUpall 3/ble CJie3bl, KaTUBLIUECS
MO IIEKaM.

— Jla, Xu3Hb HeJerkas 1TykKa! — pa3gaaoch HeToAaneKy.

Kepect pe3ko odepHyIcs Ha Tostoc. Cpenu CTpaHHOI MeIlIaHM -
HBI TPSTIOK M JePeBSIIeK ycTpauBayics cTapblii [1pu3MoH.

Ha, oH ObLT o4eHb cTap, 3ToT IlpusmoH. Cenasi HeyxoKeHHast
Obopomna Tpsciaach, Kak TPSICIUCh U PyKu. Ho B3MIsia BBILIBETIIIUX
rna3 o1 octep. M ym ero He ObL1 3aTymMaHeH. [loroBapuBanu, 4To
OH J1aXXe C Marueil 3HaKOM.

Tax 210 6bLT0 WM Bpasiu Jtoau, HO I1pru3MoHa omnacaiauch Tpo-
ratb. [axe, HAoOOPOT, MOAKAPMIMBAIU. A OH IPOCHKMBAI B
CBOEM THE3[Ie U3 TPSAIIOK U IePEBSIIEK LEeTBIMU THIMU 3UMOI 1 Jie-
TOM, C TOI JIUIIb pa3HULIEN, YTO B X0J10/1a TTepe] HUM AbIMUIICS €1le
U MaJIeHbKUI KOCTEPOK.



— TwsI 0c000 He paccTpamBaiicsi, — MPOIOIKIII TEM BpeMeHEM
ITpusmon. — Tyt Benpb Kak. He 3Hae1b, riue Halaenb, a T U IOTe-
psIeIlIb.

— D710 ThI 0 YeM? — crnpocui 2ZKepecT U IIMBITHYJI HOCOM.

— A BOT ceituac yBuauiib. — [1pr3MOH HEOPEXHO MaxHYJ py-
KO B CTOPOHY ITMTEHHOTO 3aBEACHUS, B KOTOPOM CKPBIJICS OTell.

Kepect HeBOTLHO KUHYJ Ty[a B3I U OBICTPO 3aJIe3 3a TPYLY
xsama. [Tepen BXogoM B KabaK CTOsLT O(pULIEp CTPaKU, 3aJI0KUB Py-
KU 3a CITUHY 1 TTOKAaYMBasICh C HOCKA Ha IIATKY. BHYTpH 3aBeneHus
VK€ pa3iaBajicsl KaKoW-TO MOA03PUTENbHBIN 1IyM. BOT OH cTal eliie
rpoMue, 1 TTOSIBUJIVCH TBOE CTPAXKHUKOB, KOTOPBIE TAIIIMIIN YITHpa-
JoIeTrocs OTIIa, 3aJJOMUB €My PYKM 3a CIMHY. TpeTnit CTpaxkHUK
TOPXKECTBEHHO BHIIIIAarMBaJI 32 HUMHU, HECST Ha BBITSIHYTOM PyKe 3710~
TOJIYYHBI KOILLIEJIb.

— Ara! — yaoBJIeTBOPeHHO MpousHec opuiep. — Pookuii. To-
JIBKO OH Bpofe OBl KaK IoMeIbue ObLI, KOTHa yaupa.

— BDT10 He 9! — MPOXPHUTIIENT OTell, TBITAsSICh BHIPBATHCS.

— Ho xowens TOT ke, — He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha BBIKPUKU
MIBSTHUIIBI, TIPOIOJIKA OUIlep. — 3HAYNUT, KAMCHOJIOMHM TEOST MC-
npaBsT. Hy, aTo eciiv He U3noxHeIIb 40 Toro. Tauure ero 3a MHOI!
A THI Komesab crpsab! YTo THI €ro Ha camMmoM Buay Hocullb? Ecim
MBI TTOMMaJIM BOpa, TO 3TO HE 03HAYACT, UTO KOIIEb OBIT IIPU HEM.
BepHee, uTo JeHBIM B KOlllejie COXpaHWINCh. [ToHsn?

Tpetnii cTpaxkHUK OBICTPO 3aITMXaJT KOIIEIh B KApMaH U, BBITSI-
HYBILIKCH, OTAAJT YECTh.

— To-To xke!

Odunep pa3BepHYJICS M BaXKHO IBUHYIICS K BEIXOIY U3 TIEpeyI-
Ka. 3a HUM, Tallla OTlia, 3allarajo U ero COrpoBOXIECHHUE.

— BoT uMeHHO 00 3TOM $I U rOBOpUJI, — HEIPOMKO cKazail
ITpusmon, obpaiasich K 2KepecTy, 0OCTOPOXKHO BBITJISIABIBABILIEMY
13 CBOETO YKPBITHSI.

— Hy 781, cTapuk, maemb! — 2KepecT gaxke BOCTOPKEHHO I10-
KPYyTWI rojoBoii. — OTKyZ#a Tbl 3HaJl, YTO Tak Oyner?

— A 4, CBIHOK, MHOTO Yero 3Haio, — XMbIKHYJ [Tpu3MoH. — ThI
cebe 1 MpeACTaBUTh HE MOXEIb, CKOJIBKO S 3HAIO.

— Tak aT0 npaBaa, uto ropopsatr? — Kepect nogouen K [Mpusz-
MOHY U TIPHUCENI Ha KOPTOUKHU PSIOM ¢ HUM. — YTO THI Bpone KakK K
KOJIIYHaM OTHOIIEHWE MMEEIb?
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— Hymaii, 9T0 TOBOPHIITE! — MPUKPUKHYI Ha HeTo [1pu3mMoH. —
Kabsbl 51 konmyHoM ObLI, pa3Be s TyT Obl cuaea? Bot oHu, TeMHbIe
IyIIN, YCTPanuBaThCsl yMEIOT!

[NeganpHO KMBHYB, [IpM3MOH OIYCTHII TOJIOBY Ha TPYAb, BUIM-
MO, pa3ayMbiBasi 00 YMEHMU TEMHBIX MaroB YCTPOMUThCS B 3TOM
KU3HU.

— A 4yero xe Thl TYT CUAMILbL? — C UHTEpEeCOM crpocul ZKepecT.

— ZKW3HEHHBIH MyTh TAKOB, YTO HUYETO HaIlepe1 He 3Haellb, —
B310xHYJ [TpusMoH. — BoT Gvxaiiiiiee Oymayliee s e1ie MOory yBU-
JeTb. A 4TO TaM, 3a TOPU30HTOM, MOTYT BUJETh TOJbKO MOTyUUe, K
KOUM sl HUKOTIa He TIpMHAamjIeXal. A Bce BUHO, OYIb OHO IIPOKJISI-
TO!

— Hy uto Th1! — Bocknuknyn Kepect. — Hanuscs u 3a0bLcs.
Pa3Be 510 uIoxo?

OH yxe ycnesa UcrpoboBaTh B CBOEI KM3HU MHOTO€ U 3HAJT BCE
CTOPOHBI €e.

— JMa? — npuirypuncs Ha Hero [Ipusmon. — U Tebe 310 T0-
HpaBUJIOCH?

— Hy, He cpa3y, — nomopiuics 2Kepect. — [lomHuTCS, B riep-
BBII pa3 MEHSI 3JI0POBO BBIBEPHYJIO. A TTOTOM BpPOJIe KaK 1 HUYETO.

— Thl oTua cBoero Buaea? — cepauto crpocun [MpusMoH. —
KakoB oH ctan B mocieqHee Bpemsa? [la oH yxke 6e3 4apKu OKastH-
HOM 1 XUTb He MoxeT! Pa3zBanunoii cran. Jla KaMEHOJIOMHMU €ro 1
yObBIOT!

— W nonenom! — 35opanHo oTKIMKHYIICS 2KepecT. — DTo u3-3a
Hero MaMka rnmomepJia! — OH ImoMoJi4aj, a moToM J00aBUII CO B310-
xoM: — OHa xoporiast 6buta, MamMka mosi. Jloopast.

ITpu3MOH TIpUCTAIBLHO B3IJISTHYJI Ha MapHs.

— Hapno Te6e otcrona yxonuts, 2Kepect. [Ipomaneis Tol TyT. Hu
3a TPOIII TIPOITaHeIIh!

— Jla xyna s norigy? — 0e3HaleXXHO MaXHYJ PYKOH MapHUIII-
ka. — KoMy s u rie HyxkeH?

— Cnymraii croma! — IMpr3MOH 3aBO3MJICS B CBOCH Kyde, yCTpa-
uBasich noynooHee. — Sl Tebe ceityac ckaxy 4ToO-TO.

KepecT ¢ HOBBIM MHTEPECOM ITOCMOTpEIT Ha cTapuka. ToT Bbly-
JIAJT U3 CKJIAJIOK CBOEI OMIEXKIbl KaKyI0-TO OYTHIJIOUKY U CMAYHO U3
Hee OTXJIEOHYJI.

— S Benp meiicTBUTEIbHO He Beeraa TyT ObLI. S yuniics B Lko-
ne. Hy B Toii, yTo 3a XayHaapom. 3Haellb TaKyio?
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— Dviots! — pucBuctHYN XKepect. — Huuero ke cebe! Jla Tam
Ke OgHM OJJaropoIHbIe OOUTAIOT!

— Nmenno! — kuBHyn [Ipusmon. — W g Obu1 cpenu Hux. U 4
0o0yuunJics Ha Mara-obiToBuKa. ECTh TaM Takume.

— Twi mar? — XKepecT ¢ ynusieHueM yctaBuicsa Ha [Ipusmo-
Ha. — Tot camsliii, uto u3 [lkonsr? YTto ke Thl TyT nenaenib? Kak
THI TYyT OKa3ajcs?

— Bot! — IIpu3mMoH ¢ oTBpallieHueM MOCMOTpPeJT Ha OYTHIJIKY B
pyke. — Bot u3-3a aToro g Tyt mponazaato!

CrapuK, C TeM Xke BbIpa’keHUEM OTBPAICHUS, JOTMI COIEPXKU-
MOE€ U IIBBIPHYJ OYTBUIKY B Ky4y Mycopa.

— Ho g He 06 3TOM ¢ TOOOI TOBOPUTH XOTE.

— A o uem?

— He nepe6uBait! — npukpukuya [TpusmoH.

KepecTt KMBHyJI, ITOKa3bIBasi, YTO OH BeCh BHUMAaHUE.

— 4 x Tebe, mapeHb, MPUTIISIBIBAIICI, — COOOIIIII CTApUK. —
41, KoHeYHO, He MacTep, HO KOe-4To Mory. MHUTCS MHe, YTO Thl HE
TaK yX U TIPOCT.

— WM 9T0 MOM HaCTOSIIINE POIUTEIN — ABOPSTHE 3HATHBIC U T10-
TePSUT MEHS B MJlafgeH4YecTBe! — moaxBaTuil 2KepecT. — DTo s yxKe
rae-To cablialn. Bpome 6b1 Kak raganka CyTka MHE 00 9TOM TOBO-
puia. OHa Toraa HaNuJIach B 310310 M TaKOE Hecsa, YTo YIIIU CBOpa-
YU BAJIKCH!

— He nepebuBaii! — yxe cepauto peikHyn IIpusmon. — Bon
TBOETO HACTOSIIIETO POAUTES MOBOMIOKIM! M ThI cieoM TOMICIIID,
€ClIM clIylaTh MeHsT He Oyaellb!

ZKepecrt 3axait poT 1aJOHBIO U caesall 0oJIbIINE T1a3a, TOKA3bI-
Basl, UTO OYyJEeT HEM, KaK pblOa.

— Tl HE MPOCT B TOM CMBICJIE, YTO BPOJIE ObI KAK UMEEIIIb OTIPe-
IeJICHHBIC CTTIOCOOHOCTH, — TosicHUI [Ipu3moH. — ToyHO cKka3aTh
He Mory. Tak uro ciymaii menst! MUnn B IlIkony! Iaaouiib, u ripas g
OKaxXyCh. DTO TBOM IIaHC, MapeHb!

[Tpu3mMoH cunmen B CBOEM rHe3/e, MOA0OHO OOJBIIOI HEOTPSIT-
HOM TITHIIE, OITyCTUB BEKM U TJTyOOKO 3aayMaBIINch. HeoXxmmanHO
OH OTKPBUI TJ1a3a W B3MJISTHYJ Ha XKepecTa.

— Jlyuuie tebe ceifuac cnpsTaTbCsl, MapeHb.

XKepecr He 3acTtaBui cedst ynpaiuubaTb. UHTYULIMS U eMy O/ -
CKasblBaja, 4YTo 4TO-To Ha3peBaeT. [loka, mpaBaa, ZKepecT He Mor
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ckazaTh 9To. OH OTIPBHITHYJ OT CTapyUKa M TPUTAWICS 3a TPydoit
Mycopa, KOTopasl y>Ke OIWH pa3 MOCIyK1Ia eMy YKPBITHEM.

Knate moiro He mpuIuiock. M3 mepeynka BEIHBIpHYJIA (hUTypa
npodyHaepa Xopcra.

— W o s mmeiman? — [podyHoep MernessBUII OCIe OTHOM
U3 JIpaK, B KOTOPOI moTepsia Bce nepeaHue 3yobl. — LIbIHOK moj-
IITaBWJI Tananry?

— Ckopee, mamnaiia caM ITOACTaBUICS, — (hJIerMaTUIHO OTBE-
tun [IpusmoH. — 4 Bumen Bce CBOMMU TJla3aMu.

— JlagHo, MHE BIIIe paBHO, KTO KOTO MOAIITAaBWI. — XOPCT I0-
pJoien onvxke. — JleHbru rae?

— V¥ cTpaxXHUKOB.

— A TBI OTKyJa XHaelTb? — BITWJICS B3IJISIIOM B CTapyKa Ipo-
(dynzep.

— Bunen, — noxan nmiaeyamu [TpusMoH.

— A 11eHOK rae?

— Yoexal.

— Yry! — XopcT 3aayMunBO TOKPYTUI B PYKE HOX, HEXOPOIIIO
rorsiabiBast Ha [lpuaMmoHa. — 2KmaeTcss MHe, 4TO ThI 0OMaHBIBa-
elllb MeHs, ITapuK. M yero tebs He TporaroT? Sl 11 5TUM ellie pax-
Oepyllb.

[IpodyHnep ragko yabIOHYJICS W MpOIIea K KabakKy.

— BrInesaii n 6erm orcioga! — THX0 cKoMaHIoBan [1pr3MoH.

— A ThI Kak? — ZKepecT BbICYHYJ TOJIOBY U3-3a Ky4H.

— 3a MeHs He 6ecriokoiics. — [TprU3MOH XMBIKHYJI, TTOKauYKUBast
ronoBoii. — Pazbepercst oH! YouTth ero, KoHeuHo, He yobioT. Ho
peyb CTaHeT ellle 0osiee HEBHATHOM. beru ObicTpee, s Tede ckazan!
W He B3gyMaii croma Bo3BpaIiaThCs!

Kepect BriOpascs u3 Kyuu u nogouen K [IpuaMoHy ¢ Hamepe-
HHEM TTOIIPOIIATHCS.

— Dit! Manoii! A Hy 1IToi! — MOHECIOCh OT BXOAa B Kabak.

XKepecT McnyraHHO OIJITHYJICS M cpa3y HATKHYJICS Ha 3J10i
B35, XopceTa.

— Wau unona! — pacnopsianicst TOT.

Kepect nonsituicst. XOpcT pBaHYJICS K HEMY.

Bot uTo-uTO, a OBICTpBIE HOTU HE pa3 yxe cracaiu XKepecra,
YHOCSI €T0 3aIHUILY TTofaJIbIIle OT HeMpusTHOCTe. He momxBem onn
1 Ha 9TOT pa3. [TapeHeK JTOBKO YyBEpHYJICS U3-TIOM PYK TPOMUJIBI U
PE3BO MIPUITYCTHUIT TI0 MEePEYIIKY.
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— Iroit! — 3aopai eMy Bciem XOpCT.

Ho nmobwiicst oH MpsiMO TIPOTUBOIIOJIOXHOTO pe3yJibraTa. XKe-
PEeCT TOJBKO YCKOPUJICS. XOPCT He Mor 6erath Tak ObIcTpo. [ToaTo-
MY OH MPOBOAMI B3MIsiAOM 2KepecTa 1 1oobeliai, HU K KoMy, co0-
CTBEHHO, He 00palllasich:

— Iloiimaio — TipuoOBIO!

[Tpu3MOH, KOTOPHI 3TO yCIBIIIAN, KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS.

— A TBI, IITApUK, MHE Bpaj! — MoBepHyJics K HeMy XopcT. — 1
’ka 9T0 Oynmelrb HaKaxkaH!

ITpu3MoH crenan KOpOTKUIA KeCT PYKOIi, U IITaHbI TpodyHaepa
COCKOJIB3HYJIM K €ro HoraM. XOpCT 3amyTajcsl B IITaHMHAX M, 3a-
MHYBIINCH, PYXHYJI JIMIIOM B Ky4y, 32 KOTOPOU paHbIIIEC MPSITAJICS
Kepecr.

— Terepb Thl TOHUMAEIIIb, TTOYEMY MEHSI HE TPOTatoT? — IMOWH-
tepecoBascs [Ipusmon. — Mau otciona, moka st He ciesial 4YTo-TO
TOXYKeE.

XopcT BBIOpAJICS U3 Ky4d Mycopa, UCITyTaHHO MOATSTMBAs I1ITa-
Hbl. OH HEPBHO OTJISIABIBAJICS IO CTOPOHAM, OOSICh TTOTIACTh Ha IJ1a-
3a KOMY-HUOYIb U3 TTOCTOPOHHUX.

— JlagHo-nmagHo! — mpodopmoTas oH. — MHe-To mo? unu
me6e. ToabKO HUKOMY HU 1LI0Ba!

ITpusmoH B 3HaK cornacusi KuBHyJ. [IpodyHaep nmoBepHyics u
CKPBUICS B MPOXOJE.

— Ynaun Tebe, mapeHb! — THXo noxkenan [1pu3mMoH.

SIcHO, YTO MMeJ OH B BUIy COBCeM He XopcTa.

KepecT He MOMHMWII, TIie OH MepeHoYeBal. DTOT paitoH XayHaa-
pa eMy He ObLT 3HakoM. EmMy ynanoch mpoOpaTbesl B KaKOR-TO ca-
paii, rae oH 1 Hallea NPUIOT B KOMHE AYIIMCTOrO CeHa.

Pa30yauiau ero 3ByKu BO3HU Yy IBepU capasi. 2KepecT MOoCIelHO
nepedpasicsl Ha MPOTHUBOIMOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY M IIPUTAMIICS 3a KaK1-
MM-TO KOXaHBIMU U3ICTUSIMU B YITIY.

— ...51 Te6e roBopro, lllap63, — HOHECTOCH 10 HETO, — 3TOT HO-
BRI oduiiep MHe He HpaBUTCsI. OH TpeOOBa, YTOOBI ST €T0 OTBE3
OecruiaTHO.

— Tak Hajo XajloBaTbCsl CTpaxe! — MPOXPUIIEN B OTBET HEBU-
aumblii [lap6s.
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— Kaxkoii ctpaxe, oiyx? OH e 1 eCTh cTpaxka! — pIBKHYJI TTep-
BBIIA Toj10cC.

— WM 4910 THI CHENAN?

Paszpancs mopox ceHa.

— A 4TO s MOT cienatbh? — MocjaenaoBaa Bornpoc-oteer. — I1o-
Be3. M ocrasicst Buepa 6e3 joxoma. A Ha UTo MHe XKUTh? BOT ceHo u
TO JIcHET CTOUT. A KopM? A cOpylo MOUMHUTL? A ToMa IeTU CUJIST,
XKpaTb XoTAT! [la )KeHa ¢ yTpa MUJINAT: 1aii el Ha To, Aaii eif Ha 3TO...

Pe3ko xjiomHy/a cTBOpKa 3akpbiBaeMbIX ABepeii. ZKepecTt ocTo-
POKHO BBITJISIHYJI U3 CBOero yKpbiTus. [1poHecno! A opuuep, o Ko-
TOPOM 1IJIa pe4Yb, HABEPHOE, TOT CaMBbIil, UTO OTLIA ITOMMaJ.

XKepect tskeno B3moxayI. CIyX 0 TOM, YTO OH COBEPIITII TSIK-
KW TIPOCTYITOK M TTOACTABHII OTIIA CTpake, OBICTPO pa3HECETCS IO
XayHpapy. fSIcHO, 4TO eMy Ternephb Jydllle JOMOM He XOAUTh. XOTs
Kakoii TaM 1oMm? ['HycHast cbIpast AbIpa, B KOTOPOI OH FOTUJICS C elle
IBYMSI TAKUMU Ke, Kak caM. [IpaBma, 3TH ABOC eMy ApPY3bsIMU He
obutH. Tak, TOJIbKO MepeHouYeBaTh. ZKajaeTb HE O YEM.

KepecT, BHOBb YCTPOMBIINCH Ha CEHE, HayaJ pa3dyMbIBaTh O
cioBax [Ipu3smona. CoBeT, ITOKa3aBIINIiCS BHaYajle Hepa3yMHBIM
OpeIoM CBUXHYBIIIETOCSI CTapyKa, Hadall IIPEeICTABIISIThCS HE TAKUM
VX U HEpealbHbIM.

A 4TO, eciu IeHCTBUTEIBHO y Hero, 2Kepecra, eCTh KaKue-To
CITOCOOHOCTH? DTO Ke MOXKHO OyICeT TOTAA YCTPOUTHCS OUCHB Taxke
HETJIOXO IO XU3HMU!

Kepect ot HeteprieHus naxe 3aep3an Ha ceHe. O! OH, XKepecr,
He nypak! OH He moBToput ommmoku [Ipu3mona. OH cTaHET Baxk-
HBIM M yBaXXaeMbIM MaroOM.

KepecT mormpo6oBaJ peICcTaBUTh, KAKOB OH OYIET B KaUeCTBe
yBaXkaeMOI'o M BaxKHOTO Mara, HO HU4Yero B FOJIOBY HE MPUXOIUIIO,
KpoMe KapTUHKH, KaK OH BXOIUT B KabaK ¢ OOJIBIINM, ITOYEMY-TO
YEPHBIM KOIIIeJIEM, TIOJTHBIM 3BOHKHX MOHET.

Ho Torna mouemy oH TepsieT Bpemsi? Hago cpouHo MyaTbCcs Ha
PEUYKY — YMBITBCSI M BRICTHPATh onexkay. Jlo obena oHa ycmeeT mpo-
COXHYTb. A TaM MOXHO OyneT u HaHecTu Bu3ut B Lllkoury.

ZKepecT ¢ TOCKOIi Mogaymail, 4TO OH yXe JaBHO HUYEro He eJl.
Bnpouewm, emy He mpuBbiKaTb. MoXeT ObITb, HA OEpery ymacTcs
YeM-HHOYIb MOXUBUTHCSA. TaM MHOTIA OH BCTpeyaa PhI0AKOB, U
OHM JCTVINCH C BEYHO TOJOTHBIM MaJIBUYUIIKOM OCTaTKaMU PhIO-
HOW IOIIKMU.
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BoonyireBineHHBIN 3TUMM MBICTSIMU, 2KepecT TMOKWHYJ capaii.
IToxuHyJ1, KaK Bbl TOHUMAETE, COBCEM HE TeM CITIOCOOOM, UTO XO3SIUH.

Pr16aku Taku y peku oOHapyKUIuch. [IBa My>XXuKa ¢ JJIMHHBIMUA
XJIBICTAMM YAWJIUII PACIIOJIOXUIUCH PSIZIOM U IPUCTATbHO HAOJIO-
AT 32 KYCOYKaMU KOpPHI, CIIY>KMBIIUMU UM ITTOTJIaBKaMMU.

Kepect yctpourcs 3a KyctoM. OH TOJIBIIIIOM BaJIsIIcsl Ha Xap-
KOM COJIHBIIIKE. PSmoM Ha BETBSX KycTa CYHIMIACh €r0 OJSXKIA.

OH Toxe Haboaan 3a noriaBkaMu. Eciau peiObl OyaeT MHOTO,
TO pbIOAKM, CKOpee BCEro, TYT 3Ke M OyIyT TOTOBUTH ceOe PHIOHYIO
rox;ieoky. OHM BceT/ia Tak jejain. BoT TOJbKO YTO-TO He KITIOET.

KepecT Xu1BO TpeacTaBuil cede, Kak BOH TOT IMOTJIABOK Jepra-
€TCs1, TIOKa3bIBasl, YTO KJTIOET phIOA...

Pr16ak HeOXXMIaHHO BCKOYMJI Ha HOTY U AEPHYJT BBEPX YAUIUIIIE.

— ThI 9ero? — yauBUIICS €rO TOBAPHIII.

— Tak 370... — [lepBbiil ppIbaK U3YMIEHHO pacCMaTPUBA He-
TPOHYTYIO HaXUBKY. — KJieBajno, Kaxuce.

— Yo xieBano? — Bropoii ppibaKk HEOTOOPUTETLHO TTOKAYal
rojioBoii. — Tebe uto, cosiHIEeM rooBy npurekiao? I[MormiaBok 1 He
eBeaucs!

— Kak He mreBenuicst? — u3yMuics nepBblit. — 51 ke sicHO BU-
IIeJI, 9TO OH Jepraycs!

— Hy, Touno! IIpunekio! I'oBopio Tebe, He IeBeawics oH. A
xe Buen!

IlepBbIit ppibaK HETOBEPUYMBO €Ill€ Pa3 OCMOTPET MPUMAHKY,
CHOBAa 3a0pOCHII €€ B BOIY M IIPUCEI Ha KOPTOUKHU, BOpYa, YTO, MOJ,
BOT TaK BCer/a, MocJje IByX YapoK eMy YepT 3HAET YTO MEPEITUTCSI.

KepecT uzymaeHHo HabIoAa 32 BceM nmpoucxoasium. OH xe
HUWYETO He JIeJIajl, TOJIbKO TIPEICTaBUI ce0e, Kak MOTIaBOK AepraeT-
cs. Yo ke aTo pousonnio? OH yXe 1eJeHaIpaBIeHHO YCTaBUJICS
Ha MOIUIaBOK BTOPOTO phl0aKka M BHOBB IIPEICTaBWII cebe, KakK yxe
TOT IIpBITaeT 1o Bome. Mcropust moBTOopmiack. M yxXe BTOpoil pbI-
0aK, OoMpaBAbIBASICh, M3y4yaeT HETPOHYTYIO HAXXMBKY Ha KPIOUKe.

Ppi0aku pelunnu nepeiTu Ha Ipyroe MeCTo, a TO TYT YEPTOBLIU-
Ha Kakasi-To TBopuTcs. KepecT ocTajics JiexaTb, Tae jexan. OH
oIIapalleHHO pa3myMbIBajl Hal IpouciienmuM. HeyxXenu crapuk
ITpusmoHn mpaB, 1 oH, ZKepecT, YTO-TO MOXKET TaKoe 3Takoe?

Onexxna mpocoxia 0bicTpo. Koe-Kak npuriagus pbKUE BUXPHI,
XKepect HanpaBua cBou ctonbl K ganekoi Illkone. 3anenutbes 3a
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3aIISITKY TIPOE3KaBIIeit KapeThl HE COCTABUIIO UTSI HeTo Tpyda. Tak
YTO A0OpasICss OH OBICTPO U C OTHOCUTEJIbHBIM KOMGbOPTOM.

[TocTosiB HeMHoOTO Tiepea BopoTtamu, XKepecT pemwics. OH 3a-
I1araj rpsiMo 110 IMPOKOM ajuiee K BRICOKOMY 0eJIoMy 3IaHHI0, Ha
KOTOPOM BMIHEJIOCHh TOJIOTHMIIE C KaKOW-TO HaANWChio. Matb
ycriesia HayquTh ero Xy1o-0eIHO YMTaTh, U ceituac JKepect 1o cio-
raM cMor paszoOpathb: «[IpreMHass KOMUCCHUST».

YTo Takoe «KOMMCCHST», TapeHb Jaxe 3aAyMbIBATbCS HE CTal. A
YTO TOJIKY JIOMaTh HaJ 3TUM roJIoBy? 3aTO MOXHO OyIeT TYT CIpO-
CUTh, TIe B Maru 0epyt? Bot, oH maxe uto-to Moxet! He mpocrto
TaKk B Maru coopaJcs.

Ha miomranm y 3maHust CTOSITIO HECKOIBKO ueoBeK. [lepen Hu-
MM BO3BBIIIAJICS POCIBINA MY:KUMHA ¢ UCCUHS-YEPHBIMA KOPOTKHU-
MM BoJiocaMmu. E1ie y Hero uMericst 00JIbII0I HOC U Kapue BbIpa3u-
TeJbHBIC IJ1a3a. OH TPOMKO YTO-TO Belllaj COOPaBIIMMCS JIFOMISIM.
XKepecT nmpucyrrancs.

— ...3aiigeTe B 3Ty KOMHATy U yBUAUTE... Bipouem, He cpazy. A
T€, KTO TaK HUYETro W He YBUIUT, TOJKHBI BHIUTU M UATU JOMOIA.
IIpocTo 5T0 03HAYaeT, YTO y HUX HET HUKAKMX CIIOCOOHOCTEM. A Te,
Y KOTO CITOCOOHOCTH €CTh, YBUMIST TAOJIMUKY WIN axke JABE TaOIud-
KU pasHoro 1BeTa. [Tom HUMU OyaeT JexXaThb KOJEUKO TaKOro Xe
1IBeTa, 4TO U Tabauuka. Hamo B34Th 9TO KOJIEYKO M BBIHECTHU CIOJIA.
310 HecnoxHO! Bot u Bce.

MyXurHa OrIJIsIesl COOpaBIIMXCS W 3alepKajl BHUMaHWE Ha
Kepecre.

— MoxeTe HauMHATh! — PacTIOPSIIUIICS OH, HE CBOMS B3IJISIIA C
napenbka. — [lepBoiit — 3axonu!

ZKepecT rpoBoauII Ij1a3aMu IMepBOTO MPETEHACHTA U PEITUTEIb-
HO HampaBMWJICS K MyxKurHe. Eciii oH TyT pacropsikaercsi, TO KOMY
Ke eIre, Kak He eMy, 3HaTbh, Kyla HalpaBUThCs 2KepecTy?

— Tak-Tak-TaK, — IPOTOBOPWII MY>KUMHA. — YTO-TO MHE TBOSI
poxa 3HakoMa. OTKyaa Obl 3T0?

Kepect cnnotkHyJicsi. MyxkunHa Toxke eMy 0bL1 3HaKoM. [1oxox Ha
TOTO, Y KOTOPOTO OH BEIPBAJI TOT 3JI0CYACTHBIN KOIIeb. BoT 310 BiIutt!

Horu camu pasBepHynu 2Kepecta B MPOTHMBOITOJIOXHOM Ha-
npasieHuu. OH yxke COBCeM coOpasics 3a1aTh CTpeKoya, HO 3aMep,
HE B CWJIax CHeJIaTh U Liary.

— A cKaxXu MHe, IPYT MO#, KaK 3TO ThI YCIIe] UCTPATUTH BCE Jc-
HbI'M, KOTOPBIE OBUTM B KollleJie? — MSITKO ITOMHTEPECOBAJICS MYXK-
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YMHA 3a CIUHON. — BpeMeHM IpoIIo CoBCeM HEMHOTO C TOTO MO-
MEHTa, KaK Thl €T0 y MeHsI yBeJl. M Koro, B TaKOM ciiyJae, 3a/1epxKa-
na ctpaxa? OHU MeHS yBepsijid, YTO UMEHHO OH M €CThb BOD.

— BDT0 MO 0Tell, — OCHITHYB OT cTpaxa, Iipoxpurres 2Kepect. —
OH y MeHd Ball Kollesb 3a0paJl. A ero yxxe cTpaxa ImpuxBaTuia.

— bBrICTpo Xe TBOIt OTell Bce 30J10TO yCMea CIyCTUTh, — TOKa-
YaJj TOJIOBOM MYy:KUMHa, momoiasa K 2Kepecry.

— OH He ycnes, — NpuIlIoch Mpu3HaTth Kepecty. — Eciu Obl
yCIIes, TO €ro ObI He ToBeu, a oTaluian. OH, KoTaa HalmbeTcsI, XO-
JIATH YK€ He MOXKeT... CUIeTh OH TOXe He MOXKET. TOJbKO BaIsieTCsT
KakK OpeBHO.

— W 49to ke 310 THI TYT 3a0bI1? Wnm mpuinen monpoboBaTh
YKPACTh YTO-HUOYAb? — XMBIKHYJI MyxunHa. — 3psi! TyT Tebe Hu-
Yero He CBETUT.

— S nmpuien He oy 3Toro, — obunaencs XKepecr. — S He 3HaI,
YTO TYT BBl OKaXKETECh.

— A JIJ1s 4ero e Thl TOT[a Mpuilea? — IoMoJ3ja BBepX OpoBb
MY>KUMHEL.

— Tan Anum! — HeoXUAAHHO JOHECCS 10 HUX XXEHCKUI ToJ10c
CO CTOPOHBI. — MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO 3TO OAUH U3 MPETeHACHTOB.

— J1a? — Tan AimM momo3puTenbHO ocMoTpen Kepecra. —
Kynuk u Bop — nipeteHaeHT? Bbl yBepeHbl, TaHecca Banea?

— 41 TyT yXe He TepBbIii o, TaH AJIMM, — CTPOTO HalTOMHUJIa
JKEHIIHA, CUISIIAs 3a CTOJIOM. — Besikoro HacMoTpennach. 3amyc-
TUTE ero B KOMHaTy!

— YT00BI OH ¥ TAM YTO-HUOYAb YKpaJI? — XMBIKHYJI TaH AJIM.

— A TaM pa3Be eCTh UTO KpacTh? — yIMBMIACh TaHecca Baea.

— Her, — yecTHO npusHajcsg TaH AnuMm. — Ho mist Bopa He co-
CTaBUT TpyIa YTO-HUOYIL HaliTh. Ho pa3 yxX BbI 32 HEro mpocure,
TO TaK U OBIThH, TTOMIPOOYyeM. Viau B 3Ty IBeph, UIIM KOJIBIIO, a KaK
Halifelb, BbIxoau crona! Bripoyewm, eciau He Haiinellb, BCe paBHO
BBIXOJIU. YUTHU, U3 9TOM KOMHAThI HE YOEXKXMUIIIb.

XKepect mouyBCTBOBaN, YTO HEM3BECTHAS CWJIa, CKOBABIIIAs €TO,
yuuta. OH CHOBa MOT pacropsixkaTbcs cBouM TejioM. Ho B To ke
BpeMsI OH TIOHMMaJI, 9YTO cOeXXaTh OTCIOA eMy JACHCTBUTEIHHO He
ynactcst. ZKepecT 0OpedeHHO IIarHy/I B TEMHBIN TIpOeM Tiepes] HUM.
JIBepb 3a CIIMHOM 3aXJIOIMHYJIACh.

IMomHast TeMHOTa oxBaTmiIa ero. Kak Hu Hampsiran 2Kepect r1a-
3a, HO HUYero He cMor yBuueTh. CocTosiHUe, OJIM3KOe K TaHWKe,
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OXBaTWJIO eTo0. JIamoHM MTHOBEHHO BCITOTENIH, a Ha JIOY BBICTYITHI
XOJIONHBIN MoT. Horu 3ampoxaiy oT IypHOTO IPEeIIyBCTBUS.

...Ho 4to 310? BOH B TOM yIJly, HEAJIEKO OT MECTa, TJIe CTOSLI
KepecT, 3acBeTrIaCh KpaCHBIM CBETOM MPSIMOYTOJIbHAS TaOJIMUKa,
BHCSI HEBBICOKO HaJ TToJI0M. ZKepecT maxe ria3am He moBepuia. OH
HEBOJIBHO CIeJIaJI IIar B Ty CTOpOHY. Tabimuka He racia, CBeTHUIach
YBEpPECHHBIM KpacHBIM. [lom Hell BOPYT 3aCHSIIO KOJIEYKO TOTO Ke
KpacHOro 1BeTa. KepecT IMPOTSIHYJ pyKY M HEYBEepEHHO KOCHYJICS
ero. Yro aTo o3HavyaeT? Ho TOT TaH ckasaj, 4TO OH U JOXKEH B3STh
ero. B3are u mpuHecTu. 2KepecT yxke pelmTeTbHe YXBaTUI KOJIb-
110 ¥ HAIIPAaBWJICS K BBIXOMY.

Cxka3atb, 4TO TaH AJTUM OBLT YIUBJICH, YBUIECB pe3yIbTaT BU3UTA
KepecTa B KOMHaTy, 03HaUYaeT HUUEro He cKa3aThb. Ero poT npuot-
KpBLUICS, a TJa3a CTajJyd HEOOBIYHO KPYIIbIMU. BbblIo Takoe Brevar-
JICHUE, 9YTO OH X0YeT YTO-TO IIPOU3HECTHU, HO BCE CJI0BA 3aCTPSUIA B
TopJie W He XeJIaloT OTTYAa BEIXOANTh. Mallo TOro, OH! 1 BO3IYX TY-
JIa He TIpomycKaT. TaH AJTMM HaIlpacHO TBITAJICST BIOXHYTh.

— Ilomoitnn Ko MHe, oHOIIa! — pacnopsiauiach TaHecca Ba-
Jea. — D10 ke Hago! KpacHoe Koibio! BoT yxk He qymana, 4To oHO
JIIOCTaHEeTCSI MMEHHO Teoe.

— A 49T0 31O 3HAUMT? — HecMesio cripocui ZKepecT, B TO Bpemst
Kak TaHecca Bajea HampapJisiia Ha HEro KpucTasil HEOObIUHOTO CH-
PEHEBOTO IIBeTa.

— Yrto 3TO 0O3HauaeT? — HAKOHeIl IIPOope3ajiCsI ToJloc y TaHa
Anuma. — [la Hudero xopoiiero! Bop, BoopykeHHbI 00eBOIi Ma-
rueii. Jla oH craHeT rpadbuteseM ¢ 0oJibiIoii foporu! Bbl 3T0 MoHU-
Maete, TaHecca Banea?

— Ilareiit ypoBeHb, — KuBHyNa Banea. — He 3a0biBaiiTe, TaH
AnuM, 4TO OH OyaeT obyuatbes y Hac. Kcratu, rpynna obeniaet
ObITh BecbMa HEOOBIYHOM. Mu BB XOTUTE, YTOOBI OH MOTMaJ K TO-
MYy, KTO JE€CTBUTEIbHO MOXET M3 HEero ciejaTh rpabutess, a To U
HEYTO IMocTpaniHee?

— 4 He Oyny Oosblie BOPOBaTh! — HEOXUIAHHO BBIPBAJIOCH Y
XKepecta. — 4 xo4y OBITH Marom.

— YcabliaHo U 3aHECEHO! — HEOXMIAHHO pa3aalicsl TOPKeCT-
BEHHBI TOJI0C U3 BO3IyXa.

— Bort maxe kak? — crain cepbe3HbIM TaH AnmmM. — Ecou 1lko-
Jla cama 3To TTOATBEPXKIAET, TO K Heil cTouT mpuciymiartbes. Hy 4to
xe. Tebe MpeacTouT Hemallo MonoTeTh, napeHb. Hukyna He yxonu!
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Kak TombKO 3aKOHUYMTCS UCIIBITAHUE, I TeOsS OTBEAY K MECTY, TIe
TeOe MPEACTOUT MPOXKMUTH JOCTATOYHO JTOJITO, TIOKA Thl HE 3aKOH-
yuib HIkomy.

Tan AnuMM OTBIIEKCSI, HAIIPABJISISI OUYEPEIHOrO IIPETEHACHTA B
KOMHary.

— Tak TbI TOXXe coOMpaelIbCcs CTaTh 00EBbIM Marom? — pasuaii-
CsI pSIIOM TOJIOC.

Kepect obepHyics. [lepen HUM CTOsUT MapeHb KPEMKOro Teao-
ciaoxeHus. Onexna BelmaBaja B HEM HaeMHUKA. BHymIMTebHBIN
Med OTTSITMBaJI ero nosic ciena. Ha rpyau mooaeckKuBaiu HECKOJIb-
Ko Menasieil. Pycas yeska MocTOsSIHHO crajgaja Ha rjasa, U Toraa
IMapeHb HETEPIICIMBBIM IBIDKEHINEM OTKMIBIBAJ ee Ha3aj.

— ITo-MoeMy, OH CJIMIIKOM XJIMIIKUI JJ1s1 60€BOro Mara, — I1o-
JIOIIEeNT K HUM €lIlle OJMH IapeHb, OYeHb MOXOXMI Ha MepBOro. —
I'nmucra xakasi-to!

— He cniemn, @yoc! — obepHYIICS K HeMY TIepBbIi MapeHb. —
IMomuume monkoBoro mara? Hy, Toro, KTo HampaBuji Hac ciona?
OH TOXe He IPOMU3BOAMJ BIICUYATIICHUsI OOTaThIpsI, a KaKoil OH
KJIaCCHBIN (haitep TeOe B 3aAHUILY 3aITyCTHI?

— Jlyuiie OBl OH TeOe ero B 3agHMILY 3amyCTWiI! — HeMeUIEHHO
omeruHmicst Pynoc. — Beab MMEHHO THI €T0 LAIuieil 0003Bai, Xa-
poc!

— Ho cmesnicsi-To Thl, — XMBIKHYJI Xapoc.

— 4 ymero npatecsd, — HecMesio coodbmumn Kepect. — U g u3
pOraTKu 3I0POBO CTPEJISIO.

— DKa HeBUaalb, ApaThcss U Mbl yMeeM. I1paBna, ®@yroc?

— ¥Yry, — KUBHYJ TOT.

— Yueba HayHeTCS 4yepe3 JBa JHS, — TPOMKO CKasajl TaH
Anum. — A ceifuac 1 OTBey Bac Tyja, Te Bbl OyaeTe KUTh. Pacmpe-
JIEIUTECh TI0 BUJIaM Marvu, KOTOpble Bbl M30pann. BepHee, KOoTo-
pble u30panu Bac. Mbl OyaeM CelUTb BaC UMEHHO I10 3TOMY TpU-
3HaKy... Dit, Bopumka! Jlepxuch moomke Ko MHe! S xouy mocro-
STHHO Te0sT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh.

KepecT BHUMATEJIbHO U3YyYUJI cBoe xXuuliie. A uyto? O4yeHb na-
e noaxogsiiie! Hukakoro cpaBHeHUsI ¢ TeM, B KOTOPOM €My TIpH-
XOJIMJIOCh OOUTATh 10 MocenHero BpemeHu. Bot! Kusyt xe monu!
A BeIlb OH CTaJI OMHUM M3 TeX HEMHOTMX U30paHHBIX, KOTOPBIM 3TO
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IOCTYITHO, — TaKasl MBICJIb BHE3aITHO TOCeTwIa roioBy XKepecTa.
OH pa3BaJWiICs Ha KpOBaTU M YIOBJICTBOPCHHO B3MOXHYI. Jlaxke
XOpOIIIO, YTO OH OyIET 3[IeCh XKUTh ONMH. 3HAYUT, MOXHO OyHeT
YCTaHOBUTH CBOM ITOPSIIKW, M HUKTO HE OyIET HBITh, YTO U TO HE
TaK, U C€ He CSIK.

KepecT xoTes ObLIO MONTH B CTOJIOBYIO 1 BBOJIIO HAECThCSI, HO
TaH AJIMM CTpOro IpuKas3aji eMmy ObITh qoma. Uto-To oH, XKepecr,
elle JoJkKeH ObUT cneslath. YTo? Beapb 3aHSATHS HAUHYTCS TOJIBKO
yepes ICHb.

A xakue oHU OyayT, 9TU 3aHATUsA? 2KepecT pbIBKOM MOJHSICS
Ha Horu. BotT oH cTtpeMusics croga nmomnactb. M moman Beap! A uto
3/1eCh OyIeT, OH Jaxe 00 3ToM U He nymaj. Hy a kak mpuaeTcs 31ech
TsKesee, yeM TaMm, B XayHaape? Tam oH ObL1 B Kypce Bcero. OH
yMeJI XKUTh TT0 TAMOLIIHUM 3aKOHaM. A 4uTo 31ech? ZKepecT B BoJIHe-
HUY HavaJl pacXakKMBaTh [0 KOMHATE, MBITasICb OCO3HATh, YTO MY
MPEACTOUT B OyIyIlleM, X He MOT TIPEACTaBUTh HUYETO OIpenecH-
HOTO.

Ctyk B ABepb npepBai ero (panrazuu. OH UCIYTaHHO OCTaHO-
BWJICSI U YCTaBUJICS B TY CTOPOHY, OXMIAasl YeT0-TO KOIIIMAapHOTO.
IToyueMy-To BO3HUK B co3HaHUU 0Opa3 npodyHaepa Xopcra. Bor
OH Cceifyac CTOUT 3a MOPOTOM, B OKPYKEHUU CBOMX I'OJIOBOPE30B, U
xaet XKepecrta. To, yTo XopcT Bpsij iu cTall Obl cTydaTh, XKepecta
HE yCIoKauBaJo.

— XKepect! D10 Tanecca Banea. Tol joMa. f 3Ha10. OTKpOii MHe!

®yx! TlapeHb mepesen nyx U OBICTPO pacraxHyJl JABEPb Mepe
TOM, KOTOpasi 3aCTYNWJIach 3a Hero mepea TaHoM AnrmoM. TaHa
Anuma ZKepect Toxke nobanBacs.

Tanecca Banea okuHysa ero KpUTUYECKUM B3TJISIZIOM.

— Br0 HUKyHa He ToguTcs! XopoIio, 9To s 3apaHee 3alllia K Te-
6¢. LlepeMOHMSI CKOPO HAYHETCSI, a TBOI HapsII HUKaK eil He COOT-
BeTcTBYyeT. Cienyil 3a MHoi! MBI ceituac mogdepeM Tede YTo-HU-
Oynb OoJiee TIOAXOISIIEe TSl 3TOTO CIydas.

Tanecca Banea peluTenbHO 3aiiaraja B CTOPOHY KOPITYCOB.
KepecT BbIHYXIEH ObLT Jaxke 0exkaTb, YTOOBI HE OTCTATh.

— A Kakas iepeMOHHMSI? — CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— TwI Xe 3HaelIb, YTO Mary MMPUPABHUBAIOTCS K IBOpsTHaM. To-
JIBKO, B OTJIMYME OT HUX, Mary HE UMEIOT BO3MOXXHOCTH IepeIaBaTh
CBOI1 TUTYA 1o Hacaenctsy. Ho ects mopsigok. I1o aTomy nmopsiaky
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Tebs1, 2KepecT, opUIIMAaTEHO BO3BEIYT B IBOPSHCTBO M 3aHECYT B
COOTBETCTBYIOIIME TOKYMEHTHI...

Tanecca Bazea eme uro-To roBopmia, HO XKepecT ee yxxe He
cabiman. Ero, Maapuuinky 6e3 pona u riieMeHH, BO3BEIYT B PaHT, O
KOTOPOM OH M MeuTaTb He Mor! Heyxkenu Takoe BO3MOXHO?!

OH 1J10X0 TTOMHUJI, KaK €T0 OJIeBaJIM B IPYTYIO ofexny. TaHecca
Banea npusBaja Ha MOMOILb TPeX TOMOBbBIX, KOTOPbIE U CYeTUJIUCh
BOKPYT CTOSIIIETO CTOJIOOM mapHs. B mpyroe BpeMst oH ObI ITOpamgo-
BaJIcsl OOHOBKE M C SHTY3Ma3MOM IIPUCOSINHUIICS K 3TOMY IIpa3i-
Huky. Ho He ceituac. [Totrom ero cHoBa Kyaa-To Beau. Bce ObL10
Kak B TyMaHe.

OuHysics OH, KOTIa YBUAEN TMepes co00i BasKHOTO TOCTIOMHA.
Bephee, ero BepHyJ U3 3a001a4HbBIX BBICE MOHOKJIb 3TOTO MEPCO-
Haxa. OH cBUCAJI Ha TOJICTOW 30JI0TOU LIEMOYKE U3 MaJeHBKOTO
KapMallrka Ha Tpyau. BeabsMozka (a B ToM, 94TO 3TO BeJIbMOXa, y 2Ke-
pecTa He BOBHUKIIO HU MaJICHIIIer0 COMHEHMS ) YTO-TO pa3mpakeH-
HO BBITOBapUBaJl IPYTOMY BaKHOMY uesioBeky. [ToToM oH nopoien
K 2KepecTy BIUTOTHYIO M1 BHUMATEILHO CTaJI €T0 OCMAaTpUBaTh. I pex
OBLTO 3TMM HE BOCIOJIB30BaThes. 2KepecT cheian HeCKOJIbKO OT-
BJICKAIOIIINX KE€CTOB, KaK yUMJI eT0 KapMaHHMK 2KFOCTO, 1 MOHOKJTH
TOJICTOTO BEJIBMOXM YCITEIITHO MepeKovyeBal B KapMaH IITaHOB HO-
BOTO Bjajeblia.

YTO-TO TMXOHBKO OYMKHYJIO, M BTOPOH BaxKHBIM MYyXUMHa
BCKUHYJ Ha XKepecTa B3rsa. YTo-TO MPOMEIbKHYJIO Ha €ro JIULIE.
Kakoe-To BeIpaxkeHue, KoTopoe XKepecTy o4eHb He TTOHPaBUJIOCH.
[TotoMm BexkmBast yIbpIOKa 3aHsIa CBOE MECTO.

— KoHeuHo ke s ¢ Bamu, J3p Topoa, abCOIOTHO coriaceH!
Ho uto nenats, ecau Jdap usdbupaer Toro, KTO He YUCIUTCS B Oap-
XaTHBIX KHHUTaXx? M Bcex CKOIOM, COTJIaCHO TPaZuIIvsIM, MbI He
MOXeM BO3BOAUTH. Bbl Mpeacrasisiere cede, yBakaeMblii J3p, Ka-
KHAM KOIIIMapOM CTaJjIio ObI IPOBOAUTH TAKYIO LIEPEMOHUIO CO BCE-
MU 32 OOWH JIEHb?

BazkHbIii My>kKurHa Tmonoiies K 2KepecTy 1 JaCKOBO ITOXJIOMAT
ero II0 TIeYy.

— MeHns 30ByT TaH 'opuii. d aupextop atoii IKobI.

KepecT ucriyraHHO MUCKHYJI, OCO3HAB YMH 3TOTO yejioBeKa. A
TOT KaK HU B YeM He ObIBaJIo BepHyJics K Japy Topomy.
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— Her yx, moit npyr! JIydine pasHecT 3T LIEpeMOHUH T10 Bpe-
MeHu. 1 Mbl uMeeM y10BOJIbLCTBUE O0IIATHCS C BaMU, J3p Topo.
[ToBepbTe, MbI BBICOKO LIEHUM TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTB!

KepecT ¢ yauBiieHIEeM OOHAPYKIII, YTO MOHOKJIb CHOBAa BOSHUK
Ha rpyau Japa Topoga. OH yxBaTwiics 3a cBoil KapmaH. KapmaH,
Kak 1 nono3pesai ZKepect, 6611 ITycT. OH B3MISIHYJ Ha TaHa ['opust
¥ HAaTKHYJICS Ha OTBETHBIM HACMEIIIMBBIM B3IJISI.

Otot TaH ['opuii Bce 3Han! 2Kepect yxe MIoxo 0Co3HaBasl 1ajb-
Heitmee. OH TPeIUYBCTBOBA HaABHUTAIOIIMECS HEMPUSITHOCTH. A
3TOT TaH ['opuit He cBoauMJ ¢ Hero B3misiaa. M 3ToT B3IJIsI 3acTaB-
Jsu1 2Kepecrta CyTyIUTBCS U CXKIUMATHCS.

EMy uto-To roBopun ap Topoa. Kepect uTto-To orBeya. OH ¢
TPYZOM OCO3HaJI, YTO Ha €ro MU3MHILIE MOSBUJICS IEPCTEHb, U HEKO-
TOpOE BpeMs TYITO CMOTPEJI Ha HETO, HEe B COCTOSTHUU MOHSTH, YTO
3TO U OTKYIA.

HakoHen niepeMoHusI 3aKOHUMIACh, U J13p Topon, pacKiiaHsIB-
IIACH CO BCEMM, YIATMJIICS.

— Tak! — npousHec rpo3Ho TaH ['opuii. — Tl 0OCO3HaelIb, TaH
Kepect an TypaH, 4TO TOJILKO UTO YyTh HE COpBaJ OUeHb OTBETCT-
BEHHYIO LIEpEMOHUIO?

XKepecr 3aTpaBIeHHO TTOCMOTpPEJ Ha HETO.

— TToCKOJIBKY THI YK€ CTajl 0apOHOM M HOCHUIIIb TIEPCTEHb, TO S
He MOTy TeOsI HaKa3aTh TakK, KaK Thl 3acaykuBaelrb. Ho ecTs npyroi
Boixo. S, TaH ['opuil an XacHeO, BbI3bIBalo TeOs1, TaH XKepecT aj
TypaH, Ha Marudeckyto ayaib. Ckaxy Tede cpa3y, OTKa3aTbCsl Th
He Moxeb. Ho, cieayst mpotokody, g 3aaam 3ToT Borpoc. [Tpunu-
Maelllb JI1 Thl MOI BbI30B, 2KepecT?

— A... — BBIIABUJ ¢ TpyaoM JKepecr.

— 4 tak u 3Han! — kuBHYJA TaH ['opuit. — ThI cMebIil MapeHb.
Samumiarics!

ZKepecT 1 MUKHYTH HE yCTIell, KaK ero HaMepTBO cIiejieHasa Ka-
Kasi-To cuia.

— 51 moGenun, — ymOBIETBOPEHHO KOHCTaTUpoBaa TaH [o-
puii. — M kak mobenureTh Ha3HaUao Tede HaKa3aHue — JEeCSITh PO-
3or. Ho Tak kak TBoi1 3af (BIpoyeM, KaK 1 JIMLIO) OJaropoaeH, To
MHE JIMYHO TIPUICTCSI TIPOBECTU CBOE PEIICHUE B XXM3Hb.

Tan lopuii pa3BepHYJICS M HAIIPABWICS K BBIXOIY M3 KaOMHETA.
Ta ke HeBemoMas cuiia rojaxBaTuiia 6eaHoro XKepecra 1 oTsHYyJIa

23



Bclie 3a mupekTopoM. ZKepecT B HeoIIeIbHOM Y>Kace TIOTBITaICS
3aBOTUTH, HO W 3TOTO €My He JaJiv C/IesiaTh.

— Pano! — 3agBun tan ['opuii, mouyBCTBOBaB MOMNBITKY 2Kepe-
cra. — He cnemyer oramaTh CTEHBI TOYTEHHOTO 3aBeICHUS HETIO-
YTUTEJIbHBIMU BoruisiMu! BOT Ha 3amHeM ABoOpe aallb cede BOJIO.

Camy clieHy 9K3eKYLUU OMMChIBaTh HE CTOUT. DTO OYEHb JUY-
Hoe 1e/10, TeM 0oJiee eciu KacaeTcs osraropoaHbix. Ocobo XKepecty
JIOCTAJIOCh JaXe He 3a caMO BOPOBCTBO, a 32 TO, UTO OH HapYIIUJ
B3sITOE Ha ce0s1 00s13aTenbeTBO nepe [kooii. OH TaksKe ObLI Mpe-
IYTIPEXICH, 9TO €CJIM TaKOe ITOBTOPUTCS, TO OH CHOBA OKaXKeTCsI Ha
ynuue 6e3 Tutyja u 6e3 CpeACTB K CYLIECTBOBAHUIO.

Houb XKepect nmpomasiics. Cuaetb ObUIO PELIUTETBHO HEBO3-
MoxkHoO. Pyka y taHa l'opus okazanach Tsikesoi. JlexaTb MOXHO
OBLIO TOJBKO Ha XkMBoTe. ClIeayeT I TOBOPUTD, YTO HACTPOCHUE Y
XKepecra K yTpy ObLIIO COBCEM HUKAKKM. 3aBTpaK U 00el OH YMo-
TPeOJIsUT UCKIIUUTENbHO cTosl. K Beuepy, BUAMMO, CXKaJUBIIMCh
HaI HUM, TTOSBUJIACh He3HaKoMas XeHInHa. OHa Ha3Bajlach Ta-
Heccoit XupyB. bob MTHOBEHHO yiieryiach ocJjie Toro, Kak OHa 1mo-
BOIMJIA HaJl TOCTPaAaBIINM MECTOM PYKaMU 1 YTO-TO IPOIIeITaa.

— Cmacubo! — HenmoBKo ckazan 2Kepecr.

— He 3auto, — orMaxHysach Ta. — 3aBTpa 3aHITUSI HAUMHAIOT-
cs1. CmoTpu He mpocru Kojioko. Ceituac Tede clieayeT ObITh OUYeHb
OCTOPOKHBIM.

EnBa nBepb 3a TaHeccoit XupyB 3aKkpbliach, Kak ZKepect 6e3 cui
DYXHYJ Ha CBOIO KPOBaTh U MTHOBEHHO MPOBAJIMUJICS B COH.

Bym... 6yMm... Tspkenble MpOTUBHBIE yaaphl BTOPrajauch B 3aTyMa-
HEHHBI CHOM MO3T.

KepecT ncnyraHHO cesl Ha KpOBaTH, MbITasiChb COPUEHTHUPOBATh-
csl B MpoCTpaHCTBe U BpeMeHU. CraTh XOTeJI0Ch HeUMMoBepHO. OH
yXKe cobpaJicsl ObUIO PYXHYTh CHOBa Ha KpOBaTh, HO BCTIOMHUJI O
TOM, YTO COBETOBAJIa eMy TaHecca XUPYB: OH JOKEH ObITh ceifuac
O0YEHb MPUMEPHBIM U MIPUJIEXKHBIM.

IIpuniock Bectath. ToporinBo norJieckas U3 0aneiiku cedbe Ha
JIMLIO U BBITEPLIMCH MOJOTeHLIEM, KepecT pelns, 4To MpoLece
MpUBEIEeHUS ce0s1 B MOPSIAOK OH COBEPIUWI MOJHOCThIO. YTO Hamo
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caenath manbire? Bpome Obl peub muta o 3apsiake. Uto 310 Takoe?
KepecT HemoyMeHHO Toxas riedaMu. Hamo Oyner cripocuTh nmpu
ciydae. A uro tam npanee? Hy koneuHo ke! 3aBTpak! BoT aT0 Ke-
pecT HUKaK He MOT IIPOITyCTUTh. HaTsaHyB pyOamiky, oH OBICTPO
BBICKOYMJI M3 CBOETO XIUTHUIIIA.

ITo mopore XKepect ¢ HEKOTOPBIM YAWBICHUEM OTMETHWII, YTO
IlIxoma crana TOBOJBHO JIIOAHBIM MecToM. Co BCeX CTOPOH IBUTA-
JIUCh MoJiofble Jitoau. KTo B TOM ke HampaBlIeHUH, KOTOPOE BbI-
Opaut 111 ce0sl PhIKUIA, a KTO U IepKasl COBCEM MHOM Kypc. BoT 3T0-
ro XKepecr, yCIeBIINIA TTPOTroOJI0IaThCs, TTOHITh HUKAK HE MOT.

OH BOpBaJICS B CTOJIOBYIO B UMc/ie MepBbIX. Ho He TepBbIii.

— D, pbiKMii! — MOCHBIIIAIOCH OT OJHOTO M3 CTOJMKOB. —
Hyit crona!l

Kepect yBugen nByx opatbeB. Cuasl 3a CTOJIOM, OHM MaxaJll
eMy, Tipurianias K cebde. 2KepecT mpeucrnoyHWICS 01arofapHOCTH
¥ HaIIpaBWJICS B UX CTOPOHY. Ho TIp1 3TOM OH He 3a0BIBaJI, UTO SIB-
JISIETCST OJIarOpOAHBIM 4YesloBeKoM. [1o3ToMy moxoaka ero XOoTb M
ObL1a OBICTPOI, HO Hecsla Ha cebe M OTIevyaToK OJaropoJacTna (BO
BCSIKOM CJlyyae, MIMEHHO TaK Kazalloch ZKepecty).

— Tak KTo ThI Ha camMoM jejie? — MOUHTEPECOBAICS OAUH U3
opatbeB (Kaxercs, Dyioc).

BTopoii TonbKO BbIKUAAIOIIE TOCMOTpeN Ha 2Kepecra.

— A? — bpoBu XKepecTta npeBpaTWIMCh B IyTU U TTOTHSJINUCH
BBepx. — Kaxk, BbI He cibianu 060 MHe? S — XKepect Benukoner-
HbIi!

— Kt0? — nonepxnyicsa ®ynoc u 3akansics.

Xapoc 100pOCOBECTHO Bpe3asl €My JIAMOHBIO 110 CITHHE.

— Hy na! — nponomkun XKepecr. — Bripouem, oTKyna Bam
3HaTh? BHI ke HEOOCHh M3daNeKa Cloaa K HaM IT0KaJoBaIn?

— Hy He To 4TOOBI TaK yX U U3a1eKa, — OCTOPOXKHO MOMpPaBUI
Xapoc. — Ho Taku na, He ClIbIXajJii Mbl O TeOe€.

— A 3psa! — HacTaBuTeNbHO 3asiBU 2KepecT, pa3MasbiBas IO
Kpatoxe xj1e0a IMTOBUIJIO M3 Ba30YKM Ha cTojie. — MeHs BOT TaH [o-
pUif TMYHO 3HaeT. MBI C HUM JaXKe TIPOBEIN Maru4ecKylo Iy3Jib.

— M ko mobenun? — xamgHo cripocu Dyrnoc, 3aropeBITUMHUCS
IJIa3aMM BIIUBIIKCH B nio XKepecTa.

— Hy 4 xe xuB, — HeBO3MyTUMO coobuun 2Kepecr.

— A 1aH lopnit? — He yHuMacst @yioc.
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— Toxe xuB, — BBIHYXIEH ObLT mpusHaTbes XKepect. — [y-
3JIb-TO Yy HAC OblIa JPYKECKOM.

— ¥x 1hI! — BBITOXHYJ Xapoc.

B ero rnazax XKepect yBujen HelllyTOUHOE yBakeHUE K COOCT-
BEHHOMI IIEPCOHE.

— Hepxutech MeHsI, pedsital — MOKPOBUTEIBCTBEHHO CKa3all
Kepect. — U Bce OyneT B mopsiake.

A uto? TIpnobpecTn 3TUX XBaTKUX, HO HE COBCEM pa3duparo-
LIMXCS B peanusxX MapHel ObUIo Obl HEJUIITHUM.

Bo3HukIilmMii B 3ajie CTOJIOBOH 1IyM MNPUBJIEK BHUMaHUE BCEX
Tpoux. A BOT U MpUUYMHA!

Mexnay CTOIUKaMU TIPOABUTANICS MOIIHBIN JeTUHA C TPUINY-
HOI 1yOMHOI Ha Iieye.

— Oro! — BbIpa3ua o0iIee MHeHHE Xapoc.

— Bro0 emme yTo Takoe? — HemOyMeHHO crpocui 2Kepecr, Ha-
Osiroasi 3a UCTOJMHOM.

— DT0 TpOIL, — C YBaxkeHUeM oTo3Bajicsa Dyoc.

Xapoc corjlacHO KUBHY.

— 310pOBEHHBII TPOJLIb, — olieHUT Dyoc. — C TakuM JIydiie
HE CCOPUTHCS.

— IlIxe! — npesputenbHo O6pocun XKepect. — Jla OyaeT Bam U3-
BECTHO, YTO B MarMy BakHa HE CHMJIa, a yMeHue!

KepecT crapayics mokasaTbcs OpaThsIM CHJIBHBIM M YMYIPEH-
HBIM OITBITOM.

— Ha tan ['opuii TakuX TpOJUIEH MO yTpaMm MayKaMu €CcT, — CO
3HAIOIIMM BUIOM COOOIIMII OH. — BuamMo, 3TOT y1ienen u croaa 3a-
IIeT.

Ero 3aMeuaHue BBI3BaiO CMEIIKHU Y OpaTheB.

Tpomre 3aMeTHI, YTO Ha HETO HAIIPaBICHBI B3IJISIIBI. 3aMETHIT
OH TaKKe U SI3BUTEJIbHBIC YJIbIOOUKM. OH yrpoxarolie 3acomnen u
mepedpocuy CBoe OpyXue Ha Japyroe miedo. Hamek ObLT MOHST
MPaBWILHO. YJIBIOKM MOMEHTAJIBHO ¢ TyO OpaTheB MCITapUINCh.

— @OpoTh! — BAPYT pucBUCTHYI Xapoc. — CMoTpuTe, Kakue
LILITTOYKY TYT OOUTAIOT!

OH yKa3ajJ Ha IBYX IEBYIIEK, O YeM-TO Pa3rOBapUBAIOIINX C
TposuieM. OgHa — HuYero ocooeHHoro. Hy, TeMHeHbKas, Hy, JIULIO
onenHoBaToe. XKepecT Ha Hee BHUMaHUsSI U He oOpaTuj Obl. A BOT
BTOpasi!.. [1pIIHBIE OeTOCHEXKHBIE BOJIOCH KPAaCHBO PaCcChINIaHbI 10
rureunkaM. HeBo3MOXKHO TTpaBMIIBHEIC YepThI JIMInKa. OTpOMHBIE
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cuHue 17a3a. OHa ObUTa HACTOJBKO IpeKpacHa, uro XKepect maxe
3aTOXHYJICS.

— Dneduiika! — kuBHYI Dyrnoc. — Tl CMOTPHU, OHA C 3TUM
TPOJUIEM KaK C IPyrOM pa3roBapuBacT.

B 310 Bpems K codecemHMKaAM IIPUCOSIMHUINCH eIl ABOC Tap-
Hell. XKepecT HeOpexKHO B3IJISIHYJ Ha OJHOIO M3 HUX U TepeBes
B3IJIsLI Ha Apyroro. BHe3amHo ero ri1a3a craiu 371bIMU U TPOH3UTE-
JIBHBIMU. BTOpOit mapeHp NMe SBHO apucTOKpaTudecKuii Bua. OH
OBLT TIPUPOKICHHBIM JBOPSTHUHOM, W 3TO ITPOCKATb3BIBAJIO B KaXK-
JIOM ero nBikKeHn. BoT Takmx Kepect HeHaBume.

OH CIMIIIKOM paHO CTOJKHYJICS C TeM MPEe3pEeHUEM, C KOTOPBIM
STH JIFOIY OTHOCHJIMCH KO BCEM, KTO OBLIT HIKE MX IO TTPOMCXOKIIe-
Hu10. CKOJIBbKO pa3 ero, ellle MaJibIIia, TPe3pruTeIbHO MTUXaIu HOra-
MM BOT TaKue, KOTAa OH MPOCUJT Y HUX XOTh YTO-TO Ha eny. [Tuxanu
Y MPOXOIMIM MUMO, He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha CJIe3bl, KOTOpPhIe
pa3MasbiBaj 1O TPSI3HBIM IMEKaM HUINMK Xymoil oOopBaHell. A
XJIBICT, KOTOPBIM YTOIIAJIM €T0 Kydepa JOPOTHUX KapeT, Mpoe3KaB-
1IKX T0 yJaoukaM XayHaapa?!

KepecT Bnujcs HenOoOpbIM B3IJISIIOM B 3TOTO YJIbIOAIOIIETOCS
mapHs. BoH OH Kak BOJIBHO pa3roBapuBajl C 3TUMMU JIEBYIIKAMH,
KaK CO CTapbIMU JOOPBIMM 3HAaKOMBIMU. [la OH IOJIKeH OJiaroro-
BeThb nepen HuMu! Huuero! Ckopo oH, ZKepecT, craHeT 00eBbIM Ma-
TOM U ITOKaXeT 3TOMY 01arOpOIHOMY IIPHIILY, KaK Hamo ce0s aep-
KaTh B ero, JKepecTa, MPUCYTCTBUM.

ITo 3anmy Geran TaH AJluM, TIBITAsICh KAK-TO OPTAaHU30BaTh CTYAU-
030B MepBoro Kypca. 2Kepect 0d01IeT TOpYaIero Tpoulst U BCTal
PSIIOM C HUM, HO BCE XK€ HAa HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHUU. 32 HUM C CO-
TEHUEeM TPUCTPOWIINCH OPATIIHI.

OpkecTp IpsIHYJ 4TO-TO OpaBypHOE. ZKepecT yBues, Kak K BO3-
BBILIEHUIO MPUOIMKAIOTCS HECKOJIBbKO 4esloBeK. Briepenu miaran
caM TaH ['opuii, ofeThIit B TOP>KECTBEHHBIE TEMHO-CUHUE OJICSTHUSI.

— 910 U ectb TaH ['opuii, — obepHyJics K OpaTbsim Kepecr.

Te yBaxkuTeapHO MOKUBAJIM, TTOKA3bIBasI, UYTO MPUHSIIU COOOILIE-
HUE K CBEICHUIO.

Tan lopuit mopHsJICS HA BO3BBILIEHUE U HaYaJl TOBOPUTDH YTO-
TO BO3BBIIIEHHOE M TopxkecTBeHHoe. Ha crnoBax: «CeronHst Moo-
JI0€ TIOTMOJTHEHUE PACIIMPUT HAIlM PsIibl», — €ro B3MISA HATOJK-
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Hyncs Ha Kepecra. Tan ['opuii npyskecku eMy KUBHYJI U TIPOIOJI-
KWJT PEYb.

KepecT pencroTHUIICS BaXKHOCTHA M 00EPHYJIICS K OpaThsM —
3aMeTUJIY JIU OHU 3Ty clieHy? bpaThs 3amMeTnin. 9To MOKHO ObLIO
BUAETH IO UX YBaXKUTEJbHBIM B3IJIsnaM. 2KepecT CKOpUYUaI MHOTO-
3HAUUTEJbHOE JIMLIO M CHOBA TTOBEPHYJICS K BO3BBIIIICHUIO.

OKoOHYaHME peuyr 03HaMEeHOBaJl CHOBa rpoM opkecTpa. Ho atot
I'POM OBLT HIUTO ITO CPaBHEHUIO C TPOMOM B3JIETEBIIIMX HaJI TUTOIIIA-
IbI0 Pa3HOIIBETHBHIX OTrHel. 2KepecT, NMPUOTKPBIB OT M3YMIICHUS
pOT, HaOJTIOIaJI, KaK 3TV OTHU Havalk BEICTPaUBaThCS B Pa3TIMIHbIC
kapTuHKU. OH Jaxe He cpa3y cooOpa3uil, YTo MpeAcTaBieHue 3a-
KOHYMJIOCH, M BCE €llie TJ1a3es Ha Hebo, Korna Dynoc IepHyII ero 3a
DYKaB.

— ...0T10 Kacaercs Bcex! — CTpPOro cKasaljia >XKEHIIMHA, CTOSIB-
Iast mepesl IepPBLIM KypCOM.

OHa ToBepHY/Iach U TIOIIA B CTOPOHY KOpmycoB. CTyano3bl
TOJMNON NBUHYJUCH 34 HEM.

Yyneca HayaJluCh, €1Ba OHU BOILLLJIM B ayAUTOpUIO. ZKepecT, yBU-
JIeB TIApTHI, Cpa3y XKe 03aTaYMICS BOIIPOCOM, KaK 3a Hee TTIOMECTHUT-
CsI OTOT 3IOPOBEHHBIN TPOJIIb, KOTOPBII ITOUYEMY-TO 3aTECaJICS B UX
rpynmy. Ho tanecca JInona (MMeHHO TakK 3Bajii CTPOTYIO SKEHIIU-
HY) JOoCTajla KaKoii-To aMyJIeT Ha BepeBOYKE, KOTOPBIi, KaK BBISC-
HUWJIOCh, CIIYKWJI JIJIS TOTO, YTOObI YMEHBINATh HOCWUBIIETO €ro.
Taprak, cokpaTUBIIUCH 10 pa3Mepa HOPMAJIbHOIO, HO OYEHb YITU-
TaHHOTIO YeJIoBeKa, MPOI0JIKaJl BOCIIPUHMMATh OKpYKaroIllee Tak,
Kak OyaTO OH OCTaBaJICS B IPEXKHUX TabapuTax. DTO OOCTOSITEIbCT-
BO MOPOAMJIO HECKOJIBKO KOMUYHBIX cuTyauuit. Ho rpo3Hoe corme-
HHE TPOJUIS He ITO3BOJIMIIO BHIPACTH MM A0 cMmexa. /lake B TaKoM
BUJIC OH BBITJISIIE] OUYeHb BHYIIUTEIHHO. A TaIMIIa, MOIXBaYeHHAS
WM C TIPEKHE JIeTKOCThIO, TOJIBKO J00aBMIa TOHUMAHUS, YTO CMEX
TYT HEYMECTEH.

IToToM BHMMaHUEM MEPBOKYPCHUKOB 3aBiajaesa TaH Xapar. OH
TMoBenal UM O TOM, YeM K€ B CYIIIHOCTU MM MPUAETCS 3aHUMAaThCS.
Henb3st ckazaTh, 4TO NepeuyncieHHOEe UM BbI3Bajio y 2KepecTa rpu-
JIMB 3HTy3Ma3Ma. Ho BOT 3Ta JieK1us 3aKOHYMIIach, ¥ TaH Xapar Ha-
MIPaBUJI CTYAMO30B B 38T MEIUTAIINN. 2KepecT He MOT 3HATh, YTO 3TO
Takoe — MenuTanus. Ho He mpu3HaBaThCS XK€ B 9TOM OpaThsiM, KO-
TOpBIE OTHOCWJIMCH K HEMY KaK K IPEIBOIUTEIO M TOTOBBI OBIIN
BBITIOJIHUTD JII0OOE €ro 3aJaHue.
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Tan AnmuMm mpuBes TPYMITy B 3aJI, TT0J KOTOPOTO OBUT TTOKPBIT
TOJICTBIMU MaTaMM. JKepecT TKHyJI OIMH W3 HUX HOTOH. XOThb U
TOJICT 3TOT MaT, HO MSATKHUM €ro He Ha30Belllb.

Tan AnuM TeM BpeMeHeM TTOKMHYJI 3aJT, COCIAaBIIMCH Ha KaKoe-
TO nies1o. ZKepecT, 4yBCTBYsI 32 OO0 MOJTYATMBYIO ITOIEPKKY Opa-
THEB, PEIINJI, UTO Ceifuac caMoe BpeMsI ITIOCTAaBUTh TaBEIITHETO MPhI-
1a-IBOPSTHUHA HAa MECTO U 1T0Ka3aTh, KTO OyIET B TPYIITIE TUAECPOM.
OH mnopo1ies MOOJMKe 1 3a7a] COYallluiics eXUACTBOM BOIPOC:

— A 2TO 4TO 3a apuCTOKpaT?

[Tapenn 00epHYJICS, C HEKOTOPHIM YAMBIEHUEM paccMaTpuBast
Kepecta. O6epHYJICS U TOT, UTO CTOSIT C HUM PSIIOM.

— BocrniuranHbIe TI0AM, — XOJOMHO IPOM3HEC ABOPSIHUH, —
CHayvaJia 3JI0pOBaIOTCs, TIOTOM ITPEICTABIISTIOTCS 1 JIUIIb ITOCTIE 3TO-
T'O 3aJal0T BOIIPOCHI.

— Tak To BocnuTaHHbIe, — Ipoueaui JKepecr.

JIutio nBopsTHMHA 3aTBEPIEIIO, Er0 pyKa Jiera Ha adec parupsl,
BUCSIIEHN y TTosica. Bropoii mapeHb 3aHsUT MO3ULIMIO CJieBa OT IBOPSI-
HuHa. OH HeI00OPO YIBIOATICS, TTOTHPAst KyJIaK ITpaBOii PYKH JICBOIA.

— Jlysmu Ha Tepputopun LLIKosbl 3ampenieHbl, — TUXO cKa3aia
aIbpuiika.

— A XXaJtp! — B30OXHYJIA IeBYIIIKA, KOTOpas ObLIa C Heil B Imape.

OHa TpsXHyJIa YepHBIMA KOPOTKUMU BOJIOCAMHM U BCTaja cIipa-
Ba OT IBOPSIHWMHA, BUAVMMO, PEIIUB IIPUHATH yyacThe B Apake. 2Ke-
pecT ¢ yauBIIEHWEM BO33pwics Ha Hee. OHaA JJACKOBO YJIBIOHYJIACh
emy. M Tyt XKepect modyBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro BOJIOCHI 3allIEBETIINCH
oT yxxaca. KIIbIki, KOTOpbIe eMy AeMOHCTPUpPOBAJia 3Ta JeBYIIIKa,
OBICTPO YIJIMHUIUCH. [la 3TO Xe...

— 3aueM ke cpasy Ayaib? — HEOXUAAHHO MPOryaesa TPOJIb. —
HaBaiiTe s eMy clioMaro pyKy WIM HOTY. B cirydae yero BBl monTBep-
JIUTE, 4TO OH CJy4YaillHO yIia.

— TouHo! Mnu nydiiie, 4TO ThI €r0 CIy4yailHO YPOHUII, — YJIbIO-
HyJach TPOJUTIO BaMITHpIIIA.

TpoJiih IeT0OBUTO TIPUCTABUII CBOIO TIAJIMILY K CTEHE M pa3Bep-
HYJICSI K Pa30M ITOCKYYHEBIIIEH TpouIIe.

— Hy uto0, KOpsIBBIE, TTOOOMAaEMCSI? — PSIBKHYJI OH.

— YT0 37€CH MMPOUCXOOUT? — HEOXMUIAHHO IPO3BYYasl TOJIOC
taHa Anuma. — Kepect, onatb Tel? Tebe uro TaH ['opuii ckazan?
Cwmotpu, n3 LIKoJIBI 09eHb JICTKO BBIICTETh, HO ITOTOM B Hee Tebe
yXe HE MOCTYMUTH!
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— Ho s Xxe He kpas! — B3BBUI TIepeITyTaHHbIN ZKepecT.

Tan AnuM pazapaxeHHO OTMaxHYyJICS OT HEro U IMepeBes CBOM
B3IJISII HA OpaTheB, KOTOPBIE CMOTPEJIM Ha HETO UyTh JIK He ¢ 0J1aro-
JNAPHOCTHIO 32 CMACEHUE OT Jial TPOJIJISL.

— Dynoc u Xapoc, eciii g He OIIMbaloch, s1 Obl HE COBETOBAI
BaM JIE3Tb B KOMITaHUIO K ZKepecTy. DTO MOXeT 3aKOHUMTHCS BECh-
Ma IUTaYeBHO [UISI Bac, — CTPOTO cKa3aj TaH AinuM. — Ecim xoture
3HaTb, TO 3TO MEPBbIi KaHAUAAT Ha BbLIET U3 [IKombI.

OcraBiieecst Bpems ZKepecT crapajcs nepxaThCsl TUIIIE BOIBI U
HIKe TpaBbl. OUeHb HE XOTEJI0Ch €eMY BHOBb OKa3aThCsl 3a 3a00pOM
sroii IlIkomel. BpaTesa Kak-To cpa3y OT Hero orMexeBanuch. OHU
nepedpajuch B MPOTUBOMOJOXHbBIN OT 2KepecTta yroja U ycepaHo
BBITIOJIHSIM TaM 3ajaHus TaHa Anrma. M BHOBb 2KepecT olryTu
YYBCTBO OJMHOYECTBA, CJerka ObLI0 MPUYTUXIIIETo 3a 3TU IHU, HO
BHOBb CXKAaBILIETO €TI0 CEp/lle CBOMMU KOTTSIMU.

OH 3abpaJics mocJjie 3aHsITUI B CBOI JOM M MeYaJIbHO CMOTpPEN B
okHO. To TyT, TO TaM pa3mgaBajuCh BeCeIbIe TOJOCA CTYIMO30B.
KTo-TO BBIBOAMI KpacUBBIM TOJIOCOM MecCHIO. BOT mociblimiancs
B3pBIB 3aJ0pHOT0 Mosioforo cmexa. M toipko 1o Kepecta HUKoMy
He ObLIO Jena.

— Hy, T eciu 1 paccKaxellb, TO paccKaxKellb! — BOCXUILEH-
HO 3aMeTuJ1 Xapoc.

®Dynoc KUBKOM MOATBEPANII, YTO COIJIACEH ¢ MHEHUEM Opara.

— D10 xe Hamo! XKepect BenukonenHsiiit! — mpomoKuil TeM
BpeMeHeM Xapoc. — Ho MbI ¢ 6paToM Ha 3TO MOMAIUCh!

— BpyHuika! — HeoXUIaHHO JJaCKOBO pacTperiaja BOJIOChl Ha
ronoBe Kepecta 'apuab.

— Ha? — npuurypuics Ha Hee 2KepecT. — A Thl KaK 3[eCh 0Uy-
TWJIach?

IJIABA 2

lapuaib Ha ceKyHIy 3ayMaliach, a TOTOM XUTPO YJIBIOHYJIACH:

— A Kak Xe yXuH?

— Jla Jeuuii ¢ HUM, ¢ TeM YKMHOM! — HEOXMIAHHO OYXHYII
Taprak.

30



— Taprak!

DTOT BO3TIJIAaC BEIPBAJICS HE TOJIBKO y MeHs. S yBepeH, uTo Te,
KTO 3HAET HaIlIeTO TPOJLIS, ObUTH OBl YIUBJICHBI HE MEHBIIIE MOECTO.

— Tl oTKa3bIBacUIbCs OT CBSITOTO, OT YKMHA? — ITOPaXKeHHO
BBIIOXHYJT TUMOH.

— Hy, Tposism Toxe MHOIIa Haao MOMOCTUTBCS, — CMYTHUJICS
Taprak. — 4 moToMm HaBepcTalo.

— Her! DToro nonycTuth HeJlb3sl! — PELIUTENBLHO MIPUXIOIHYJIA
JIamolKoit mo crony I'apuans. — Xopomo! 4 pacckaxy. Ho cHava-
J1a MBI ¢ ApH TIpUTOTOBUM «JICCHOM HAITMTOK» Ha BceX. A XKepect
cberaeT 3a OyJIoOUKaMu B CTOJIOBYIO.

— IMycte Taprak uger! — npemtoxun Pynoc. — EMy-To He OT-
KaxyT!

— Emy He oTkaxyT! — coryacuicsa ¢ HUM opat. — Bormpoc: a on
JIOHECeT ux croga?

— Mu1 BMecTe moiinem, — BoI3Basics 2Kepect. — Taprak Oyner
rapaHTHel, 9YTO HaM OYJIOUKHM AamyT (Iaxke eCIM MX CETOOHS U He
TOTOBUJIN), a 51 Oyay rapaHTUElN TOro, UTO OH MX cloja nmpuHeceT. U
TIOTOM, I JIY4Ille YMEIO TOTOBapWBATHCS C TOMOBBIMMU.

— JlanHo, Menkuit! — nobpoayuHo noryaen Taprak. — Ilo-
!

ITpumepHO Yyepes rmojyaca Mbl, MOTATHMBAsI OOKUTAIOIIAI HATTH -
TOK M3 YallleUeK W 3aKyChIBasl UX IMMPEKPACHBIMU CIOOHBIMU OYIOU-
KaMmu, ObLJIM TOTOBBI CIylIaTh uctoputo I'apusib.

— He 3Halo, — tuxo Hauana I'apusiib, — Kak Obl BCE CIIOXKMU-
JIOCh, €cJiv OBl sl He Obl1a o4Yepbio paBuTtess. Ho coxuiocs Tax,
KaK CJIOXUIOCH...

Jlecnvte mponwi. Hemopusa Tapusab

— I'me Moii pebeHOK?

Bricokuii cTpoiiHbIi 271b(h 03200YE€HHO OIS IBIBAJICS 10 CTOPO-
HaM.

— Bol umeete Buny Napusib? — OCBeIOMMIICSI BTOPOIA 2JIb(Q,
CTOSILIUI PSIZIOM.
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— A 9TO, y MEHS eIlle KTO-TO €CTh? — CEePIUTO OTJISTHYJICS TIep-
Bblii. — Het yxx! Ecnu 51 u peurych Ha Mog0OHbBIe UCTIBITAHUS elle
pa3, TO He paHbIIIe, YeM JIeT yepe3 CTo — aBecTu. C 3TUMU IeThMU
Takasi MOpoka!

— MHe MOMHUTCS, 4TO 5 €e Buaea B OMOIMOTeKe, TTPaBUTEb.

— Orare? CKOIBKO pa3 eil Hago TOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO HOJITOE
CHUJIEHUE 32 KHUTAMU MOXKET UCIIOPTUThH OCaHKY!

— Ho ona He cuauTt, npaButeab. OHa pacxXakKMBaeT C KHUTOM B
pyKe, — TMOSICHUJI BTOPOI 3J1b.

AHTapuanb Ortonapuas, npaBuTeab CBeTIOro Jieca, XpaHsIuii
CBeT, XMBIKHYI M, PE3KO TTOBEPHYBIINCH, HATIPABUJI CBOU CTOITHI K
oubanoreke. Cam pe3Kkuii MOBOPOT yxKe FTOBOPUJI O TOM, UTO MpaBr-
TeJIb He B myxe. OOBITHO 3J1b(hBI M30eTaloT Pe3KUX ABVKCHUM, MSIT-
KH€ Y TJIaBHBIE CYUTAIOTCSI XOPOILIMM TOHOM.

Bropoii a1b¢h ocyxnarole Imokadaj ToJI0BOI:

— Ox, netu-getu! Haxe mpaBuUTENs CIIOCOOHBI BBIBECTU U3
ce0bs.

— Jloub Most!

Mononas 3ab¢uiika MogHsIa 04apoBaTEIbHYIO OEJIOKYPYIO TO-
JIOBKY Ha POJTHOM roJioc, OTPBIBAsICh OT CTPAHUIIBI OOJIBIIIOTO TOMA,
KOTOpPBIA AepxXKajla B pyKax.

— UYto TeOe Tak HYXHO B 3TMX IPeBHUX KHUTAX, [apuanp? —
Tl'onoc mpaBuTesist ObLT MOJAOH OTYECKOM 3a00ThI.

— 4 uury HeKOTOphle pa3bsICHEHMSI, KOTOPHIE MOTJIM OBl MHE
JIaTh TIOHMMaHWe, OTell, — MSITKUM MEJIOIUIHBIM TOJIOCKOM OTO-
3Bajiach ['apuanieb.

AHTapua/Ib JAaXe Ha MUT 3a1i000Bajics nodepblo. McTuHHas
snbduiickasg npuHuecca. Kakas rpamust B aBuskeHusix! DTu 00J1b-
IIe CUHUE IIa3a Ha 00paMIICHHOM 0eJIOCHEXKHBIMU JIOKOHAMU JTH-
yuke! Kak oHa moxoxa Ha cBoo MmaTh! Kak He BoBpems1 CaHTadb
octaBujia AHTapuasi! A Belb HUYETO yXe He cAeaclllb...

— IloHumaHue yero, J04Yb?

— IloyemMy Haira Marust He IECTBYET B JIIOJCKOM Tpane? — ¢
JI0Caiof OTJIOXMIa KHUTY B CTOPOHY 3nbbuiika. — S mpobosasa
MpocTeiiime 3aKJIMHaHUSA, HO 3P @eKT ObLI TOpa3uTeNIbHbIA.

— U B yeM XKe 3akmouaics 3ToT 3PpdekT? — ¢ MHTEPECOM CITPO-
cu1 AHTapuaJIb.
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— B ToM, uTO He ObIJTO HMKAKOTO 3(pdekTal — cepauTo oTpesa-
na Tapuanb. — Kak OyaTo s1 1 He Bafelo Maruei.

— ThI TBOpMIIA 3aKJIMHAHMS JIECHO Maruu, — yJIbIOHYJICS AH-
Tapuasb. — KX mommepskuBaeT jec. Ho Tae THI B ropoje 3TOT Jiec
Buaeaa’?

— Ho tam xe ectp marn! OHU IIpW MHE TBOPWJIM MarmdecKue
BO3MIEICTBUS, — HaxMypuiachk [apuaiib.

— OTO Apyroil BUA Maruv, — TEPIEIUBO TMOSICHWI TMpPaBU-
TeIb. — DT0 moacKas Marus. OHa AefiCTBYeT Ha MHBIX TIPUHIIMIIAX.
Ho yuTu, oHa 3HaUuTeNbHO cllabee JIECHOI.

— Ho oHa tam aeiicTByeT, B TO BpeMsl Kak OT Hallleii, 6oyiee cu-
JIBHO, HET HUKAKOTO ITPOKY! — BO3MYIIEHHO BhiTaauia ['apuanb.

— Hy u uto ThI, B TaKOM cjlyyae, Xouelllb? — MOAHITI OpoBb AH-
TapusJib.

— S xouy, 4TOOBI MBI HE OCTaBaIMCh O€33alIMTHLIMU B JTI0O0M
MecTe, Tae Obl HU HaXOMWJIMCh, — CKPECTUJIa PYKU Ha TPYAu Jie-
BYIIKA.

— Ho MBI He mokumaeM Jiec, 3a MCKJIIOUEHUEM Ype3BBIYaiiHO
penkmx ciaydaeB. K ToMy Xe UIST 3TOTO M CYIIECTBYET «3eJIeHAas
cTpaxa». Thl, KcTaTu, Mpoliila HEOOXoAuMBIN Kypc. HauanbHuUK
OTO3BaJICS O TeOe BeChMa IMOXBAIBHO.

— Ho 310 He Mmarus, oren, — [apusiab moMopiuiaach. —
Jlydmie pacnopsimvch, 4TOOBl HAIlM Maru OOYyYWJIM MEHS JIIOJ-
CKOUW Maruu.

— OHM 3TOTO HE MOTYT CAENIaTh, — PACTEPSTHHO OTO3BAJICS TIpa-
BuTesb. — OHM AaXxe He oOpallaJM Ha JIIOICKYI Maruio ocodoro
BHMaHMsA. OHa M3HAYAILHO cllabee Halllel Marnu B jiecaX. Kax Tol
HE MOXEeIlIb 3TOr0 MOHSTh?

— Ho THI cam cka3zaj, 4To MBI MHOTAA BBIHYXIEHBI TTOKUIATh
Jiec, MyCTh U B peAKUX clydasix, — [apuaab TpeboBaTesIbHO CMOT-
pefa Ha OTIa. — A YTO, €CJIM B OMH U3 TaKMX CIyJacB HaM BCTpe-
TATBCS CUJIBHBIN Mar, ¢ KOTOPBIM Hallla «3¢JIeHast CTpaxka» He B CH-
Jlax OyJeT CIpaBUTHCSI?

— Hy, Takoe BpsiI 11 MOXET CITYIUThCSI, — XMBIKHYT AHTapy-
571b. — MBI IeICTBUTENIEHO KpaifHe PelIKO OKa3bIBaeMCs B TaKUX
curyanusx. X mpocto HEBO3MOXHO MpPeayranath.

— Tol B 3TOM yBepeH? — MPUILYypPUIACH IE€BYLIKA.

— Yero ThI Bce-Taku XOYelllb?
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— S Xouy 0OyIMThCS JTIOACKON Maruu, — HaIPSIMYIO OTBETHIIA
lapusnb. — W B IlIkose, HACKOJBKO 5 3HAIO, YXKe 00y4aauch 2Jb-
()38

— Ot 351b0hBbI YA OT CBOETO HAPOJa, — CyXO OTBETU AHTa-
puab. — Hu onMH U3 HUX Tak U HE BEpHYJICS B Jieca.

— S1 BepHycCh B Jiec, oTell, — 3aBepuJia ['apusiib.

— BOT TONbKO HEW3BECTHO, MPUMET JIU OH TeOs, — TOPbKO
VJBIOHYJICS MPaBUTENb.

— A4TO, yXe OB IpelieIeHThI? — HAaCTOpOXKMIach ['apuass.

— Her. Ho He xoTtenoch Obl, 4TOOBI Thl ObLJIa MEPBOl. — AHTa-
PU3JIb HEMHOT'O TTIOMOJTYaJI, TOTOM HEOXOTHO cKasasl: — [IpocTo Te,
KTO TaM oOyyaJicsl, TaK U He mpoboBaiy Bo3BpaiaTbes. Hu oauH.
YeM ObLIM OTpaBJIeHBI UX YMbI, Mbl HE MOXEM CKa3aTb.

— 4 BepHYCH, OTell, — TUX0 cka3zajna ['apuanbs. — O0s13aTeIbHO.

— Tel — moub mpaBUTEIsT, — CO 3HAUYEHUEM CKas3al AHTapu-
a5b. — WM y TeOs mepBhiii ypoBeHb Hdapa. Tebe He KaxkeTcsl, UTO Thl
CTAHOBUIIBCS JJTAKOMBIM KYCOYKOM JIJIsI JTIoAeii?

— Hy, aTOT Kycouek MOXeT cTaTh JII0OOMY TIOTIEpeK ropja, —
TOHKO YJIBIOHYJIaCh JEBYIIKA.

[IpaBuTeIb MOATO CMOTPEN HA T0Yb, Pelast IIPo ceOsT KaKylo-TO
3amady, MOTOM B3IOXHYJT:

— Ectb y MeHs onuH 3HakoMBblii... Hy, eciu TouHee, To XOopo-
vt 3Hakombii. Yenosek. [To mpockoe ellle 0THOTO 3HAKOMOTO OH
oOyuasics y Hac JecHoii Mmaruu. CuibHbIi Mar. Tak BOT, OH Bpoje
OnbI sBsieTcs aupekTopom Ilkonbl B XayHaape. Hago Oyner Hana-
JIUTH cTapble cBsi3u. Ho st 3TO cenaio ToJabKO MOcje TOro, Kak mo-
COBETYIOCh C HAIlTMMM MaraMW M COBETHUKAMM.

— Cnacubo, otel! — pagocTHO yabliOHYAach [apuaib.

— He cnemu 6iaronaputb, — HaxMypuiicst AHTapuaib. — [lo-
Ka e1ie s He Tomydrt ogoopenne Coseta. [1peaqayBcTBYIO, 9YTO 3TO
OynmeT HeJlerKuM fesioM. Bee-taku Thl Most 1oub. ClienoBaTesIbHO,
BO3HMKHET Macca BOIIPOCOB.

— Kakux? — tpeboBarenbHo cripocuiia ['apusiib.

— Beskux, — HeolpeneJeHHO OTO3BaJiCs MpaBUTeIb. — Bor
XOTd ObI: Tae TeOs1 TaM nmocenuTh? Kakylo BelIeauTh oxpaHy?

— Ho 3auem? — Tl'apuanb peliuTeNbHO 3aXJI0MHYJ1a KHUTY, Jie-
KaBllylo Ha ctojie. — He Hamo aduinupoBath Moe npeObiBaHUE B
toii Illkose! 5l oTpaBIIOCh Tyma MHKOTHUTO. byny Kak 1 Bce ocTa-
JIbHBIE.
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— Mos moub — KakK oCTaJlbHbIe?! — yXKacHYJICSI AHTapU3JIb. —
Ja Tl TOHMMAaEIb, YTO ThI TOBOPUIIIH?

— 4 oTMYHO Bce NMOHUMAI, — HaxMypujiach 3ibduiika. —
BcmomHM, 9TO OMHA M3 HAIIMX HOOpomeTeaeit, — 3TO TO, UTO HaIIl
Hapol He CYMTAET ceOsl JTIydIle OPYyTUX.

— XoTs1, Ha caMOM Jiejie, OH JIYYIINiA, — KWBHYJ OTell.

— Tak yX u Iydimii? — JiyKaBo B3IJIsIHy/Ia Ha Hero [apuab.

— Ha cerogHsmmHMit neHp — YY1, — TBepIAO OTO3BajIica AH-
Tapuasib. — PaHbIe ObLIM elle OpakoHbl. Ho 3T0 OBUTO AaBHO...
Jlyuie ckaxu, kakue o0JacTy JIIOACKOW Maruu Tedsi 3auHTepeco-
BaJI?

— KoHeuHo ke MeHsI MHTEPECYIOT BO3MOXKHOCTH 3aIIuThl. Hy
¥ OT KOe-KaKNX ITPUEeMOB ICIUTETBHOI Maruy s TOXe He 0TKa3a-
Jlachb Obl.

— Xopoio. — [IpaBurens 3aayMUnBO ITOCTYYasl IajlbliaMU 10
CTOJIY, PSIIOM C KOTOPBIM CTOSII. — Jlymaro, 94To 3T 3HaHUS He Oy-
YT JINITHUMU 719 Hac. A BOT OTHOCUTEIBLHO TOTO, KaKMM 00pa3oM
MOXKHO TIOJIYYUTh UX, MBI periuMm Ha CoBere.

lapuanp mpoBoaWIa B3IJISIAOM YXOJSIIEro oTla W B3IOXHYJA.
Ha camom gene eit He Tak yX U ObLI HEOOXOAUM 3TOT Kypc o0yue-
Hus. B ueM-To oTtenI 1IpaB, 57b(bI PIKO MOKUIAOT CBoM Jieca. Ja u
«3eJieHas CTpaka» Xopollia, cJoB HeT. Ho Hacrosiyo nmpuyuHy
cBoero kenaaHus ooydatbes B Lllkomne ['apusib He peluaach moBe-
JIaTh.

ITpuuuHa 6puTa MpocTa — ckyka. HeT, He ckyka, a CKYKA! Bri
HE MOXeTe cebe MpeJACTaBUTh, KaK TSKEJOo, KOraa JeHb 3a THEeM
MPOMCXOIUT OOHO U TO Xe. ['apuaib Oblla yBepeHa, YTO OTBET Ha
BOIIPOC, TI0YEMY 3JIb(EI, TOKIMHYB JIeC, He BO3BpaIllaloTCs, OHA 3Ha-
€T HaBepHsKa. TaM, 3a CTeHaMU JIepeBbEeB, COBCEM JIpyTast XKU3Hb.
Tam Bce Bpems uTo-HUOY b MpoucxoauT. C TeM OellIeHbIM TEMIIOM,
B KOTOPOM XHUBYT JIFOAU, HE MOXET ObITh OTHOOOpa3usi. 2Kajib, 4TO
€e COpOINYM ITOT0 He TTOHMMAIOT!

Tak. YacTtb cBOEiM 3a1aun oHa BbINOJHWUIA. [T1TaBHOE ObLIO YOe-
IuTh oTua. OctaabHOe OH caenaeT caMm. ['apusiab Kak mpuMepHast
JIOYb OTJIMYHO 3HaJIa, 3a KaK1e phIYard Hamo Ieprarth, Il TOTO 9TO-
ObI MOJIYYUTh KeJlaeMoe. A 9To, MexX 1y IpouuM, Hejterko! Hamo xo-
POIIIO 3HATh, KOTJA MMPUKUHYTHCS «04apOBallIKOii», KOraa Heo0Xo-
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JIMMBI TOTUYECKUE TOBOJIBI, 2 KOT/Ia MOXXHO U IMOKaNpu3HU4aTh. [a
BJIajies] 3TUMU METOAaMU, MOXKHO W3 JIFOOOTO MYXKYMHBI BEPEBKU
BUTB!

lapuanb Becesno (hbIpKHYJA ¥ HATIPABUIACH B «TTOIOIILYIO» POIILY.
DTO OBLIO €€ TIOMMOe MECTO TTocIe OMOIMOTEKU. Tak XOpouIo Obl-
JIO OTKMHYTbCSI Ha TpaBy U O0€3IyMHO CMOTPETh B HEOO, HabIoaast
32 MEUICHHBIM TIePeIBUKEHUEM OOJAKOB, CIyIlasi MEePECBUCTHI
MMUYYT, HACJAXIasICh JIACKOBBIMU JIydaMU CBETHJIA, CKOJIb3SIIIUMU
no nuiy. [lotom, HaBepHoe, puayT JaHu. OHU Bceraa MPUXOASIT
non Beuep. JlaHM IIpUBEAYT CBOMX NeTeHbIeii. OHU Takue 3a0aB-
Hble, 9TU Majbiiiku! VI ¢ HUMU Tak Beceso uUrparh.

lapusnp yckopuna mar. Jla, cerogHst TaM xe, B poiie, Oyaer
netb [Maporasnb! OH ymeeT netsb cepaueM. Hu B koem ciiyyae Hellb-
351 TIPOITYCTUTh ITO JIEHCTBO!

Ho Benb moTom, eciu ee IjiaH yiacTcs, MPpUIETCsS BCE 3TO OCTa-
BUTb. BbITh MOXeET, faxe HaBcerna! ['apuaiib Ha CEKyHILy OCTAaHOBU-
Jnack. Ho motoMm Tpsixayna Bonocamu. A! Hy u octasmio!

— Ho 3auem? — DOnpromuen Tuxuit Illar, komaHaup oTpsia
CTPEJIKOB «3€JICHOM CTpaxXn», HemoyMeBalole cMoTpen Ha apu-
5J]Ib. — 3a4eM Thl XOUelllb UATU K 3TUM JIOAsIM?

— CrpaHHO, 1 OTKya Thl 3HACIIIb O MOEM KeJJaHNU? — TOBEP-
HyJlach K Hemy ['apusiib.

— OO0 sTtoM rosopuioch Ha CoBeTe. ThI ke 3Haellb O MOUX YyB-
crtBax! U THI Xo4elIb MOKUHYTh MeHS?

— OnapranueH! — JleBylllka CTpOro cBejia OpoBU K MEepeHOCHU-
1e. — S 3Hao. Ho BcmoMHuU 0 TOM, 4TO 3TO TBOM yyBcTBa. U enre
He 3HAYUT, 9YTO U Y MEHS Takue Xe. B mepBylo odepens 3abdhoM
JIOJIKHBI pYKOBOJIMTB COOOpaxkeHus 0J1ara iJist cBoero Hapoja. To,
YTO 1 COOUPAIOCH CAeNaTh, IMKTYETCS UMEHHO TAKUMHU COOOpaxe-
HUSIMM. ..

DIBTIMMEH IPYKAI JAIOHB K TPYAU U cOOpaICs YTO-TO BO3pa-
3UTh.

— WM g ente cauikoM MoJioaa Jist TOTO, YTOOBI IyMaTh O CEMeii-
HOM coto3e! — MmocTaBujIa TOUKY [apuais.

Dbd oropyeHHO B310XHYJ. Ero rinaza ¢ Moab00#t B3upaiu Ha
Hee.



