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T'nasa 1
BCTPEYA

[Ton Beuep Ha ynuie TpuMopo3uiao. CHEr MOCKPUIIBIBAJ IO
TeIUIbIMU BaJleHKaMU, BECEJI0 CBETWIMCh OKHA, MPUYYAJIUBO pa3-
pUCOBaHHbBIC JIEATHBIMU Y30paMU, — JIyYIIIN MacTep-CcTeKIope3
TaKk He caenaet! Tam, B TeTuie, B YIOTHOM KEJITOM CBETE, OTAbIXa-
JIM, Y>KMHaJIU, KOe-KTo elle pabortai... M3 omHOro noma AoHO-
CWJICSI CTPOMHBIN XOp TOJTOCOB — BUAMMO, BCTPETWJINCH CTaphie
IPY3bsl M PEIININ CIIETh XOPOIIYIO MECHI0. A MOXET, K CMOTPY
TaJIJaHTOB FOTOBMWJIMCH, TECHS-TO ONHA W3 Jydlliux, «Bmepen, K
nobene!» Ha3bIBAeTCS.

Maiiia He 4yBCTBOBajIa XOJI0/a — CJIUIIKOM YX XOpolliee Ha-
CTpOeHHUE y Hee ObLIO, a paJoBajach OHa TOMY, UTO € HaKOHell
MpU3HAIKU Jy4yllleil mBeeli-MoTopucTKoil oonactu! Cam Bropoit
cekpeTrapb Ipue3xkaa, 4ToObl BpyuduTh Mallle Harpaay 3a ee He-
JIETKUIA TPYJ M BbIHECTU OJIaroJapHOCTh! ¥ JeBYILIKU BCe B Ipyau
3aMMpaJio, KOrjJa oHa BCIIOMMHaJa OmyXoTBOpeHHoe uio Cek-
peTapsi, ero BIOXHOBCHHYIO PCYb...

CrnoBoMm, 3TUM BedepoM Maia (Tak ee JIJaCKOBO 3Bajiid Ipy3bs,
cokpalias ee UMsi — MalllMHHO-aBTOMaTru4eckas mBest No 372)
ObLTa coBepleHHO cuacTauBa. OHa IUTa TOMOI ¢ COOpaHUS U
MpeaBKyllana, Kak CTaHeT paccKas3blBaTb 000 BCEM B OOIIEKUTUU
00MUPpaIOIIMM OT BOCTOPTa M 3aBUCTH ITOAPYKKaM (XOTS 3aBUIO-
BaTh HEXOPOIIIO, 3TO BCE 3HAIOT C JIETCTBA), PACIIMCHIBATh B Kpac-
Kax, Kakoii 3ameuarenbHbIii BTopoii cekpetaps Boxas — HamMHO-
TO JIydllle, YeM JaXe Ha caMbIX KpacOuHBIX murakatax! M kak oH
ITOXaJ el pyKy — KPEIKO ITOXKaJ, TI0-TOBAPUIIECKH, a TIOTOM OTe-
yeCcKU OOHSII 3a Tjieuu, 4ToObl ¢poTorpad Mor 3aredaTieTb 3TOT
mur. M kapTouky obeuian npuciaTh, C MOAMUCHIO!

5



JeByliKa CTsIHyJIa pyKaBUILy, HEXXHO IOIVIaIuia BblAaHHBIA
ceromHs 3Ha4YOK «IlepemoBUK ITPOM3BOACTBA», KOTOPHIN Teeph
KpacoBaJics Yy Hee Ha Tyjyle, 1 yckopuia uiar. Ilomesn cHer, u
Maiiia cyacTIMBO yJbiOajach, CMaxuBasi CHEXKMHKU C PECHUIL U
MIPYKUMAasT K TPYAW TOJICTEHHBIN TOM, KOTOPHIN €l Tpe3eHTOBaIN
B Harpamy 3a caMOOTBEpPXKEHHBIN TPYI, — 3TO OBLIN M30paHHEBIC
counHeHus camoro Boxasa! Jlaxke ero crpeMuTesibHasl pOCIUCH
nMeJIach Ha TUTYJIBHOM JIMCTE, TaM, TOe ITOPTPET, U HUIETO, UYTO
OHa OTIeYaTaHa TUIIOrpad)CKUM CIIOCOOOM — He MOXeT ke Boxib
KaXXJIOMy II€PEeJIOBUKY IOAMMCHIBATh KHUIM JIMYHO, CJIUIIKOM
MHOTO TaKMX B MX CUACTIIMBOM cTpaHe! 3aT0O MOKHO CMOTPETh Ha
MOPTPET U BOOOpaXaTh, KaK KOIJa-TO 3TOT BEJIMKUIA YeI0BeK (Ha
KapTMHKE OH COBCEM MOJIOJIOM, Haxe 0e3 CeIMHBI) B3I PYUYKY U
pacmiicalcs Ha cBoeil ororpadun, a IMMOTOM CKa3all TIpo ceOs:
«Kak xopol110, 3T0 YBUAST COTHU, HET, ThICSYM MOJIOIBIX JIIOAEH
U OyIyT 3HATh, YTO S AyMaj O HUX B 9TOT MMTI!»

AX, ¢ KaKUM HacllakAeHNEM OHa OyIeT YUTATh CETOMHS Tepe
CHOM €ro0 CJIOBa, IMyCTb U 3HAKOMBIE [I0 MOCJIeaHEN OYKBbI, 3aydeH-
Hbl€ HAM3YCTh €llle B JAETCTBE, HO OT 3TOTO HE CTaBIIME MEHee
nmpekpacHbIMU! JIeByIlIKa Jaxke 3aKMypHUjIach, IIPeaBKYyIIast YIo-
BOJILCTBME, KOIJA BAPYT MOCKOJIb3HYJIACh U MOHsLIA, YTO IMafaeT.
«Heyxenu ctpoutenu He MPUKPBUIN IMy?! — ycriea oHa moay-
MaTbh. — Kakoe 6e300pasue, 51 Halully Ha HUX Xa...»

Kaperta oka3zanace nmpekpacHa, OHa CToWia yIJIa4YeHHbIX Jie-
Her — macrtep He oOMmaHyl. Msaryaiimumii xon, OyATO CUAMUIIL B
TOCTUHOM, a HE €Iellb 10 3arOPOIHONM IOPOre, OTAEIKA IPEBOC-
XO[THa, CUIeHbs1 yIOoOHbBI. M, pazymeercsi, yMmesel] He 103a0blI O
TOM, 4TO Ha YJIMIIE 3UMa — B CITCIIMAJIbHON KapoBHE TJICJIH YIJIH,
1 MOXHO OBLJIO CKUHYTH I1IyOy, HE PUCKYs 3aMep3HyTh. Bripouem,
Becbsimuanb-3u-Hac’ Tyspxke 10011 TEIUTO, a TOTOMY MPUBBIYHO
KyTaJICSI B HEXKHBIN MeX MOJISIPHOW KyHBH, IPEBIIUN JIYUIIe JTIO-
OBIX yTJIEH.

Bo3ok cTpeMuTesbHO Heccs MO yKaTaHHOMY CHETY, MOJ03bsI
CKOJIB3WJIM OTMEHHO, a Jyiomaneit 3u-Hac’Tyapke mpukaszam 3a-
MpsiYb CaMbIX JYUILIUX, CAMBIX OBICTPBIX M BBIHOCJIMBBIX. BumHo
OBLJIO, KaK UAET TMap OT pa3ropssueHHBIX KOHCKUX CTTUH, CIIBIIITHO,
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KaK MOKPUKHUBAET Ky4yep U IeJIKaeT KHYTOM — OUTb JIoIaaeii OH
HUKOTAA He OUJI, He ObLJIO 0CO00I HYXIbl, TOJBKO MOA0AaAPUBAI,
YTOOBI OexKaiu ObICTpee.

BechsiMUaIIb Bce-TaKM pacIiaxHysl IIyoy W MOIPaBUJI KPYKeB-
HOI BOpoTHHMK. EMy Ka3aioch, 4TO OpMIDTMAHTOBBINA 3aKNM YK-
perjiecH HepOBHO, XOTS Tepel BBIXOJAOM OTpaxkeHHE B 3epKalie
BBITJISIAENIO uaealbHO! He To 4ToObl OH MpuaaBaj 3HAaYEHUE IO~
TOOHBIM MeJloyaM, OH MOT ceOe TT03BOJIUTH JIETKYI0 HEOPEXKHOCTh
B OCXKIEe — 3TO MPOBUHIMAILI MMYCTh 3aCTETUBAIOTCS IO TOPJIO
W KpaxMaJIsIT KpyXeBa, a TAKMM, KaK OH, OTIPBICKAM JIpeBHEI-
IIIET0 PoIa ITO3BOJICHO SIBUTHCS Ha 0aJl XOTh B PaCIIaXHyTOM KaM-
30JIe 1 Jaxe 0e3 MmepuaTok.

Ho ceroagnst ciyyait 0ocoOblii: OH ObLI MpUIJIALLIEH B 3aTOPO/-
HOE MMEHME MaTepu-UMIIEpaTPHUIIbI, a 3TO Jopororo cromso! Bee
3HAJIM, YTO B NEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH IPABUT BOBCE HE MMIIEPaATOp,
n30aI0OBaHHBIN U c1aObIil I0HOIIA, a €ro MaTh, BepHee, Mayexa —
JKEHIIMHA TOCTaTOYHO MOJIONasl, C CHJIBHBIM XapaKTepoM, UMEIO-
11asi MHOXECTBO CTOPOHHUKOB TIPU IBOPE. YBBI, OHA HE ycIiesa
pOOUTH ChIHA MMIIEPATOPY, XKEHUBIIEMYCSI Ha HEil Mocjie KOHUM-
HBI TIEPBOI XKEeHbI, MHAUYE, KOHEUHO, Mocaauiaa Obl Ha MPecTos
ponHyio KpoBb! Ho MaTh-umMmmneparpuiia u 6e3 TOro 4yBcTBOBaja
cebs mpeKpacHo: MOJIOAOM MpaBUTE/b JIETKO IMOIAAICS €€ BIMSI-
HUIO U (paKTUUECKU Tepeaas BiaacThb B ee pyku. Emy Tak ObLI0
CTMOKOIHee U ynoOHee, HUKTO He Melllajl mpeaaBaTbes 3a0aBam, a
KpacoBaThCsl Ha Oajiax U IpueMax OH yMesa OTMEHHO.

W BoT 3Ta B BhICIIEH cTeNeHU ornacHas (M TeM 0oJjiee TIpuBJie-
KaTeJbHasT) TaMa IMouTHiIa BechIMM3JI TMIHBIM TTpUTIAIICHIEM !
Henb3sg 6b1TO yOAapuTh B IPsI3b JIUIIOM — OH IIPUMEPHO IIPEICTaB-
JISIT, KaKoe MPEMIOKEHNE MOXET CAelaTh €€ BeJIMIECTBO, KOl
ero yXe IaBHO, HEYCTAaHHO COBEPIICHCTBYSICH B CBOEM e, a
5TO OBIIO He TaK-TO IpocTo. M moxmasics HaKoHeI.

— Ipuosn, rocriogun! — Ciyra pacimaxHyJl IBepIly KapeTsl,
XOJIOJI IIPOHMK BHYTPb, M BeChSIMUAIIb TIOTHEE 3aKyTaJICS B IIy0Yy.

EMy nipeacTosiio mpoiiTu BCcero HECKOJIbKO IIaroB, MOIHSTHCS
Mo CTYNeHsSIM OCOOHsIKa, a TaM yX... TaM OH OyJeT B CBOEii CTU-
XUHW, U UMIIepaTpuriia OCTaHETCs NOBOJIbHA!

OH cTynuJI Ha TTOTHOXKY, ITOYYBCTBOBAJI — YTO-TO HE ITyCKa-
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€T ero, MOHsLI, YTO MOMIO0J 1IYObl 3aleNUIICS 3a CUIEHBE, OCO3HAI,
YTO ITaJaeT, — BCE 3TO B CYUTAHBIC MTHOBCHMUS.

«Tonbko He 3T0! — momyman oH. — PacTSIHYTBCS mepen BXo-
JIOM — 4YTO MOXET OBITh ITIO30pHEE...»

JlexaTpb ObL10 X0J0AHO. BechssMuanb oTKphLa ra3za... CtpaH-
HO, a KOTJIa 3TO OH YCITeJl UX 3aKpbiTh? Heyxenu, nanasi, oH yna-
PUJICSI TOJIOBOI M TIOTEPsI CO3HAHME? DTO BOBCE HUKYHA HE TO-
nutcs! Tenepb oCTaeTcsl TOJBKO € TTO30POM OTIIPABUTHCS BOCBOSI -
cu, 10O MMIepaTpulle HaBEpHsIKa YK€ TIOHECIH, KaK 0CpaMuUJICs
oauH u3 pona 3u-Hac Tyspxke!

OH MOIHSLI TOJIOBY — J1a, KPYroM CHeT, Ho... I'ne kapera, rue
CTYIIEHM OCOOHSIKA, CIyru, HakoHel?! BecbsiMuab Jiexan B TJy-
OOKOM Cyrpode, KaKiux He MOIJIO OBITh Mepe. MapagHbIM BXOg0M!
W... BoKpyr npocTupaicsd He KaKoh-HUOYIb MapK, a caMblil Ha-
CTOSILLIMIA JIecC.

BHyTpu Bce moxojomeio, ¥ BOBCe HE OT MOpo3a. BechsIMmaIIio
JIOBOAMJIOCH CJBILIATEL O 3a0aBaxX MPUOJIMKEHHBIX UMIEpaTPULIbI!
UYrto, eciu ero, He OMpaBIaBILIEero HalEX I, BEIBE3JIU B JIeC M OCTa-
Buiau ymmpats?! Hy, monoxuMm, cpa3y OH He 3aMep3HET, MeX Ky-
HBM TpeeT IMpekpacHo, Ho... Kyma uatu, yro genatw?.. «[Ipexae
BCero, He MaHUKOBaTh, — cKa3aj OH cebe. — BeposiTHO, s re-To
HeIajJeKo OT mocesieHus. Jla m mMmItepaTpuiia BpsiI JIM CTaHET yOu-
BaTh ogHoro u3 3u-Hac Tyaspxe! Bor momtoboBatbesi, KaKUM §
BBIOEPYCH U3 Jieca, — JAPYTOE€ JIEJ0».

OH ocmortpedcs eme pa3. OueHb cTpaHHO. BechsIMUAIIb TOTOB
ObUI OKJISICTBCS, YTO HE Y3HAET HU €IMHOIO IepeBa B 3TOM Jiecy!
Yro, HampuMep, BOT 3TO TaKOe: OCIbII CTBOJ B YEPHBIX MSATHAX?
A BTO — CO CIOMCTOM KOPUYHEBOM KOPOM, MaxHyIIeil KaK-TO
crpaHHo? ['me cTpoliHble cepeOpucThie Majva M U3SIIHbIE Yep-
Hble uan? YTo 9T0 3a KycTapHUK, B KOHLIe KOH1I0B?! He Moriu
K€ €ro YBe3THU B APYTYIO CTpaHy!

B kycrax 3arpeiano. BecbssMuaib 3aMep: eciyd TaM 4eIOBeK —
9TO OJIHO, a €CJIM AUKUIA 3Beph... OcTaHETCs TOJBKO Ha IEepeBO
JIe3Th, a 3TO HE TaK-TO IIPOCTO: CTBOJIBI TJIaAKNe, BETBY HAaUMHA-
I0TCSI BBICOKO, a OH B 1Iy0e 1 mapanHbix canorax! CoOpocuib 1ry-
Oy — 3aMep3Helllb, He COPOCHUILIL — He YOeXKHIlb OT 3Beps... M opy-
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KM HEeT, KaK Hasjlo, — HeJb3s MOSIBISITHCS Y UMIIepaTPULIbl BO-
OpYXEHHBIM!

B kycTax 3arpemano cuiabHee, M MOYTHU ITOI HOTH Bechsamm-
9JII0 BBIBAJIMJIOCH YTO-TO Oypoe, JOXMaToe... IIOJHSJIOCh Ha 3all-
HUeE JIaTbl, 3apeBelio...

V cTpaxa riaza BeJIMKA — CYIIECTBO He 3apeBesio, a YTO-TO CKa-
3aJ10 YeJIOBEYECKUM TOJIOCOM, MO0 OBbLT 3TO HE 3BEphb, a YEIOBEK,
MPOCTO B KaKOI-TO CTpaHHOM 11y0oe!

[Mpurnsanesmnch, BechbaMmuaIb MomaBIII KeJIaHUE TIPOTEPETh
I1a3a — 3TaK Kpacka ¢ pecHul noruibiBeT! Eciiu yxXe He Moruibli-
na. [lepen HUM cTosia XeHIIMHA, HecoMHeHHO. Ho kakast ato
Obu1a XeHimuHA! PocToM BBIIIE €ro Ha TOJIOBY, B IJIeYaX — Kak
nuMmneparopckuit reapaeen! Oaera Bo UTO-TO BpoOJe LIYyObI MEXOM
BHYTPb, KaK HOCSIT B IEPEBHSIX, HA TYMOOOOPa3HBIX HOTaX — IITa-
HBI (IITaHBI!) ¥ KaKME-TO HEJICITbIe BOPCUCTHIC CAIlOTH.

OH roToB ObLI YBUIETh CTPAXOJIOIHYIO Xaplo JIECHON XUTEIb-
HUIIBI, HO Y JKEHIIMHBI 0Ka3aJI0Ch FOHOE W Jake MIJIOBUIHOE JIN-
110: KPYIJIOe, C PYMSIHIIEM BO BCIO IIEKY, C BECHYIIIKAMU Ha B3Iep-
HyTOoM Hocy. Koe-kKoMy M3 3HaKOMBIX BechsamMuaiis HpaBUIKUCH
KPECThSIHOYKM, OHM JIIOOWIN, TaK CKa3aTb, pa3HOOOPa3UTh Me-
HIO, HO OH 3TOI MOIBI HE pa3leiisil — YK OOJIbHO 3TH JICBHIIBI
OBbLIY TIYTIBI U TpyOsl! BOT 1 9Ta Tapamuiachk Ha HEro KPyriabIMU
roayObIMM rJ1a3uliaMu, OyATO Ha 3amMopckoe auBo. Hamgo n6om
TOMOPIIMIIACH PhIKas YelIKa, HEIPUCTOMHO KOPOTKUE MaxKe IS
KPECThSIHKM BOJOCHI OBbLIM COOpaHbl B ABa HEJEIbIX XBOCTHUKA.
CyioBoM, peakoe ypoauiie, 3akimodni Becwsamuanb. Ho, Moxer,
OHa 3HaeT, KaK BBINTH U3 jeca?..

Maiia goyro Bopodajiach B Cyrpo0e, MbITasiCh MOAHSITHCS Ha
Horu. Tyayr BceM ObLIT XOPOIII, BOT TOJIBKO OTPaHUYMBAJ ITOIBIIK-
HOCTb, JIa M TEIIIbIC BaTHBIC IITAHKI ¢ BaJIEHKAMU ceifyac 6OJIbIIe
MeLLIAJIN. ..

DTO KyJa Xe oHa cBajuyiack? Bpone Ha ynuie MeHSIU TpyOhl,
pacKoIlaiv YTO-TO, HO... TOT/IAa OHA JO0JKHA OblTa OKa3aThCs B sIME,
a He B cyrpobe mocpenu jecal A MOXKET... MOXET, 9TO IPUSITEIN
nonmyTuian? Basnm ga oTBe3nu ee Kyma-HUOYIb, a caMU CUIST 3a
KycTamMu U aaBaTcs oT cMmexa. «Hy s Bam ycrporo! — Becesio mo-
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JIymajna oHa, BCe-TakKM YXUTPUBIIKUCH MOMHAThCA. — [laiiTe ToJb-
KO BBIOEpYCh!»

[lepBBIM meoM Maima mpoBepwia, Ha MeCTe JIM 3HAYOK. ToT
Mo-mpexXHeMy yKpalliaa ee KpenKuii 0I0CT, JaCKOBO 30J0TUJICS
Ha HeM TIpodmiib BoXIsl, MOIMUTHBAIN MeJIKIEe OYKOBKY HaIITH-
cu. KHura Toxe okasanach 1ejia, Marmra cMaxHyJsia ¢ Hee CHeT U
IocKopee crpsiTaja IoJ TYyJIyM, 3a Mosic OpIoK, — HEe XBaTajlo
ele UCTIOPTUTH TaKoH Mmoaapok!

TonpKo mociie 3TOTo IeByIIKa orisiaeaack. Jlec Kak mec. Xo-
Ts... B okpecTHOCTSIX ee ropoaka jiec ObLI YXOXKEHHbBIN, YMCTEHb-
KWH, JJECHUKW TPYIWJINCH HAa COBECTh. A TYT... KYCTapHUK, He-
MIPOJIa3HBIN OypesoM, IMoBajleHHBIC AePeBhs... A Ha OJMKauIIeM
OpeBHEe — cTpaHHbIEe 3apyOKM, OyNTO TAMHCTBEHHbIE HEIOHSIT-
Hble 3HaKkW... Kyma ke 3T XynuraHsl ee oTBe3nu? Hy Huuero,
permnmia Marira, Bpsim T OHa JaJIeKo OT JIFOIEH, a pa3 TakK, TO BOJ-
HoBaTbcsl Heuero. OIsITh XK€ 3TU HerOIHMKM, CKOpee BCero, mpsi-
yyTCcs mobanu3ocTu!

TyT KaKk pa3 3a MOBaJCHHBIM I€PEBOM UYTO-TO IIEBEIHHYJIOCH.

— Ara, BOT BbI Ile! — BO BeCh Iojioc 3aKpuyaja Maia u 1mo-
Jie3Jjla HarpoJioM 4yepe3 KyCThbl. — A Hy CTOITe, s Bac BUXKY!

OmHa 3amepJa, IIOTOMY YTO... BMECTO 3HAKOMBIX BECEJIbIX JINII
yBUIeIa YyK0e HeIOBOJbHOE 1 Bpoe Obl Aaxe McIyraHHoe. Ma-
111a HEBOJILHO TMPOTepJia Tia3a — TaKMX JII0Ieil OHa BUeNa TOJb-
Ko B yueOHmKax! 2KeHIMHa OblJla HEBBICOKOIO pocTa, Maiie e-
Ba IO YXO, HAaBEpPHO, CTPOiiHAsl U OYeHb-OUeHb KpacuBas. Jiuio
y3Koe, OyieHOe axke Ha Mopo3e, OoJbllKe 3eJeHble T1a3a U JIUH-
HIOIIIIEe TeMHBIC PECHULIBI (ITOXO0XeE, MOAKpAIIeHHbIe — BOH, IIST-
HO Ha Beke!), TOYEHBIN HOC, TOHKKME, HAAMEHHO U30THYThie Opo-
BH... A BOJIOCHI [UTMHHBIC-JIMHHBIE, 30JIOTUCTHIC: Ha JIOY 3aBUTAs
IIpsib, C BUCKOB ITOMOOPaHBI, VIOXKEHH ¢3aI1 KaK-TO XUTPO, a TI0
IJieyaM pacchlinaroTcs JOKOHbI. M Bce 3TO 60raTcTBO YBUTO 1ie-
ITOYKAMU C OJIECTIIINMU BUCIOJTBKAMMU.

OpeTa oHa oKa3zajach TOXe KaK Ha KapTWHKax. Ha Heit Obuta
JIJIIMHHOIIONas 1Iy0a M3 HEBEIOMOTO CepeOpUCTOro Mexa, OYeHb
IpoKas W, HaBepHO, Telias. TyT JKeHIIWHA OTCTYIMJIa Ha3al,
mryda pacmaxHysach, 1 Mailia ycresia pasrisiieTh BRICOKHE ca-
MOXKHU, BCE B lLIEMOYKAX M MpsKKax, objeralline OpHOYKU U3
KaKOTO-TO TEMHO-BHUIIHEBOTO, MEePeJMBUATOTO MaTepuaia, a ele
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JIJIMHHBIN MUIXKaK, BECh B 30JIOTOM IIUThE 1 OJECTIIIMX KaMyI-
Kax, ¥ MOpe Kpy:XeB — Ha Iliee, Ha TPYIM, Ja M HAa pyKaBax BOH
Toxke! B ymrax cepsru, ToxXe ¢ KaMyIIKaMM, Ha MaJIeHbKHUX pyKax
nepyaTkud — TOHKWE, HaBEPHO, XOJIOIHO B TaKUX. Maiiia MoTsHy-
Jla HOCOM — TOYHO, M IyXaMHU ITaXHeT, Ja TakK, OyATO KeHIIWHA B
HUX MCKyTajach!

Ho kpacuBas-To kakas! [IeByiika xoTena ObLIO B3IOXHYTh, HO
TYT e pa3ayMaia; KpacoTa KpacoToii, BOT TOJbKO 3TO HaBepHsIKa
xmy! 2KeHIMAA 1IsT yIOBIETBOPEHUS TO ecTh. B MammHoM T0-
pOIKe TaKuX He ObLIO, Y HUX U 03 TOro MOJOIEXU JOCTATOUHO,
Jo0oii cebe Tapy HaiiieT, a BOT B OOJBIIIMX TOpojiax, OHA 3HaJa,
STHUX XEHIMH HeMajo. YTo 3k, Bce TTpodeccnt Hy>KHBI, BCE TIPO-
deccum BaxXHBI, 3TOMY €€ ellle B IIKOJIe YIUIU, U HeIPUJIUIHO
CUNTATh KOTO-TO XyXKE CeOsI TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, UTO OHA 3Ky, a THl —
mBesi-MoTopucTKa! MOXeT, K 3TOi XeHIIMHe naxke Bropoiil cex-
peTtapb obpalajics, moka He obd3aBesics cembeli! A uto? OH yeso-
BEK 3aHSTOI, BeCh B paboTe, HEKOTIa eMy Ha TaHIIbI XOOuTh! Bot
DI TAKMX KOy Y CTApaloTCsl, YTOOBI Te HE OTBJICKAINCH OT MBIC-
Jieli 0 HyXaax cTpaHbI!

Ho Bce-Takm o4eHb CTpaHHO BCTPETUTH ITOAOOHYIO CITeIIda-
JIMCTKY B Jiecy!

Maina xoTena ObLIO CIIPOCUTH, KaK Ta 3[eCh OKa3zajach 1 Ja-
JIEKO JIW JIO TIOCEJIEHUSI, HO 3Ky €€ oTiepeaua;

— D, meBKa, — cKa3ajla OHa HU3KUM roixocoM. O4eHb mpe-
3pUTENILHO BBIILIO, KCTaTU. — [ Ie 3aech Onmkaiiliiee momecTbe?

— Yt0? — onemunia Marua.

— IlomMecTbe, — pa3menbHO IMOBTOPMJIA XKEHIIWHA, HEAOOPO
npuinypuBirck. — JlepeBHs. XKuibe, OfHUM CI0BOM. THI UTO,
Tynas? Yero ycraBusiach?

— S ne tynag! — obungenmack Mama. — U g He ycTtaBuiach, g
MPOCTO CMOTpIO!

— Hacmotpenach yxe. — XKeHimHa pasapakeHHO yopasia 3a

yXO IJIMHHYIO mpsiab. — [oBOpH, Ia moxuBee, moka s1 Te0s He
npoyJu!
— A?.. — Maiua cHoBa oToporea.

«IIpoyuun?» Tak 310 4TO 3Ke... Oif, ¥ TOIOC Bellb HE KEHCKUIA.
WM — oHa TonbKO ceityac coobpa3mia — moMaabl Ha Tydax HeT, a
9TO IJIaBHbIN npu3Hak xay! Ho ogexna-to, onexna! Mau ato may?
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Takue Toxe OBIBAIOT, OHA CibIIIANA, VXK OUeHb peakas rnmpodec-
CHSI, XOTh, TOBOPST, M BOCTpeOOBaHHas...

— Tynast, — KOHCTaTHPOBaAJI My:KUMHA W OTBepHYyJcs. [TocMoT-
pes Ha paBHOAYIIHBIN JieC M CHOBA B3MIsTHY1 Ha Mairy. — Jlan-
HO, TTonpodyeM nHaue. Tol 0TKyna Oyaeunb, Terepsi?

— A?.. 1 u3 BepxuemBeiicka, kon Y4P241, — orBeTnsia Ma-
11a, pellrB He oOpallaTh BHUMaHUsI Ha TpydocTh. OTKyaa eil 3HaTh,
KaK JOJIKHBI ce0s BECTU TaKue JIIoau. — A BbI?

— W rae 3ToT TBOM... — MyX4MHA TOMOPILUJICS.

— 41 He 3HalO, — yApyYeHHO OTBeTMIa Maina.

My:xurHa 3aKaTWJI TJaa3a, Mala gaxe ucryrajacb — He B 00-
MOPOK JIM OH cobOpasicst ynacts?! Bapyr y Moy HexXXHasl TICHMXA4Ie-
cKasl opraHu3aliusi, a OHa ero 4eM-To oouaena’?

— WUanoTka, — coBepLIEHHO CMOKOIHO npousHec oH. — Cio-
na 1ol Kak mnomnaina? C Heba cBaiuiach?

— Her, — yBepeHHo oTBeTuaa Mama. — 4 1uia nomoii ¢ cod-
paHWUsI, TTOCKOJIB3HYJIACh, yIIajia U... OUHYyJach B KycraX. HaBep-
HO, 3TO MOH APY3bs TaK IMOUIYTUJIHN, OHU THEC-TO PSIOM JOJKHBI
OBITb, s MOKpUuy um! Ay-y! Ay...

— He opm, nmypa! — pgBKHYJ Ha Hee MY:XKUMHA U JaXXe HOTOU
TOITHYJI. BBINIIIO He TPO3HO, TOJBKO CHET BO BCE CTOPOHBI TOJIE-
TeJ.

Maia pactepssHHO 3amopraja. OueHb YX CTpaHHBIN ObLT 3TOT
YeJIOBEK. ..

Hapexxna Ha To, 4TO AeBKa 3Ta U3 OJMKalilieil nepeBHU, ObI-
CTpo uccskiaa. JIubo oHa BoBce MAMOTKA, yero BechsaimMuaip He
HUCKJoYa, Juoo... Yto-To TyT ObLIO He To. HaszBaHus ropoaa oH
HUKOTIIAa He CJbIIai, pa3. [IBa — To, 4TO AeBKa, HATKHYBIINCH B
JIecy Ha He3HaKOMOTO MYKUMHY, Cpa3y He yapaja U He Meperyra-
JIach, a TMIPUHSJIACh C HUM pa3roBapMBaTh KaK HU B YeM He ObIBa-
Jo. [a e1me He THyJA IIeIO TIepeaI apucToKpaToM — a B Bechsimu-
9Jie TPYAHO ObLIO He MpU3HaTh ABopsiHMHA! Tpu — TO, KaK OoHa
cebd Bella B Jiecy, OyATO Ha IIPOTYJIKE B TOPOJICKOM ITapKe, BOH,
KaKMX-TO CBOMX JIpy3eil 3BaTh MPUHsUIIACh. A TO, UTO Ha e¢ Iyp-
HbI€ BOIUIM MOXKET HE UeJIOBEeK SIBUThCSI, 4 YTO MOXYXKE, BOBCE HE
TmoayMaiia, 3To oueBuaHo. Hy 1 emie eMy He maBa ITOKOS €€ pac-
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ckas. Ill1a, 3HauuT, TOMON, BUAMMO, C TIOCUICIIOK, yIIaja... U Ouy-
TUaach B jecy. B TouHocTH Kak oH caM. Ho 4To 3TO Morio o3Ha-
4aTh?

Bechsamuaab mpucMoTpesics — Ha Tpyau AeBKU OJecTesno Ka-
KO€-TO yKpallleHWe, BpsiA JIM 30J0TO, KOHEYHO, HO BCe-TaKHu...
KpecTbsiHkM OpollieK He HOCST: OyChl, OpacieThl, CepbI'u — 3TO
caMo co0oii, a Takux mTy4eK BecbhsimMuaib He Buaen HUKoraa. Jla
TaM, KaxeTcsl, MOPTPET ueir-To, Ha Opoluke-To! PaccMoTpeTh HU-
KaK He yIaBajJoch — JIeBKa BCE BepTeach IO CTOPOHAM, a CUJION
ee MPUHYXAaTh OH oIacajcs, 3Haj, KaKOBbI ObIBAalOT KPECThsSIH-
KM — Takasl, TOJU, JIETKO TTOHECIIYIO JolIaab OCTAaHOBUT!

W 4gto menath ganbiie? Beioupartbes u3 jieca, 3T0 OYEBUIHO —
TaK U 3aMep3HYyTh Hemojro. Bor xorma BechsaMuanap moxkanedn,
YTO He TIPOSBIISII MIpruieXXaHus B AeTcTBe! Kak Termeps mpuromm-
JIOCh OBl YMEHHE pa3kedb OTOHB! A TOrma-To OH HOC BOPOTHI —
3a4eM 3TO HYXKHO, €CJIU CJIYTU €CTh?

B 00111eM-TO MOMNBITAaTHCSI OH MOT, HO Oonacajcs, 4YTo HU4Yero
He BBIHAET — OOJIBIITMHCTBO KOe-KaK YCBOSHHBIX B AETCTBE 3HAHUIA
€My HM pa3y He IPUXOIMJIOCh IPUMEHSTh Ha MpakTUKe. «DTO oc-
TaBUM Ha KpallHUA ciiydail», — pEeLInI OH.

IToBepHYICSA, TOCMOTPEN IO CTOPOHAM — HU CJIEIOB HE BUI-
HO, HM 3aceueK Ha JePEeBbsIX, MOTSIHYJI HOCOM — OOOHSIHUE Y HEro
OBUIO TOHKUM, U 9TO MOIJIO NIpUroauthes. [lomoopan mosl mry-
OBl ¥ PEIIUTEIBLHO 3alaraj Mo TIIyOOKOMY CHETY.

— Kyna BbI?.. — yauBJI€HHO OKJIMKHYIa AeBka. OHa ycriena
HaXJIOOYYNUTh Ha TOJIOBY CBAJWBIIYIOCS IIANKY W TEIEPh BBITIIS-
Ienia erre 0oJiee HeJerro.

— He 1BOC H€710, — OTBETUI OH.

— Bbnl 3HaeTe, kyna uatu? — OnHa norHana BecbsiMuans u mo-
IIJ1a PSIIOM, ITBITAsICh 3aIVISTHYTh €My B JIUIO0. — BEI Tak yBepeH-
Ho uaete! Kak BbI qoraganuch?

— JIsIMOM MaxHEeT, — OTBETUJI OH, TTOHSB, YTO OHAa HE OTBS-
xetcsa. Kak Obl oT Hee otnenatbesi? C Opyroif CTOPOHBI, IMyCTh
UIET, BAPYT TOMOXKET OOBSICHITHCS C MECTHBIMU. ..

— Pa3Be? — JleBka mymHoO 3aconeja. — Hwudyero He 4yBcT-
ByIo! A BBI...

— Port 3akpoii, — m100e3H0 TocoBeToBan BechbsiMUaIb.

— Yto?..
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— Bynems 6ontath Ha MOpO3e — XKENYIOK 3aCTyIMIIb, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH TIEPBOE, YTO MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY, HO 3TO TIOMOIJIO — KpPeCTh-
SIHKA YMOJIKJIA.

To, uro BechssMuaIb BHIHIET K MOCEIEHUIO, OH HE COMHEBaJI-
Csl: XKUTh 3aX04Yelllb, eIlle U HEe M0 TaKOMY Jiecy 0eroM MoOeXKulllb.
Ho 4T0 menath manblie, OH ITOKa He MTOHUMAJ. ..

Tnasa 2
JIEC

Yem mosbliie OHU UM, TeM 0oJibllie HeagoyMeBaja Maiia: no-
yeMy ee CITyTHUK TaK YBEepeH, UTO MATH HaZ0 MMEHHO B 3Ty CTO-
pOHY, TIe Jec Bce TyIIe M TyIle, a He B IPOTUBOMONIOXHYI0? OH
cKasaJjl, 4To UyeT 3arax JbIMa, HO camMa Mailla, Kak HU ITPUHIOXH-
Bajlach, TaK HMYEro U He yjaoBuiaa. OHa IMOMbITagach ObLIO CKa-
3aTh 00 3TOM MYKUMHE, HO TOT JaXkKe He OTBETHJI, TOJIBKO ITOCMOT-
peJl Ha Hee MPe3pUTeSIbHO U 3allaraj cede maiblie.

OrtoMy Maia toxe ynupisiack. OHa cama ObljIa JeBYIIKOM
CMOPTUBHON, B TeIJ0Oe BpeMs roma 3aHUMajgach 6erom, 3UMoOi
XOIMJIa Ha JIbDXaX aX IO COCETHETO ropoika (eciau BAPYT XOTe-
JIOCh HaBECTUTh 3HAKOMBIX), [Iejiaja 3apsaaKy, 0e3 Tpyma CIIpaBiIsi-
Jlach ¢ KalmpuU3HBIMU MeXaHu3MaMM Ha ¢dabpuke U 6e3 ocoboii
HaTyru 3a0pachiBajia MEIIKM C KAapTOIIKOW B Ky30B IPY30BHKa.
Ho uaru no cyrpo6am u 0ypenoMy eil ObLI0 HeJlerko, HOTU BSI3-
JIM B CHEry, Mmapy pa3 OHa eJBa He IoTepsja BaJeHOK. A 3TOT
MY>XUYMHA, XOTh U ObUI OJEeT HEIOAXOISAIIE I TAKOW MPOTYIIKH,
YMYIPSUICS KaK-TO BBIOMPATh OOPOrY TaK, YTOOBI HE IPOBAJIM-
BaTbCsl B CHET M HEe HATBIKAThCsl TIOMMHYTHO Ha BEeTKU. Maiia yxe
B3MOKJIa B CBOEM TYJIyIle 1 3allbIXajach, a OH BCe I W IIel, 1
JINIIO €rO BBIPAXKaJIO TOJHKO MPAYHYIO PEIIMMOCTh. YIIIM U KOH-
YUK HOCa y Hero mokpacHenu. «OOMOpPO3UTCS XKe!» — CIoxXBaTu-
Jlack Maia. YK HacTOJIbKO €€ OMbITa 3MMHMX TTOXOJ0B XBaTaso.

Coobpaxana meByIIKa OBICTPO — pacIlaxHyJja TYJIYII, pa3Mo-
TaJla TEeIUIbIA IyXOBBIM MJIATOK U MpeNoXuia CIyTHUKY: eCu
00MOTaTh TaKOH 1aJIbl0 TOJIOBY, TO HUKAKOW MOPO3 He cTpalleH!
Tort, omHako, B3TJIAHYJ Ha Mairy Tak, OyATO OHa eMy JOXJIYIO
JISITYLIKY TOJCYHYJa, a He Teryto Beub! W He B3s1. [Tpunioch
CHOBa caMOli HaJeBaTh...
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CosceM cremHeno, Mawma ¢ TpyaoMm pasbupana, Kyaa MIET,
TOJBKO Masyujia BIIEpeaI CITMHA MYXXUYMHBI B CBeTJION mryoe. Ha
OLUYIIh OH IepeaBuraercs, 4ro ju? OHa IIMBITHY/IA 3aMepP3LIUM
HocoM (yXe ¥ IUIaTOK, MOBSI3aHHbII MOBEPX LIANKU, He criacan!)
M XOTeJ1a OBIJIO TTOIIPOCUTh OCTAHOBUTHCS HA MUHYTOUYKY — TIepe-
JIOXHYTb M 3a KYCTMKM HaBeIaThCsl. A TO TaK BOT OTCTaHELIb I10
JieJTy, TIOTOM He HarOHUIIb, U YTO IPUKAXKETe JeIaTh OTHOM B TEM-
HoM Jiecy? Bpsm au TyT ouKme 3BepH BOISTCSI, HO BCE paBHO He-
YIOTHO KakK-To. OHaKO He ycIiejia OHa OTKPBITh POT, KaK MYX4H-
Ha octaHoBWICS. «Toxe, HaBepHO, ycTall», — coobpasuiaa Marna,
00paIoBaBIINCh, YTO HE TIPUACTCS HU O YeM IIPOCHUTh, V3K OOIBHO
HETPUSITHBIM OKa3ajcs 4eJoBeK. BrpoueM, ee y4min, 4TO B Kax-
JIOM MOXHO HaiTH YTO-TO XOpOIllee, eCIM ITOUCKATh KaK CIEIyeT,
a c 3TUM MYXYMHOM OHa He 3HaKoMa Jake — Mailla cIipammBa-
Jla, KaK ero 30BYT, a OH He OTBETWJI, OyATO He yCJbIiial Bompoca!
Bot n11000mnbITHO, €/ MAY BCce TakKue, TO KTO e ¢ HUMM o0111a-
ercsa? Vinu ¢ TeMu, KTO TIOJIB3YETCST UX YCIIyTaMU, OHU ceOsl BEAyT
Jrydime?

— He tonouu, kopoBuiiia! — mpoueans My>K4liHa CKBO3b 3y-
6b1. — Croli Ha MecTe!

Marra octaHoBmIach. My>KUrHa MeUIGHHO TIOIIIE]T BIIEPEI, CTa-
pasiCh He IIyMETb. DTO y HETO I0JIy4aJoCh: BETKU IOJ HOTaMH,
OBIBAJIO, XPYCTEJIN, WX IO CHETOM HE YIJISIIHIIb, HO KYCTH 0CO-
OEHHO He Tpellalu, a CHEr He CKpuiiea. MalluH CIyTHUK B CBO-
€M CBETJIOM OJCSIHUM 3M0POBO HAIIOMMUHAJ IPUBUICHUE, KOTO-
PBIMU JIFOOWJIN IIyTaTh OPYT Apyra AeBUYOHKU B obmexkutnu. [1o-
HSITHO, YTO MEPEXUTOK IIPOLLIOro U BOOOIIE Mpeapaccyaku, HO
TaK MPUSITHO OBLIO MyraThCs U BU3XKaTh OT IIPUTBOPHOIO yxkaca!..

Tyt Tonpko Maiiia coodpasuia, 4To My>KYMHA He MPOCTO TakK
OpOAMT IO KyCTaM: BIIEPEAU BUAHEIOCH KAKOE-TO TEMHOE IISITHO...
Heyxenu nom?! TouyHo, JOM, HO HU OJHOTO OrOHbKA HE BUIHO,
IIOJDKHO OBITh, BCE CITIT JaBHO.

OT rpoMKOro cryka Maiia MoAmnpheirHyja: ee CIyTHUK 3aKO-
JIoOTUa B BopoTa. Jlom okazancs oKpyKeH BbICOYEHHBIM 3a00pOM,
cKopee JTake YaCTOKOJIOM. 3a4eM KOMY-TO TTOHAI00MIOCh TaKOe TO-
pomuTh? Wnmu, MOXeT, 3TO CeKpeTHBIN 00beKT? Ho Torma raoe ga-
coBbie?

Tyt 3a 3ab6opom 3anasiiu n1Be cobaku. M, moxoxe, 3M10pOBEH-
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HbIE U 3JII0LIME — OJHA I'pOMbIXaja 6acoMm, Kak M3 0OYKM, BTO-
past HETepIeJIMBO TIOJBbIBaJIa, OYATO HOPMAILHO JIasITh HE yMea.

Maia He yunep:kanach U nogoOpanachk nmooauxke. MHTEepecHo,
KTO TaM XuBeT? MyXunHa MOKOCUJICS Ha Hee HeJIaCKOBO, HO HHU-
yero He ckazayi. Cobaku 3axonwiuch JlaeM (Maina, Kak HU cTa-
pajach, He MOIJIa MX PaCCMOTPETh CKBO3b Ileau B 3a00ope). Ha-
KOHEIl B OKHE 3aTeIUIMJICSI OTOHEK, IMOTOM OyxHYyJa ABEepPb, ABOD
OCBETUJICSI, — BUIHO, 3aXIJIM (poHAPb, — MPOCKPUIIEST CHET IO
TSIKEJIBIMM IIIaraM#, M KTO-TO CIIPOCIJI MPAYHBIM XPUILIBIM TO-
JIOCOM:

— Kro TaM 1o Houam OpoauT?

— M1 3abnynmimcs! — ckaszana Mama pagoctHo. HakoHelr-
To moau! Tenepb XOThb MOHITHO OYIET, I/le OHM OKa3aJUCh U KaK
no0parbcs A0 goMal

— 3abayannmnchk? — TMOZO3PUTEIBHO CIPOCUIM M3-3a 3a00-
pa. — U cxonb Bac TaMm, 3a01yauBLINXCS?

— [Boe, — otBeTuna Maima yectHo. — 1 1 BOT... MOJOIOM
yesoBeK... [lycTture Hac, ImoxanyiicTa, XOJIOIHO OYCHB!

— A oTkyna Oyaete? — MpoaosoKall JoIpallBaTh XO3sIMH J0Ma.

— S u3 BepxHemBeiicka, a oH... — Maia ymokia, oxumaasl,
YTO €€ CITYyTHUK caM IIPEICTaBUTCS, HO TOT IOBeJI cebs BOBCE HeE-
OXUIAHHO.

OTcTynuB Ha3am, My:KUMHA ITPON3HEC HEBBIHOCUMO HaIMEH-
HBIM TOHOM (Mallla HUKOIIa He CJIbIXayia, YTOOBI TaK TOBOPUIIH,
pa3Be YTo B TeaTpe, KOIaa JaBajik Mbecy U3 IPEBHUX BPEMEH, UTO-
OBl 3aKJIEIMUTH MOPOKU (PeOTaTLHOTO OOIIECTBA):

— O, mobe3Hblit! OTonpu-Ka BOpoTa, He MMPUBLIK S CO CMEp-
JlaMU MEPEKPUKNUBATHCS!

Kaxk HM cTpaHHO, CYpOBBIN XO3SIMH HE BO3MYTHUJICS, 3aTPOMBI-
XaJjo Xejae30, — BUAWMO 3acoB (Maima eie moguMBUIach — OT
KOTO0 3alupaThesl B Jiecy?), — CKPUITHYJIU METIU, U BOpoTa pac-
MaxXHYJUCh. 32 HUMU OOHAPYXUJICS 3M0POBEHHBIN OOpoJad B He-
OOBSITHOM MOXHATOH IIyOe, He MHA4Ye U3 LIeJbHON MedBexXbeit
IKYpbl. B pykax oH gepxkaa Kakylo-TO CTpPaHHYIO IITYKOBHMHY,
MIpY B3MJISIAE Ha KOTOPYI0 MaIlWMH CIOYTHUK BAPYT HAIPSTCS U
IaJbIIIe YXKe CICIVI 3a IBIKCHUSIMU XO3SMHA T0Ma OYeHb BHU-
MaTeJIbHO.

Cobaku, crousio Maiie co CIyTHUKOM BOMTHU Ha ABOp, 00e-
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JKaJIM MX TI0 KPYTY U Tereph AepXKaluch mo3aau. [eByiika ycmnena
WX PACCMOTPETh HEMHOTO: 3BEPIOTM OKa3aauch orpomHubie! Ta,
yTo nodosbire (MammHOMY CITyTHUKY 9YTh HE T10 TOSIC) — MOX-
Harasl, cepo-0eJjiasi, Ioxoxas Ha OXHUBIIUI Cyrpo0, ¢ MeIBEXbHU-
MU JanuinaMu 1 6amkoii. Bropas — momeHbllle, TeMHO-cepasl,
CO 3JIBIMU TJIa3aMM Ha BOJTYBEH MOpIE.

— BbI, rocnioavH, BUXY, U3 OJaropogHbIX OygeTe, — C He-
OXMJIAHHBIM YBaXkeHHeM oOpaTuics 0opojay K MyXKUMHe. — YK
He 00ecCcyabTe, YTO OCTOPOXHMWYAI0, HOUb HA IBOPE, a JIIOAU BCSI-
KHe ToManarTcs...

ToT B OTBET TOJIBKO (DBIPKHYJI, TOTOM cMepui Oopogaya Xo-
JIOTHBIM B3TJISIIOM U CITPOCHT:

— ThI KTO TaKOB OyIelIb?

Maia moauBuiaach: M KaKk He CTBIAHO TaK pa3roBapuBaTh C
YeJIOBEKOM HaMHOTO cTapiie cedsi! A TOT-TO KaK CTpaHHO ceOs
MOBEJI: B3sUI BAPYT CTAIIWJ IIAMNKY (CTPaHHYIO IITYKOBUHY, MpaB-
Jla, He OIYCTWJI) U CKa3a:

— Speykowm 3Bathb. Apeyk JlecHUK.

— YTo necHUK, g moraganacs, — XMbIKHYJI MyxxuuHa. — Hy,
J00e3HbIN Apeyk, MOXellb yIOCTOBEPUThCI — 51 OE30pyXkKEH.
U omycty camocTpes, He pOBeH Jac TeTUBa copBeTcs!

— He copsetcsi, — mpoBopuyaia TOT, HO caejal TakK, KaK Mo-
npocunu. — Iloxanyiite B 1oM, TrOCHOAMH.

— A moueMy BBI €TO Ha3bIBaCTE TOCTIONMHOM? — TTOJTFOOOTIBIT-
cTBoBasa Marna.

— JIBIK a Kak ke MHauye? — yAUBJIEHHO IMOKOCHUJICS Ha Hee
6opomau. — Cpa3sy BumaTh, 01arOPOIHEIN TOCIIOANH, pa3Be XK MOX-
HO MHaye?..

Maiuna Huvyero He noHsiia. [Touemy rocnoauH? Kakoit Takoit
TOCTIONWH U TIPX YeM TYT 0J1aropoacTBO? DTO MOHSITHE 1Mo Marm-
HOMY pa3yMEHMIO 03HayajIo MpOsIBJIeHUE BBICOKOI HPaBCTBEHHO-
CTU, YECTHOCTU U BOOOIIE BO3BBIILIEHHOCTH.

— IIpoxoaute, rocnoauH. — bopomau M300pa3ua 4YTO-TO
Bpoae nokioHa. [Tocmorpen Ha Mamy: — W Thl, AeBKa, MPOXo-
JIU, HeYa MEP3HYTh!

Maina nmocayiHo mnpoiia B JoM. TaMm ObLIO XKapKo HaTOILIE-
HO, cpa3y 3aX0TeJOCh CKMHYTb TYJIYI 1 BaJE€HKU, HO OHA CTECHSI-
JIach pa3neBaThCs 0€3 pa3pelieHUs.
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YynHO TOJBKO, UTO BMECTO MPUBBIYHOTO SIPKOTO IJIEKTpUUEC-
CKOIO CBeTa MOMelIeHUE OCBelaaoch cBeyaMu. HeyxxTo noM Ha-
XOJIMUTCS TaK JajieKo B JIECy, UTO TYT HeT aaxe Jlammnoudek Boxas?
Wau mpocto aBapus Ha IMOACTAHIIMM M 3aBTpa cBeT mamyt? Ho
BCE paBHO, ITOYEMY CBEYM, HEYXKEJIM HET KEPOCUHOBOM JTaMITBI?

— Bpems nozaHee, — ckasai JJECHUK, ITPUCTparBasi CaMOCTPeN
Ha KpIOK, BOUTHIA B cTeHy. — ['OCIOAMH MOYMBaATh XKeJaeT UiIn
OTKYIIaTh YeTO-HUTO?

— TlocriogwH KemaeT y3HaTh, TI¢ OH oKa3ajicsa. — MalliH CITyT-
HUK cOpocui 11yOy, IOoIpaBUl pacTpeIlaBlIylOCs] IPUYECKY. —
M xakum o0pa3oM 3TO MPOU3OIILIO.

SApeyk nomonyai, 3abpai 60pony B KyJaK, MOTOM MPOU3HEC:

— Hy, 6auxaifiumii mocenok TyT Heaajnede. [lepenyTuHCKOM
HasbIBaeTcsl. 3aBTpa CBeIy Bac Tyma. A 9TO IO MPOYero, TO MEHS
He TIBITaliTe, caM He 3Halo, pacckaszaTh He cMory. CTapocTa repe-
MMYTUHCKUI BaM BCe OOCKaXkeT, a s UTO — s B JIeCy XKUBY, 3HATh
HUYero He 3Halo, BUAETh HUKOTO He BUXKY. Pa3Be BOT 3a0yauTcs
KTO BpoJe Bac...

— SlcHo. — MyXuMHa OTJsiaeNcs, MOMOPIIUIICS Ope3riau-
BO. — SICHO, UTO HMYEro He SICHO...

— OTyXXuHaTh MoXxenaere, ToCnoauH? — MoA000CTPACTHO CIIPO-
cun fApeyk. — BoT, MOJIOUKO TOIUIEHOE, TOJAbKO CErOIHSI U3 IO~
ceJika MpUHeC, XJeOyIlIeK OMsTh XKe...

MyX4nHa CKOPYMJI TaKyl TpUMacy, OyATO JIECHUK IThITANICS
HAKOPMUTD €T0 KUBBIMM KabaMM, HO IMMOJHOIICHUE TTPUHSII.

— A MOXHO MHe Toxe? — monpocwia Maiiia, yauBieHHas Ta-
KUM ToBeneHuem 6oponaya. CoBceM HeBocnuTaHHbIN! KoHeuHo,
MYKYMHBI C KCHITMHAMU BO BCEM PaBHBI, HO TIPUHSITO BeOb IIe-
BYIIEK yBaXaTh!

— A TBI CBOE MECTO 3Haii, eBKa! — IIBIKHYJI Ha Hee JISCHUK U
MOBEPHYJICS KO BTOPOMY CBOEMY TOCTI0. — DTO Ballla OyneT, roc-
MoauH?

— Ipubaynunachk Mo A0pore, — XMBIKHYJ TOT M TOIHSJICS
MU3-3a CToJa, B3sJI CBOW 11yOy. — ThI 1mpaB, J100€3HbIN, BpeMs
MO3IHEe.

— Iloxanyiite cioga. — fApeyk pacnaxHya ABEpb B IyOuHe
moMma. — He m3BoIbTe COMHEBAThCSI, KPOBAaTh XOPOIIasl, CIICII-
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aJIbHO NEePXKY, €CIU BAPYT KTO OJaropoaHbIi CAy4yaiilHO MUJIOCTD
okaxeT. YucteHbko Bce. [ToxenaeTe yero, KIMKHUTE!

MyXunHa KMBHYJI, YCMEXHYBIINCH KpaeM pTa, IPOTSIHYI Py-
Ky. Maina ngymasna, 4yTo JIECHUK €€ TOXMET, HO TOT €Ba KOCHYJI-
cs Y3KOH JIaloHM, J1a elle IMMOKJIOHUJICS TP 3TOM. J[eByIIKe I10-
Ka3aJ0Ch, OYITO YTO-TO OJIECHYJIO, METaJLT KaKOH-TO, HO 3TO MOT
OBITH MPOCTO OJMK OT OTHS HAa MHOTOYMCJICHHBIX MEPCTHSX ee
CITyTHHKA.

— bmarogapcTByto, rocionuH, — IMPOU3HEC JEeCHMK, a Maima
CHOBa Iopa3ujiach: B JOM IMPUIJIACUI, HAKOPMWI, CIaTh YJIOXWI U
cam ke Omaromaput?! MoxeT, oH HeMHOXKO Toro? He B cBoeM
yme?

JIBepb 3a MyXXUYMHOI 3aTBOpuUJach, U SIpeyk MOBEpHYJCS K
Marue.

— Hy, dero Bcrama? — mpou3HEC OH COBCEM IPYTUM TO-
HoM. — CKuabIBail TyJ1yn U OOyBKY Ja CaaucCh, HE TOIYM, IOJIbI
MBIThI!

Maina youBMiIach — e¢ CIIyTHHUKY OH He MPEIIOXWII CalloTH
CHAITb, a CHera Ha HUX ObLJIO He MeHbIIIe, yeM Ha ee BajeHKax! Ho
00 5TOM OHa OBICTPO 3a0bliIa: MMeJIach OJTHA HaCYIIHasl Ipoodsiema.

— Speyk, a MHe Obl... — Maina 3amsiiach — HeyaZoOHO ObLIO
crpalniMBaTh HE3HAKOMOTO YejioBeka o TakoM. — Hy...

— Yero mbruuib? — Haxmypuics ToT. [Totrom, BUanMMO, 10-
ramancs: — Jlo Betpy, uro nmu? Ha mBop mau, Heuero TyT. Cobaku
He TPOHYT, HEe OOMCh. 3a YIIOM TaM.

[Mpunnrock cHOBa BEIXOAWUTH Ha MOPO3. M Kak TyT JIIOIM KM-
BYT, IMBUJIAch Maiia, eciid y HUX IO CUX ITOP OTXOXME MecTa BO
nBope! IToau, n Bogornposoaa HeT! Kyna e aTo ee 3aHecno?

Cobaku mpoBOAWIN €€ 10 MecTa U odpatHo. He cauikoM-to
9TO OBLIO MpUATHO. [Ipu3HaATBCS, OHM COBCEM HE IMOXOMMIN Ha
JIAaCKOBBIX JOMAILHUX TICOB, CKOpPee YK Ha JECHBIX 3Bepeii!

— Emp maBait ma cmath JIOXWCh, — BCTPETHII ee Speyk. —
Bon, Ha naBky. /la xparieTb He B3ayMaii!

— 4 He xparutio, — obuaenach Mamia. — A CKaxuTe...

— Henocyr MHe ¢ To6oii 6oaTaTh. — JIECHMK T0JI€3 Ha TeYb. —
JloxxuThces Oynelb, JamIty 3anayii. Jla He Toroun!..

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT C €YU TOHeCCsl 0OTaThIPCKMI Xpart:
SApeyk cOOCTBEHHBIM HACTaBJICHUSIM SIBHO HE CJIETOBAJL...
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Bechsimuanio He cmanoch, U MPUYMHOM TOMY ObLTa He ycTa-
JIOCTB, HE XOJI0/1 (B TETUIE €T0 yKe pa3MOpUJIO) U Iake He Xparl Jiec-
Huka. O HeT, ero Of0JIeBaIN MBIC/IM, OHA JPYTOi HEMpUSITHEE.

Yro 3a [lepenyruHck Takoit? OH HUKOIIA HE CAbIIIAI O MO-
CeJIKe C TaKMM Ha3BaHHWeM. [10710XUM, Bce MEJIKUE TTOCEICHUS 1
JIepeBYIIKM OH 3HATh HE MOXET, HO IO OKPECTHOCTSIM CTOJIUIIBI
nmoe3aua Hemaso... OmaTh e JieC BOBCe He 3HAKOMBbIil, 3TO OH
otMmeTni. Cobaku JecHUKa — He BUAA OH Takux mopoja! OnHa,
ITOJIOXMM, SIBHAS ITOJYKPOBKa, Ha BOJIKA TTOX0Xa, a BOT BTOpas
TOYHO He Ioa3abopHas IllaBKa, TaKWUX IICOB BBIBOAUTbL HAI0, B
MoJOOHBIX Belllax OH pa3oupascs Hemaoxo. M yTob aTtakoe uyau-
1IIe 1a HA pa3y He TIPpUBE3JIN Ha cO0aYbu OOM — OBITH HE MOXeT!

CamocTpen y JecHUKa CTpaHHOI'O BUAa, He Mormajgaioch Becb-
SIMUBITI0 TAKUX MOJIEJIC, a B OPY>KUM OH pa30mpasics Jaxke JIyd-
1Ie, yeM B cobakax!

Yro nBopsiHMHA fpeyK B HEM Ipu3HaJ, 3TO Xopollo. Beixo-
INT, TJIa3 Yy HEro HaMeTaH: 100 OH JacTo ObIBaeT B MOCEJKeE, a
IMOOJIM30CTU YbE-TO TTIOMECThE, JTMOO 3IeCh OXOTATCS 0JIaropom-
HbIEe Tocnona, He MHavye. Ho BOT ciioBa jiecHUKa He gaBaau Bech-
SIMUBITIO TTIOKOS: 3HaTh OH HUYETO He 3HAeT, BUACTh HE BHIWT...
Kro-T0, cymst 1o Bcemy, 4aCTeHBKO ILIyTaeT B 3ToM Jecy. OUeHb
JIIOOOTBITHO. ..

Bce ke BechbsIMUBITB pEIIiiI, YTO OT Pa3MBIIIUICHUI eTo TIPOKY
ceityac HeMHOTO. HyXHO B3TJIIHYTH Ha 3TOT caMmblii [lepermy-
TUHCK, TTOTOBOPUTH CO cTapocToii. MoxeT, fIpeyk He coBpal, U
TOT YTO-TO N1a Pa3bSICHUT. A MOKa... HaJAO AEWCTBOBATH IO 00-
crosTenbcTBaM. M KeaaTenbHO, — TYT BeChbIMMAIIb YCMEXHYII-
csl, — BEeCTH cebs Tak, KaK IoJjiaraercsl 0;1aropoaHoOMY TOCIIOIUHY
B 3aTPYAHUTEIBbHBIX KU3HECHHBIX 00CTOSITEIBCTBAX. DTO OH yMel
IIPEeBOCXOIHO.

OIHO HEMPUATHO: KPECThsIHE — HApOJ VIUIbIA, a Ha HEM
JIParolieHHOCTE! CTOIBKO, YTO HaBEepHSAKA XBaTUT CKYITUTH BeCh
HX TOCEJIOK C TIPIJICTAOIIUMU TTOJIIMA U JiecaMu. MoTyT Beapb 1
0TOOpaTh, y HErO OpYKUs HET, 1a U ObLIO Obl — YTO OH cAcjaeT B
OIMHOYKY TIPOTUB JECSITKA TIOXKIX MYKMKOB? A SIpeyk HaBepHSI-
Ka pacCKaXeT CTapoCTe, YTO BUIET 30JI0THIC MOHETHI (CaMOMY-TO
cepeOpylIKa gocTajach), IparolleHHble MEPCTHU U MHOTO 4ero
JIPYTOTO.
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BechbsiMuaIIb MpeKpacHO IMMOHUMAJ, YTO HUKAKUE IParoleHHO-
CTH He CTOIT XU3HU. Hy, 3a peIKMM MCKITI0OUYeHNEM, KOHEUHO, —
¢daMUIBHBIA TEepCcTeHbh OH OTHAaBaTh HEe coOOMpajcs, a IMOTOMY
MPUIIPSITAN €To Mofaiblie. BripoueM, Bpsia 1M KpecTbsIsHE Ha HETro
IMOJIBCTATCS, TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C OCTaJbHBIMU MOOPSIKYIIKAMU OH
coBceM HeB3padeH! [ToacTpaxoBaThCsi, OMHAKO, CTOUIIO.

Pazob6paBiice ¢ AparoleHHOCTIMU, OH C COMHEHHUEM OCMOT-
peJ IpeyIoXKeHHYI0 eMy JISCHMKOM KpoBaTh. B camMom nienie, Ha BU
ypcto. TeM He MeHee pa3AeThCsl OH He PUCKHYJ, CKUHYJ TOJBKO
caroru, Jier oBepX MOKphIBajia, YKPhUICS 1Iy0oii 1, 3a1yB CBeuy,
BCe-TaKM 3alpemMa.

Maiua, B ominuue ot Becbsimuais, Boicnanach xopoiuo. Ko-
HEYHO, HETIPUBBIYHO OBLJIO CIIAaTh Ha y3KOIl JIaBKe, Ja M JIOKUTh-
Csl TIPMILIOCHh OAETOI, HO YCTaJIOCTh OT MOXoda aBaja o cebe
3HaTh, U AEBYIIKY ObICTPO CMOpWII COH. OT U3HEMOXEHMUST OHA J1a-
e He cMorJja MoYyuTaTb Ha HOYb MOJAAPEHHYIO KHUTY, XOTS CBET
BCE PaBHO OKa3aJICsl CIMIIKOM TYCKJIbIM JUIs1 3Toro. Eil He Meman
Xpar, He TSIrOTWJIM IyMbl o OynyuieMm. KoHeuHo, oHa momnana K
KaKMM-TO CTpPaHHBIM JIOASIM. M JIeCHUK, U 3TOT MOy, KOTOPBIi
TaK U He MoXejaJ Ha3BaTbCsl, BEIU Ce0s1 OYeHb MOI03PUTEIbHO,
HO 4TO 3araawiBath? 1o AepeBHU YTPOM JAOHAYT, a TaM CBOU, TOBa-
puim He 6pocat u 10 BepxHemBeiicka mooparbesd momoryT! Tak
yTo Malia craja CIOKOWHO M BUIENa CIaAKue-CIaikKue CHBI.
ITox ronoBoit y Hee BMECTO TMOIYIIKHY JiexKal YBECUCTBIM TOM U3-
OpaHHBIX counHeHnit Boxnst. «/lyMbl 0 ObUTOM» — TJIacuiia Haj-
MUCh Ha 0OJIOXKE.

OHa npocHyJach paHoO, pa30yAuayd HEMPUBLIYHbBIE 3BYKU: MPO-
eI TEeTyX, 3a0Jiesiyia Ko3a, B OTHAJCHUM KTO-TO TPOMKO HEIIeH-
3YPHO BbIpyTajcs.

«Pa3Be MoxXHO Tak pyrathbcsl! POT ¢ MBIJIOM 3a TakKoe MBITh
HYXHO! — CepIauTo TToayMaiia IeBYyIlKa, IMpockinasich. — C x03sii-
CTBeHHBIM». Ee ToBapuilu cebe TaKoro He MO3BOJISIN!

OHa HEeJOBKO TMollieBeanJach U BAPYr OUYTWUJIACh Ha MOJYy,
CIIPOCOHBS 3a0BIB, UTO CITajia Ha Y3KOM JIaBKe.

Ot rpoxoTa npocHyJcsad U BecbsiMuaiib, BRICYHYJICS U3 KOMHA-
Thl (@ Beb MOT Obl YCTYIUTh KPOBaTh JEBYIIKE, TOJbKO ceiyac
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cooOpa3una Maia) u nmpuHsics OpaHUTHCS, Ja TakK, YTO JECHUK
HaBepHSIKA ITOKpPacHEN OT 3aBUCTH!

Maia He BeIIEpXKaia 1 clejiaja eMy 3aMeuaHue:

— Kak BbI MOXeTe Tak TOBOPUTH? DTO Ke HEKYIbTYpHO!

B oTBeT MyxXumHa oOpyrajl ee CHOBa, Ja TAKUMU CIIOBAMU, UTO
y IEBYIIKH pa30oM 3aajieJn IMIeKW, M OHA 3aTKHYJa YIIU IMajiblia-
MM, UTOOBI HE CJIBIIIATh MOMOOHBIX TaJOCTEN.

HakoHell MOTOK HENPUCTOMHOCTEN MCCSIK, MY>XKUYMHA ITOHO0-
IIEJT K HEM.

Maiia oTHsJIa pyKU OT yliei (HaBepHOe, OH XOTeJ U3BUHUTb-
cs, ¥ OHa TOTOBA OBIJIa M3BMHEHUS MPUHSATH, HY ¢ KeM He ObIBa-
eT!) ¥ IPUTOTOBUIIACh OOBSICHUTD, UTO SI3BIK BCEINA MOKEH OBITh
YUCTBIM Y TIPaBWIbHBIM, a pyratbcsl HegomyctuMo! Tak ee yuyuimn
B IITKOJIE.

MyX4nHa TOmOIIe]T K HEU BIUIOTHYIO, ITOCMOTPET CBEPXY
BHM3 (Maia yxe cumena Ha JlaBKe) W JIEISIHBIM TOHOM OCBEIO-
MUJICS:

— Kak TBI cMeelllb MHE TIPEKOCIOBUTH, IeBKa?

— 41 He peBka! — Bo3pasusia Maia o0mxxeHHo. — Sl 001IeBU-
CTKa ¥ MEePEeIOBUK IMPON3BOICTBA, MEXKIY TTPOYNM!

[Ipu 3TOM OHaA HEBOJIBHO paclipaBWJIa TLICUM, JEMOHCTPUPYS
HOBEHBbKMI 3HAUOK (OHA MEPEKOJIOJIa ero Ha BSI3aHylo KOQTY, 4TO-
OBl HEe paccTaBaThCs JaXke HeHamoJro). MyXdunHa TIpOCIeII 3a
ee B3MVISIIOM U TOXE YCTaBUJICS Ha 3HAYOK, ITOCJIE YeTO ITOMHTEe-
pecoBacs:

— T'me To1 910 cTammiaa? OTkyaa y Teds 6pollb?

Maima mepeBesia B3IJISIA Ha COOCTBEHHYIO TPyIb, HE cpa3y I0-
HSIB, YTO OH MMeJI B BUIY, a KOrJa HAKOHEIl OCO3Haja, TO Mpu-
KpbUIa JIAIOHBIO IParoleHHBI 3HAY0K W OOMKECHHO BO3pa3uJa:

— Jla xaKk BBl cMeeTe? DTo Moe! MHe ToJibKko BYepa Bropoii
cexpeTapb JMYHO Bpy4u!

JeByIIKa HEBOJIBHO TTPHUOOOAPIIIACH, BCIOMHUB TOPKECTBEH-
HYIO IIEpEMOHUIO.

— Jla kTo Mor Tebe Takoe IaTh, AepeBeHIIHA? — capKacTu-
YECKM CIIPOCHJI MYKUMHA, IBHO BBEIBEICHHBIN M3 ce0S e¢ CTPOII-
THUBOCTBI0. — THI TPOCTO BOpPOBKa!

Kposb 6pocunacy Maiie B 11O — Ja KaK MOXHO, pa3Be Obl
OHa B3slJ1a yykoe?
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— BbI, BBIL... — 0ECIIOMOIIIHO TpoJiernieTala OHa.

MyxurHa, HaclaXkIaBIIMICS €€ pacTepsSHHOCTHIO, TO0aBUII:

— A ny, paii ciona! — U naxe pyky NpOTSIHYJ, BJIACTHO Tpe-
Oys1 UICIOJIHUTD TIPUKa3.

He nmomHst cebs1 1 HUYEro He BUAS OT HAaBEPHYBILMXCS CJie3,
Maima cxBaTuja IIEepBYIO ITOMABIIYIOCS BeIllb, — 3TO OKa3ajach
KHUTa, — BCKOYMWJIA U C CUJION OMYCTUJIA €€ Ha TOJIOBY HErosis.

He oxupmast momoO6HOTrO, TOT HE yCITes 3allUTUTLCS U CO CTpaH-
HBIM BCXJIMTTBIBAIOIINM 3BYKOM CBaJIMJICS Ha TIOJT Y HOT ACBYIIIKH.

«KHura — orpomHas cujia», — BCIUIBIJIO B TOJIoOBe y Malu
uspeueHue Boxas.

T'naBa 3
ITOCEJIOK

HMMeHHO BO BpeMs 3TOM AyLIENIMIATENbHONW CLIEHBI BEPHYJICS
JiecHUK. OKMHYB OIIeJTOMIEHHBIM B3IJISIIOM BOJIbHYIO BapUallUIo
Ha POMaHTUYECKYIO TeMy «bIaropomHseIit peIlIaph Yy HOT IIpeKpac-
HOI mambl» (C OOMBIION HATSKKOM, MOCKOIbKY BechbsiMuab, pac-
TpenaHHbIi 1 6e3 caror, Majio MOXOAUI Ha 0JaropoJHOro philia-
psi, HE TOBOPS YK O TOM, UTO OH SIBHO MpeObIBaJI B OCCIIaMSTCTBE;
Jla ¥ BCKJIOKOUeHHasi Maiiia Bpsifi I Oblia JOCTOMHA MMEHOBATh-
Csl IPEKpPacHOM MaMoii), JIECHUK BEPHO OIIEHUJ CUTYaIlI0 U BBI-
TIOXHYJ:

— Tw1, neBka, coBceM caypena, uTto Jb? Thl Ha KOTro pykKy
MOAHsIIA, eJynoHb 31akas?! Jla kak mocmesna-To?!

Hainee mocienoBan elile ¢ AeCATOK MeHee MPUJINYHBIX SMUTe-
TOB, KOTOpBIE OKa3aJy Ha Malry Takoe ke BO3IeUCTBHE, KaK XO-
JIOAHAs BolIa Ha pa3OyIlleBaBIIeTOCcs KOTa: OHa MUIOM IoTepsiia
3amaja M Oco3Hajla, 4To Hajaenana. Het, eil ObLI0 HEBAOMEK, UTO
Speyk umen B BUAYy, OAHAKO OCO3HAHME TOTO, YTO OHAa — OOIllIe-
BUCTKA U BOCHUTAHHAas JeByllIKa! — ynapuia yejloBeKa, BbI3bIBa-
J10 oTOpoITh. CKOJIPKO MX B IIIKOJIC YUMIIM, YTO YEJIOBEK UEJIOBEKY
NPT, TOBApUIIl U OpaT, a CTOMJIO €/ TOJIBKO CTOJIKHYTBCSI C 3TUM
MIy, KaK U3 TOJO0BEI MTHOBEHHO BBIJICTEIN YCBOCHHBIC B ICTCTBE
HUCTUHBI! A ellle... ellle y MoCTpaaaBIlIero KpoBb Ha J0y BBICTYIIH-
Jla: 3TO, HaBEpHO, Mala paccaauiia eMy KOXy CTaJlbHON OKaH-
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TOBKOI meperuietal A ecliu y Hero Ternepb COTpsiceHue Mo3ra 0y-
net?..

Speyk kuHynca mogHUMaTh Bechsammans. IlpucrpamBast ero
Ha JaBKe, OH XaJOOHO MPpUYMTAJI U BCe U3BUHSIICS Tepea Oecria-
MSITHBIM, UTO He yCaeaua aa He yoeper. Brpouem, ymnod oxaszai-
Csl HE CJIMIIKOM CepPhe3HBIM, ITOTOMY UTO MY>KUYMHA Hadasl IIPUX0-
JIUTh B CeOsl.

Maima BCXJIMITHYJIA, BBEITEpIa KyJIaKOM CJIe3Bl M BBIMOJIBUJIA!

— WM3BunUTE, 1 He XOTEMa!

Bot kak Hago — ecnu HempaBa, CyMeil TIpU3HAaTh OLIMOKY!

Ho Ha ee packasgHme oTpearnpoBal JINIIb JICCHUK, pa3IpaskeH-
HO IIUKHYB:

— A 11 MosuM! I moau ¢ 11a3 [0JI0ii, a To ceivyac ToCroauH
OYHETCS M BbICEUh TeOST MpUKaXKeT!

CMBICTT CKa3aHHOTO JOXOIWJI 10 Mally ITOCTeIeHHO.

— l'ocnoauH... Beiceub?! — mpoMsIMIIMJIa OHA HETIOHMMAIOIIIE.
Heyxenn oHa omm0ach W MPUHSIIA CBOETO ITOIMYTYMKA 3a MIY,
TaKOTO K¢ TOBapHIla, KaK W OHA cama, IyCTb W TPYISIIEeTOoCs B
npyroii cepe?! A OH, BBIXOAUT, — HEIOOUTOK MMIIepUaan3ma, a
9TOT JIECHUK €ro elle 1 3amuiaeT?! — Bbl... Bbl ariojoreT yrue-
TEHUs TPYAOBOTO Hapoma! — mpurnedaTana Martia 3aIajJbunBo.

— AX, THI ellle U 003bIBaThCS CMeelllb? — BO3MYTUIICS SApeyk.
Takux ciioB OH He 3HaJI, HO 0¢30IMMO0OYHO OMpPEHEINI, YTO OHU
pyraTtenbHBle. — Jlep3Kast meBKa, a Hy OpbhICh U3 Moero moma! Ha
ynuie noctouinb! M g Bce-o0 cTtapocTe pacckaxy, myckait Tebe
BCBITUTIOT TOPSTINX!

Maima BO3MYIIIEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha HEeTO: BOT M3-3a TaKUX, KakK
OH, IIpuxJedareseit KUPyOINX KalUTaIuCTOB, 10 CUX IOP He Mo-
Oeauiaa MexXMMpoBasi 001IeBUCTCKas peBoolus! OHa xortesa Obl-
JIO OOBSICHUTB JIECHUKY BeCh yKac ero 3a0IIy>KIeHUI, paccKa3aThb,
KaK HU3KO OH ITaJl, OMHAKO TOT BHOBb ITOBEPHYJICSI K «TOCITOIAM-
Hy», He oOpalas 60JbIle Ha JSBYIIKY HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHMSI.

Eif Hmuero He ocTaBanoch, KaK CXBAaTUTh TYJIYII, 3aBETHYIO KHH-
I'Y, CYHYTh HOTY B BaJIEHKM U BBICKOYUTDb U3 JOMa, TPOMKO XJIOII-
HYB IBephlo. Jlajeko oHa, BIIpoYeM, He YIIIa: cO0aKU JIeCHUKA
He coOMpannch BBIMYCKAaTh €€ CO ABOpa, Tak uTo Maiia ycenach
Ha KpbUIEUKEe U MPUTOPIOHUIIAC...

Mairo Toro 4To OHa MOJHsSIa PYKY Ha 4YeJ0BeKa, TaK eIle Io-
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30pHO cOexana, maxe He IMOMbITABIIMCH MPOSICHUTh CUTYalMIO!
W mycTh OH MOTaHBIN KaITUTAIKNCT (KEM OH €Ille MOXET OBITh, BeCh
B JIparolieHHBIX KaMyIIIKaX; KaK 3TO OHa cpa3y He J0Tamajach, 9TO
Jaxke MOy He HaLIETUT Ha cebsl CTOJIBKO MOIILIBIX MOOPSKYyILIeK!),
HO BCe-TakM YeJIOBEK, U €ro, HaBepHO, MOXXHO OBbLIO MepeyoeIuTh
CJIOBOM... A €CJIM HayaTh C PyKOIPUKIAACTBA, TaK YK, KOHEUHO,
HUKTO He Tnomobpeet! U, KcTatu, HYy»kKHO ObUIO BBISICHUTH, OTKY/a
B3sIJICS ee MACHHBIN MPOTUBHKUK. B oKpecTHOCTSIX BepxHemrseii-
CKa TaKoTo oka3zaTbcs HuMKaK He morio! [lInmuon? Hy, 310 miyrmo!
Kakoii mmMoH cTaHeT Tak MpuBJeKaTh K ce0e BHUMaHME?..

Tyt Mailia npunoMHUIa, YTO JJECHUK TOBOPUJI O MOCEJIKE MO
HaszBaHueM IlepermytmHcK. Ho Beab mocenok Xe, a He KaKoi-HU-
Oyab... I'me Tam kxunm KanurtaaucTthl? JABopell, BOT! XOTs, MOXKET,
M IBOpPEIl MOOIM30CTH OThINIeTCs... M 9To Torma aenath?

«Kak yto? — mopasuiiach Mama cBonM MbIcigaM. — KonHeu-
HO, HEeCTU IpocBellleHre B Macchl! Hukakux rocmon, Takux, Kak
9TOT... Pa330J0UYEHHBIN, TaK MPOCTO CIOBOM He mporimerns! Hamo
HaYMHATH C TPYIOBOTO Hapoma, Kak aeian caM Boxab, a moTom
YK€ CIUIOYEHHBIE MacChl CaMU pa3pyllaT ABOPIIbI M pa3aesiaroTcs
¢ yrHeratensmu!» Tyt Mala nipeacraBuia yejoBeKa, BbIBEAIETro
ee 13 Jieca, MOBEIICHHBIM WJIM PacCTPEISTHHBIM U MMOEXUIach —
HENpUsITHOE OKa3anoch 3penuine. OQHO AeJI0 BUAETh MOA00HOE
Ha IUTakaTaX M XWBBIX KapTUHAX — TaM ¥ KPOBb HEHACTOSIIAS 1
YTHETaTeNW BBITVISIAAT TaK, KaK JOJDKHBI, — CO 3JIOOHBIMHM TJIa3-
KaMu, pa3XupeBllre U BooOlle oMep3uTeibHbie... M coBcem apy-
roe — BoOOpaxkaTh, KaK TaKoe K¢ CIEIAIOT C XXWBBIM, XOTh U He-
XOpOIINM YeJIOBEKOM. Malire gaxe XaJKo ero Ha MUHYTKY CTajio,
HO OHa OBICTPO B3siy1a ce0s1 B pyKU. 3710 TIOOUT NPUKUIBIBATHCS
ITOOPEHBKNM M KpPacUBEHBKMM, a KOITHU ITOTJIyOKe — MCITyra-
enrbcs!

«Hy, MOXHO ero mocaguTb B TIOPbMY, — OJJATOPOAHO pellIniIa
Marmra. — Wim oTripaBUTh B TPYIOBYIO KOJIOHUIO, MMYCTh padOTaeT
Ha OJraro o6GuiecTnal»

3aMeuTaBIIMCh, OHA MpeacTaBuia, Kak ee CIIyTHUK B BaTHUKE
M carorax BaJIuT Jiec (XOTSI 3TO BPSI JIM, OH M TOIIOP-TO HE yaep-
KUT!) WIM yKJIanplBaeT KUPIUUK. [1odydniioch Tak 3aHSITHO, YTO
Maia He cpa3dy MOH#JIA, KTO 3TO ToJIKaeT ee c¢3anu. OKas3aaoch,
OHa TIOAIIepJia ABEepPbh, U JIECHUK HE MOT BBIMTH...

25



— TocmoguH, ga yto ke 370! [la Kak e 3To! — mpuuymuTall
Apeyk Han Becbsamuanem. Tomy Ka3zanoch, YTO MaHUKA JECHUKA
HauTpaHHa, 1a TaK OHO M OBLIO Ha caMoM feie. bopomad yecTHO
WCHOJIHSII CBOM HOMEP, TOJBKO 1 BCETO, a Jeja A0 pa30UTOM ro-
JIOBBI MUMOXOXEro apucTokpaTa emy He Obl1o. — Jla s BOT cKa-
Ky CTapoCTe, TaK JEBKY ITY...

— OcTaBb, UTO B34Th ¢ yooroit! — nmomopiuuiacs BecbsiMuaib
U TOTPOHYJICS JIO BUCKA.

JeBuia 3amea cBoeil KHIDKUINEH OMHY M3 3aKOJIOK, a Ta pac-
canuia koxy. Ho ato epyHna, KpoBb ykKe OCTAHOBUJIACH, aXe Kpy-
’KeBa yIajioch He 3ajsImaTh. B 11e;1o0M OH He 0cCOOeHHO TTocTpaal,
OoJibllle YAMBWICSI, KOTJA 9Ta HEHOPMaTbHAsl HA HEro HaKWHY-
Jack. BoT BaM, KCTaTu, MPeMMYIIECTBO MBIIIHBIX MPUIECOK, KO-
TOpbIE TaK OCYXIaloT ctapuku! Orpeit ero AeBka Mo OpUTOMY 4e-
perry, Mayio OBl He TTOKAa3aJIoCh...

JI1000mbITHO, KCTAaTH, Y3HATh, OTKY/AA Y Hee 3TOT donuaHT! Yxe
JIBE BEIIIM, KOTOPbIE HE MoJjlaraeTcss UMEeTh MpU cede IepeBeHCKOMN
neBke: Opomrb (BechsIMUaIb yCIienn ee pasrisiaeTh, BEIIUIIA BbI-
IJIsiiesla HeOObIYHO: Ha Hell ObLI BRITPAaBUPOBAaH COBEPILEHHO He-
3HAKOMBII TepO, UTO-TO BPOJIEe BOCXOSIIETO COJTHIIA B BEHKE U3
KOJIOCKEB, a Ha 3TOM (pOHE — YEI-TO CYpOBBII MTPOPUIIb) M KHU-
ra, ¢ KOTOpoii aTa cymaciiealias, moxoxe, He paccTaBajacb HU
Ha MUHYTY. TSDKeIeHHBIN TOMUIIIE. ..

BechsiM1aIb CHOBA IMOTpOTaNI BUCOK M KaIlPU3HO TIPOU3HEC:

— Hy? lonro s 6yny xnatb? [Togait yMbITbC!

IMoka JecHUK 3aMmoJIONIHO METaJICs IO JOMY, cooOpaxkas, B
YeM COrpeTh Bomy (HE XOJOMHOM e TOCIIOAMHY yMBIBaThCs!),
BecbsiMuab MOT CITIOKOMHO TTOPa3MbICIUTh. YTO M TOBOPUTH, CO-
pBaJicsl OH Ha 3Ty OJlakeHHYI0 0€30 BCSIKOTO TOBOJA... €CIU He
CUMTATh TAKOBBIM AYPHOE HACTPOCHME OT HOYEBKU Ha HEYmo0-
HOM, CJIUIIKOM MSTKOI KpoBaTu (elle ero, KaxeTcsl, KJIOM YKYCHII,
a MOXeT, 1 6yioxa...). TOJKOM 3aCHYTh €My yJajJoCh JIUIIb MO
VTpO, U Cpa3y ke ero pasoyaui rpoxoT. Hy Kak TyT He BBI3BEpHUTh-
Csl Ha AypUILy HETTIOBOPOTIUBYIO?

«A Belb HEIUIOXO BHINLIO, — ToayMai BechsiMuaib, TpeTuit
pa3 mporoHss fpeyka rpeTb BoAy (CIUIIKOM XOJIOZHASI, BUIUTE
su!). BooO111e-To0 OH ¥ CHErOM MOT YMBIThCS, 3TO U UIS 1IBeTa JIu-
11a MoJjie3Hee, HO BBIOpAHHOE aMILTya He MO3BOJISIIO, TIPUXOIUIOCH
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qynuthb. — CIpocu KTO, 3TOT 0OPOAATHINI PACCKAXKET UMEHHO TO,
YTO MHE HYXHO...»

HakoHen 0H M3BOJIMII COBEPIIUTh YTPEHHUI TyajieT, TO OWIIb
YMBIJICSI, OKOHYATEJIbHO CTEpeB KPAacKy C JIMIIA, TTOIpPaBU TIpH-
YecKy, MPUINEOIIYI0 B IJTAYeBHOE COCTOSHHUE ITOCIE HOUYEBKH
M CTOJIKHOBCHUS C KHIWIKKOM, 00yJics, HAKMHYJ ITy0y W 3asTBUIT
SApeyKy, 9To XKejnaeT HEMEIJICHHO y3HATh, YTO BCe-TaKM IIPOMUC-
XoauT!

Boob61e-To ciemoBaao moTpeboBaTh MOAATh CTAPOCTY IIPSIMO
K JIECHUKY B JIOM, HO 3apbIBaThCsI BechbsIMMaIb He cTall. 3aTo 110
JIIOpoTe OTBITpasiCs 1 Ha SIpeyke, 1 Ha IeBKe, KOTOpasl YHBIIO Ta-
IIMIach MO3aau 1 Jaxke He 3amaBalia mypalkux BompocoB. OHa,
IpaBaa, eile pa3 MoIpodoBaja U3BUHUTHCS 3a CBOM OIPOMETUYH-
BBIII TIOCTYNOK, HO BecChIMM3/b €€ MOIBITKY IMPOUTHOPHPOBAIL.
3aTo 3aMeTusI, YTO JeBKa 3TUM, ITOXOXE, OropuyeHa, U MyCTWI B
XOII BCE CBOE HEMaJIoe aKTepCKOe MacTepPCTBO, CUMYJIMPYsSI CTpalll-
HelIyio roioBHYyI0 60b. 1o mipaBae ckasaTh, ccanyHa U He Oec-
IMOKOUJa HUYYTh, HO BechIMM3Ib C 3aTaeHHBIM 3J0PaACTBOM
mpoao/Kal CcleKTaklb... Pazymeercsa, SApeyky Toxe mepemnao,
HO MO APYroil MpUUMHE: U JIOLIAaad y HETO He UMEJIOCh s OJia-
TOPOJHOTO TOCMHOAMHA, HE TOBOPS YK O KapeTe WJIM XOTs OBl ca-
HSIX, M IOpOra K IMOCeJIKYy He Oblia pacuMIlieHa, U UATU JajeKo, 1
elle BCSIKUe Meaouu!

ITon xoHell TyTemecTBUS BechbssMMa:1b, TIpaBaa, YHSJICSI — yX
0OJIbHO HEXOPOILINM B3IJISIIOM HauyajJ Ha HETO ITOCMATPUBATh JIeC-
HUK. JJOJKHO OBITh, HE MOMATAJNCh eMy TaKWe YK Kallph3HBIe
rocroa.

[MepenyTHCK OKa3ajcs TOBOJHHO OOJBIINM ITOCEIKOM, TYT
OBUIM HE TOJIBKO M30BI, HO ITOMAJaJINCh M JOMa B ABa 3Taxka!

Ha gBuBmIMXCS M3 Jleca MOMISIABIBAIN 6€3 0COO0Tr0 JTIOOOIBIT-
CTBa, U3 4ero BechbsIMuaJb caeiana BHIBOI: €O HEYUCTO. B Jro-
OoM yBaxarmwlleM ceds MoceJeHUU BOKPYT HE3HaKOMIIEB MUTOM
coOpaiach OBl TOJIMA, a TYT JakKe MaJbUMIIKKU MTPOBOXAIU UX CO-
BceM Hemoiro. OnuH KpukHYI: «[gnpka dpeyk, HOBEHbKUE, ga?»
JIeCHUK B OTBET COCTPOUJI IPO3HYIO (DU3MOHOMUIO, U MAJIbUOHKY
KakK BETPOM cayJ10. BechsaMuaib 3aIOMHUI U 3TO...

— TocrronuH, BB 000XINTE MaJIEHBKO, ST TOJTBKO CTAPOCTY YII-
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pPeXy, — CKOPOTOBOPKOW BHIMAJIWJI OH, KOTAa OHM MOAOILIM K
JTOOPOTHOMY IOMY, M MICUE3 BHYTPH.

MyxuuHa orisanmencs. Jla, mocejaeHrue He OemHOE, IO BCEMY
BUJIHO...

JleBKa Tapaluiiiach IT0 CTOPOHAM U BpoJe ObI UYTO-TO CMEKasa:
XMYypHJIach, OyITO IOMa IepecunThIBajla, IIoCMaTprBaia Ha IIPO-
xoxux. Bripouem, Becbsamuaio ObLIO He 10 Hee.

— TocnioauH! — Ha nopore noka3sajcs Apeyk B COPOBOXIE-
HUU ellle omHOTo 0opomada. ToT OBLI BABOE TOJIIE JIECHUKA, OK-
JlagucTasi 6opoja jexana Ha XUBOTe, KaK Ha MOJHOCE.

— IIpoieHnsT MpocuM, TOCTIOANH, YTO 000KIATE ITPUIIIOCH, —
KJIaHSSICh, 3aTyae] TOT OacoM.

— Ilyctsiku, — caMbIM CBETCKMM TOHOM OTBeTHJ Bechsamu-
5J]1b. — BOT OYKBaJIbHO KaXIbIi IeHb TOJHKO TEM M 3aHUMAIOCh,
YTO 3Ky IO ABEPHIO BCIKMX CHBOJIAIIBIX!

Crapocta — a 3T0, 6€3 COMHEHUS, ObI UMEHHO OH — IIO-
TIEPXHYJICSA 3aTOTOBJICHHOM (hpa30il M XKMBO CKATWICS IO CTyITe-
HSIM.

— IloiipemTe, moiimemMTe B AOM, rocnoauH. — Ha KpbLibLo
OH TOCTS eIBa JIM He BHec. — YTO 3psg Ha MOPO3€ CTOSITH!

— WM mpaBma! — capkacThuecku IMpOM3HEC TOT.

— A g?.. — monajia roJjoc AeBKa.

— A TbI 000XIM, — UYepes Tiedo Opocui eif ctapocta. — ABOCH
He 3any0OeHeellb. SpeyK, IPUriasiand TyT...

B nome okazasoch MPOCTOPHO M TEIIO — JAaXe CIUIIKOM,
BechsiMuaITb He JTIOOMIT TAKYIO AYXOTY, HO JIeBaThCS OBUIO HEKyHA.
TouHo, GoraThlif TTOCENIOK, 3TaKUEe XOPOMBI OTIPOXajIu!

— MeHns, crano ObITh, PaHekoM KJIMYYT, MO Mpo3BaHUuio Tpu
3abopa, cTapocTa s 3IelIHU, — 0acui cTapocTa, CyeTsICh: yca-
JKWBaJI Ha JIaBKY, ITOJICOBBIBAJ IMOAYIIKH, IPUHUMAI ITy0y — BCe
CaMOJIMYHO!

— Tlouemy Tpu 3abopa? — paccessHHO CIIPOCUJT MY>KUMHA.

— Jla To cTapast UICTOpHSI, TOCIIOAUHY HEMHTEPECHO OymeT, —
XMBIKHYJI CTapocTa. — A MOKHO JIM UMSI TOCTIONMHA Y3HATh?

— Tebe Ha 4yT0? — MOUMHTEpecoBascs BecbsIaMualib.

— Hy... momoxeHo Tak... — 3aMoOpraj cTapocTa.

— KewMm nonoxeHo? — mpomoskai 1onpaiimBaTh TOT HEBBIHO-
CHMO HaJIMECHHBIM TOHOM.
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— BnacrenuHoM, — CcypoBO OTBETUJI CTapocTa U OyXHYJ Ha
CTOJ TpoMaaHylo KHYXuIny. IToloymMmHas neBka, yBUIEB €€, Ha-
BEepHsKa yIaBWIach OBl OT 3aBUCTH.

CrapocTa, OTKPBIB KHIKUIINY Ha CepeIrHe, ITOJTO MYCOJIII
rmajell, TepeBopavyMBaji JHUCTHI, HAaKOHEI[ YTO-TO COO0pa3ui,
BCIUJICCHYJI pyKaMU, 3TOT TOM yOpas 1 BBITAIIU APYTOii, TTOTOHb-
1Ie, B KpaCHOM KOXaHOM Teperuietre. TyT HUCIIMCaHO ObLIO BCETO
HecKoJbKo cTpaHull. CtapocTa 10ObLT OTKYIa-TO YEPHUIbHUILY
U TIepo, 0OCTOSITEIbHO M3TOTOBUJICS K MMCBMY U MTOCMOTPEN Ha
Becbsimuans.

— VX Wu3BOJbTE WMMEUYKO, TOCIIOAWH, — IOMPOCUI OH. —
A TO XX MHE TIOTOM ITO IIIallKe HaJaloT, KaK OT BJacTeJIMHA IPO-
BepKa npuodymaer!

— Hy urto X, numu, — X0JOJHO OTBeTUJ BechsamMuanib, pe-
IIKWB, YTO MPO BJIACTEJIMHA CTApOCTa €My CaM BCE PACCKaxeT. —
A rpad Becbsamuanb-3u-Hac Tyspxke ann’Kapuait ann’ [lluanzy
ann’JImanap amn’BukeseH... — TyT oH cxkanuiics Hang PanekoM,
MMPUJIEKHO CKPUTIEBIIUM IIEPOM, U HaI COOOIi: BO-TIEPBHIX, MOJI-
HOE MMS CO BCEMM TUTYJAaMU €My MPUIILUIOCH Obl BHITOBapUBAaTh
ellle MUHYT MSITh, @ BO-BTOPBIX, OH YXKACHYJICSI, TPEACTaBUB, KaK
cTapocTa MOT 3arucaTh ero uMs Ha ciyx. — JloctaTouHo?

— A rpad — 3TO, cTajgo OBITH, TUTYJIOBAaHUE TaKoe? — TIPO-
SIBWJI CMEKaJIKy CTapoCTa.

— BepHo.

— A 2TO HACKOJbKO HMXKE CaMOTIO IJIaBHOTO IpaBUTENs? —
CpoCui TOT.

— Ha nBe ctymmenun, — oTBeTUJI BechIMUaIb, pelINB HUIECMY
HE YIUBISTBCSA. B caMoMm mene, oTKyma IepeBeHIIIMHE B TUTYJIax
paszoupatbcst! — A Teriepb, JIOOE3HBIN, U3BOJb OOBSICHUTD, TAE
9TO S U 4YTO Tpou3ourio! M ¢ Kakoil ctaTv Thl MOUM MMEHEM MH-
Tepecyelbes?

— DTo, roCrnoauH, pa3roBop Aoaruii... — CrapocTta momys Ha
CTpaHWILy, YOSOMJICSI, YTO YepPHMIA BBICOXJIN, U OepexXHO yOpal
KHUTY Ha MeCTO.

— S HuKyna He ToporIIOCch. — MyX4yMHa Moymo0Hee yCcTpo-
uicd Ha jaBke. — M3naraii!

CrapocTta npokxauuisijicss 1 Hadan nosectBoBaHue. Ilo xomy
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ero Becbsamuanb Tapamui ria3a, CKeNTUYECKU XMbIKaJI U BCsUe-
CKM M300pakayl HeBepue B IMPONCXOSIIEE.

A TBOPUJIOCH B 3THX Kpasx BOT 4To... [IepermyTuHCK HemapoM
TaK Ha3BaJI: OH YX IMOAMETWI — TYT U IepenyThe, U myTaHuia!

C maBHUX BpeMEH B 3TUX Kpasix HEBECTh OTKYAa MOSBJISINCH
CTpaHHEBIC JIFOOM (a TO W HE JIIOIU BOBce). SIcHOE meno, moHavamy
KpecThsiIHE UX OOSIIUCH, ObIBAJIO, YOUBAJIM — YTO €Ile C YyxKaKa-
Mu nenarb? Koe-kTo, BripoueM, TipykuBaiics... Ho ogHaxms! ciry-
XW TOUIIN IO BiacTteanHa. TOT HeMeIJIeHHO TIPUCIall CBOMX JIFO-
JIeil BBISICHUTh — YTO 32 HE3HAKOMIIbI, OTKY/Aa, HE LIMHUOHBI JIU?
Te moJyiro TOMajay TOJOBBI, TOTOM IPU3BAJIM Ha ITOMOIIL CaMbIX
JIYYIINX MaroB M3 CTOJIUIIHL...

— BbI, rocniogyH, B Maruio-To BepuTe? — OIMACAUBO CIIPOCHUI
cTapocra.

Becwsamuanb HeompenereHHO MmoXau ruiedamu. [1pu nmrepa-
TOPCKOM IIBOPE KPYTUJIUCh Marv, HO B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM 3TO
ObLIM JIOBKME IlIapjaTaHbl. HacTosiime Mactepa 0 CBOeEM UCKYC-
CTBE TIPEANOYUTAIN HE PacIpOCTPaHSITHCS, 3HAHUS IIepemaBa-
JIUCh TAHO Y XPaHWJIMCh B CTPOXKAMIIIEM CEKpETE.

Htak, npuObIBIIKE Maru CymMeau pa3oopaTbCsl B MPOUCXOS-
IeM: UMEHHO 31ech, B Jecy y [lepemyrmHcka (Torma eme Ko-
poBbero bpona), ecTb OMIHOCTOPOHHSISI BOJIIIIEOHAs IBEpPb, Yepes
KOTOPYIO CIoJla MOMAanatoT JOAU U HEJIAU OTOBCIONY — KOTO C
IPYTOro Kpasi cBeTa MOXET 3aHECTH, a KOTO M BOBCE M3 MHOTO
mupal

Teopuio 0 MHOXECTBEHHOCTH MUPOB BechsamMuaib 3Hai, cuu-
Tajl, YTO OHA MMeEET IIPaBO Ha CYIIEeCTBOBAaHHUE, a ceifyac, IMOCIIy-
1IaB, KaK CITOKOIHO TOBOPUT 00 3TOM IOJyTpaMOTHBII Oopoiay,
1 BOBCE B Hee yBepOBaJl.

— Koro tonbpko He 6b1Baio! — pacckasbiBan Panek. — U roc-
nmoaa 6JaropoaHbie, M JaMbl BCSIKUE, U KPECTbsSIHE, U BOBCE He-
3HaMo KTo. Pa3, rnpu 6ate MoeM ellle, 3aHECIO0 OTHOTO POCTOM B
ImoJioepe3kl, BeCh B Xejle3e, MOJTHUSIMHU TUTIOCTCSI — HACHUIY YIo-
MOHUJIHU!

Heno Hananuau. B necy Tenepb MOCTOSIHHO JEKYPUJIU JIECHU-
KH: HEXOPOIIIO, CIM TOCTh 3aIUIyTaeT W mpolaaeT. Becex moctaB-
asaau B IlepenmyTUHCK, HECKOJIBKO pa3 B rof Ciofa IPpUObIBaIU
JIIOIW OT BJIACTEJIMHA, CMOTPEJIM, UTO JIa KaK, W pellajin: OCTaBUTh
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JIM 4YeJioBeKa 3[eCh WU 3a0bpaTh B cToJully. baaropoaHbix roc-
TI01, SICHOE JIeJI0, YBO3WJIM C COOOI, a KPEeCThsTHE BCSKKME HETUIO-
X0 TIPYDKUBAINCh U B [lepemyTUHCKe.

[MocneqHue BAAaCcTeNIMHBI MPUAYMAIU, KaK MOXHO UCIIOJIb30-
BaTh npunurenioB! Cpean HUX BeIb U Maru IoIajgajinuch, a He3Ha-
KOMBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS — 3TO X Kakoe moxacropbe! beiBanmm m mac-
TepOBbIe, U U300peTaTesn: Oarogapsi UM Terepb BOT MPSAUIbHU
MeXaHMYeCKue MOCTPOCHBI, a B OOJIBIINX ropojiax, paccka3biBa-
10T, JaXkKe caMoOeTJIble TeJIeTH eCTh!

— Bor neBka Bala, — ckazaja cTapocTa, — Kperkasi, BUaaTh,
paboTtsias, MoxeT, TYT octaHeTcst! Haiinercst et geno. A BHI,
TOCIIOWH, YTO yMeeTe?

— Yto 2 yMe10? — ¢ HemoJpaxkaeMbIM capKa3MOM MPOU3HEC
Bechamuanb. — O, g Ki1aae3b TAIAHTOB! YMel0 e31UTh BEPXOM U
dexToBaTh. JITOOII0 OXOTUTHCSI — C 3aTOHIIUKAMM, Pa3yMeeTcs.
IIpexpacHo TaHIy10, TOBOPIO HA BOChMM $I3bIKax — IpaBiaa, 00-
10Ch, 3[ECh 3TO YMEHUE MHE HE TIPUTOAUTCS. MOTY BBITIUTH HIECTh
OYTBUTOK BMHA M HE 3axMeJieTh. Mrparo B BaCTPOH, Karjb H... CI0-
BOM, Thl BCE€ PaBHO HE 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO. YMEIO MY3UIIMPOBaTh U
cjarath CTUXM...

CrapocTa KaK-TO IPOCBETIC JMIIOM: Mepea HUM CUOe] Ha-
CTOSIIIMI OJIarOpOJAHbINA TOCIIOAWH, T€IlIepb OH B 3TOM OKOHYa-
TEJbHO yOemmics.

— Tak, rocnonnH, BaM TOJIBKO JIIOMEi BiIacTeJINMHA JOXKIATh-
csl, BaC MUTOM B CTOJIMILY OTBE3YyT, — cKa3ajJ OH. — A MoKa yxX
caenaiTe MUJIOCTb, MoOyabTe rocteM! I MpUIIELOB Y HAC BOT
Ha ITIOCTOSIZIOM ABOPE HECKOJIBKO KOMHAT BCeTaa CBOOOTHBI!

— C xnonamu? — BechsIMU2Ib NIepeaepHY TIeYaMu.

— Yro BbI, Kak MOXHO! — ockopOuics crapocta. — Jlyuiiue
Marm OT HaceKOMBIX 3aroBapuBaiu! Hy, Te KOMHATBHI, UTO IS
rocroa. Takux-To Majio, BUIAEIN, OTASIbHYIO KHUTY IS 3alKCHU
3aBECTU TMPUIILIOCh, KpacHYyl0, 4ToO cpady MoHsATHO ObLio! Ee
elle Ipaaen MO Havyajl, a UCIIICAHO BCEro HUYETO...

— Hy, BrIOOpa y MeHs HeT, KaK s MOHUMAal0, — XMBIKHYII
Becbsimuanb. EMy o4yeHb XOTenoCh y3HaTh, 3a4eM 3a0MpaioT B
CTOJIUILY 0JarOPOIHBIX TOcToA. BiactenmH ¢ HUMU 9TO, TOHKO-
CTU YYyXKE€3eMHON MOJMUTUKU 00cyXaaeT, uTo au? Minu He3HaKo-
Mbie (hexToBaJIbHbIE MpUeMbl pasyuuBaeTr? Ho 3To MOXHO ObLIO
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BBISICHUTD MO3[HEE, UCIIOABOIb. — A YTO, BEPHYTHCS Ha3al MOX-
HO? Y MeHs TaM, BUIMIIb JIU, Aeja UMETCs!

— He cabixan g1, Kak 3T0 ObIBaeT, — OCTOPOXHO MPOU3HEC
crapocta. — TyT-TO y Hac 1Bepbh OMHOCTOPOHHSISI, Maru cKa3aju,
a YTO YK OHM CaMU YMEIOT — TO MHE HEBEIOMO. YK BBl Y HUX
JIy4llle CIIPOCUTE, HE MOETO yMa 3TO JEeJo.

— HenpemenHo cnpoiily, — KuBHyJ1 BecbsiMuaib. — 3HAUUT,
KOMHaThl. CKOJIbKO TIATUTH TTPUKaXKEIhb, JIF00e3HBI?

— Yo BHI, uTO BBI! — 3aMaxai pykamu PaHek. — To 3a geHb-
ru BiacreanHa! Uro nmoxenaere, murom oymer! Hy, — moGasui
OH, — €CJIM 3TO He KaKue-HUOYyIb PSIOYMKU ¢ aHAHACHSIMHU. ..

— C yem-uem?..

— SI610K0 Takoe 3amopckoe, — TosicHun Panek. — Opun
MpUILIEL, OYeHb XOTeJ MONpoOoBaTh, a OTKYAA XK Mbl €My BO3b-
MeM? Wnu npyroit eiie CoOJIOBbUHBIX SI3bIYKOB XKapeHBIX XKeJlall...
A TIe MBI eMy TIOCPeIN 3UMbI COJIOBbEB HAJIOBUM?

— Hy, g He cTONb IPUXOTINB, — YCMEXHYJICS BechbsiMuanp n
3aroBopuj 6osee pa3BsizHo: — Ho, mo0e3Hblil, MHEe HYXXHaA Ofe-
xna! He Mory ke s XonuTh B MPUABOPHOM KaM30Je OJMKaiIylo
napy Mecsiiesn!

— HempeMeHHO TOPTHOTO K BaM IIPUIILTIO, W CAITIOXKHK CTada-
eM, Kak TmoxenaeTe, — KMBHYJI PaHexk.

— Toxe 3a cuer BiaacTeaMHA? — XMBIKHYJ TOT. — 3Haelllb,
JIT0OE3HBII, s JIydylle A0Iiady, HO YTOObI BCe ObLIO HAaWIYUIlIEero
KauecTna!

— He Hamo, He Hamo, Y3HAIOT TIPOBEPSIIOIINE, TOJIOBBI HE CHO-
cuTh! — PaHeK mombITajacs OTONBUHYThH 30J0TYI0 MOHETY, HO BCe
K€ He YCTOSIT M CIIPSITall €e, CAeJIaBIIMCh COBCEM YX IToa000CT-
pacTHBIM. — EXenu 4To TOHamoOuUTCs, TOCTIOANH, TOJBKO CKa-
KUTE, MUATOM...

— Wcnonuuib, — 3aBepiini Becbamuanb. — Bot uTo, 51 He
MPUBBIK 00X0AUThC 0e3 ciayru. ChlleTcsl y Te0sl pacTOPOITHbII
napeHb?

— Ha Bpsg 11, — novecan B 6opoae Panek. — Bce xx pabora-
0T, @ KTO He 3aHST — TOT 00aJiayid U J1000TpsiC, a 3a4eM IOCIIO-
IUHY 0e30eIbHUK?

— Jla yx... — Bechamuanp moaxan ryoel. — M uto mpuka-
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Xewb Aenatb? CaMoMy cebe MoCTenb CTEUTh U pyOallkKu CTU-
patn?..

— A BbI, TOCIOAMH, JAEBKY 3Ty B YC/IyXKeHUe BO3bMUTE! — IMpe/i-
JIOXKWJI cTapocTa, moaymaB. — TyT eil nejno HaliaeTcs Jiv, HET,
ele HEM3BeCTHO, a Tak... TOCTUPaTh CyMeeT, IpuopaTh TOXe, HY
U BCSKO MPOYE, €CIU... IXM... — OH BbIPa3UTEIbHO 3aKAaILLISICS.

— M36aBp! — nmomopimmiacs Becbsimusnb. — Ha Hee B3ruisi-
HYTb CTpaIrHo... [TompoOyii yroBOpHUTh KOTO-HHOYIb M3 IePEeBCH-
CKHUX, s 3aIjiadyy. A Temepb MPUKaXU MPOBOAUTH MEHS Ha 3TOT
IOCTOSIIBII JABOP, TOCJIE BallUX JOPOT Y MEHSI HOTU OOJISIT!

BechbsiMuaITio Hy:KeH OBUT B CJIYTM MECTHBIN TTApeHb: €Tro JIETKO
HAIlOUTb U BBICIIPOCUTDH TO, O YEM YMaJ4MBaeT CTApOCTa, y3HATh
ciyxu, cruieTHU... CinoBoMm, BecbsiMmuaiio TpeboBanach lLieabHast
KapTWHa, a OHa MOoKa He CKiaabiBaiachk. [loueMy OH JIerko MOHU-
MaeT MECTHBIN SI3bIK U SI3bIK 9TOM JEBKU, €CIM OHA TOXKE, CKOpee
Bcero, u3 apyroro mupa? Kak 3nech padoraet marusi? 3auem Bia-
CTeJIMHY He3IelTHWe apucTtokpaThl? M3o0perarenu, ydeHble —
9TO MOHSITHO, HO 3TU-TO Ha 4TO?

BrnpoueMm, oH paccuMThIBaJd pa3oOpaTrbcsi BO BCEM BTOM CO
BpeMeHeM. A ero Ternepb ObLJIO TIPEIOCTaTOYHO.

Maiira ripe6bIBajia B IIOJTHOM HEJOYMEHMU: €€ CTPAHHBIN CITyT-
HUK yIIeJI BMECTE€ C MECTHBIM XHUTEJIEeM, OCTaBUB ACBYIIKY Ha
ynuie ¢ Speykom.

«JleByIIeK Hamo Brepesd MPOITyCKaTh, M, BOOOIIE, 3TO HE IMO-
TOBAPUIIECKU!» — OOMIKEHHO TTOAyMalia OHa, OMHAKO TYT K& BCIIOM-
HUWJIA, YTO ATOT «TOCIOJAMH» HUKAKOMU €M HE TOBApMIL, a UICKi-
HBII TPOTUBHUK!

Tax yTo Maima cIiojHa IMOYyBCTBOBaiIa ceOsl IIpeaCTaBUTEIEM
yrHeTaeMoro kjiacca. Jlaxe B TEIUIOM TyJIyIe Ha YJIMUILe ObLIO XO-
JIOMHO, MOPO3 OLIYTMMO XBaTall 3a MKW, 3aCTaBJIsUT IPUTLISICHI-
BaTh Ha MECTE B THICTHBHIX MOIBITKAX COrpeThes. KmaTh MpHUIII-
JIOCh JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO, 1 IEBYIIIKA yCIesia pACCMOTPETh ITPOXOKHUX:
KeHIIWHBI, BCE KaK OJHA, MIETOJISIJIA B IUIMHHBIX 100KaX (4yIHO,
BeIb B OploKax HAMHOIO ymoOHee, M He IMOAAyBaeT!), MyKUMHBI
OBLJIM B pa3HOULBETHBIX Hapsgax caMbIX pa3HbIX (acoHoB. [s1-
IIeTh TI0 CTOPOHAM OBIJIO OUYEeHB YBJIEKATEIbHO, HO U 3TO HAI0EJIO.
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JlecHuk He oOpaliian Ha Hee HUKAKOro BHUMAaHMSI, TO U AEJIO
3aBOJIsI OKMBJICHHBIN Pa3roBop ¢ KEM-TO M3 3HaKOMBIX, U Malia
3acKydasia. Bxonutb 6e3 cripocy B AOM eif MoKa3aaoch HeMmpuaInd-
HBIM, XOT$l BC€ OOJIbIIIE XOTEJOCh 3aiiTU MOTPEThCs, Ja U MOECThb
Obl HEe Melllajg0 — Mocje AOJATON MPOTYJIKH T0 Jiecy anmeTUuT pa-
3BITPAJICA HE Ha IIYTKY.

Maina He TIpUBBIKJIA O0e30eIbHNYATh CPEAU THS — BeIb KaX-
IBIN TOJKeH padoTaTh M MPUHOCUTD MOJIB3y! — M Teleph He 3Ha-
J1a, 4yeM ce0sl 3aHSITh.

Bapyr neBylika BCOMHMIA, UTO Y Hee ¢ COOOU eCTh COOPHUK
n30paHHBIX cOuMHeHui Boxas, u cpazy npruobdoapuiachk.

IToaymats Tosibko, BTOpoil cekpeTapb Bpyumi €l 3TOT nmoja-
PpOK OOJIBIIIe CYTOK Ha3al, a OHa IO CHUX IOp JaXke He OTKpHIBaia
KHUTY! Maiire cTajo CTBIZHO 3a CBOE HEBOJIbHOE IPEeHEOPEKEHIE,
OHa ITOCKOPE M3BIIEKJIa APAarOICHHBIM TOM M3-TIOA TYJIyMHa M C
PamoCThIO OTPY3UJIach B UTEHUE.

Ha Tak yBjieKjach, YTO €IBa He IMPOMYyCTUIa MOMEHT, KOraa
«TOCIOAWH» (MMeHU ero Maia mo-mpexXHeMy He 3Hajia) Hako-
Hell BbIIIE U3 JoMa B COMpOBOXAeHUU 6opoaada. He obpaias
BHUMaHMSI Ha JIeByWIKY, BecbsiMuaab mouHTepecoBaics y SApe-
yKa, KaK MpOMTU Ha MOCTOSUIbINA IBOP. JIECHUK MpeaioKUI ToKa-
3aTh JOPOTY, Ha YTO «KJIACCOBBII Bpar» TOJbKO KMBHYJ U BaXXHO
mpocienoBai 3a SIpeykoM, maxke He B3TJITHYB Ha Martry.

PactepsiHHas meByIIKa Bo3HaMEpUIach OBLIO YBSI3aThCSI 32 HU-
MM CJIeZIOM, HO €€ OKJIMKHYJI cTapocTa (OH CaMOJIMYHO TTPOBOIUI
TOCTSI, HaXe MOMOT CITYCTUTBCS T10 JICCTHUIIE), KOTOPBI CTPOTO
BeJIeJ CJIea0oBaTh 3a HUM. Maiia mociyiiajgach, XOTh M C HEKOTO-
DPbIM COMHEHHEM — HECMOTpPsI Ha TO YTO «TOCIOAWH» U ObLI el
MOCTOPOHHUM, OJHAKO PaccTaBaTbCsl C HUM KaK-TO HE XOTEJIOCh.
Buaumo, moToMy 4TO OCTajibHbIX OHAa BOBCE HE 3Haja, a C HUM
OHU BpoJie KaK TOBapUIIU MO HECYACThIO.

Ensa Mama mpomura B 1oM, KakK €¢ cpa3y OKyTajo OJIaKeHHOe
TEIUIO.

Bopopau ycencs 3a cton, Maia onycTuiach Ha JIaBKY Harpo-
THUB HeEro.

ToT mocrtan oTKyaa-To TOJCTEHHYIO KHUTY (ITOYTU TaKylo Ke
BHYIINTEBHYIO, KaK W30paHHbIe COUMHEHUsST BOXIsI, ueM meByII-
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Ka HEBOJbHO BOCXUTMJIACH), OTKPBUI €€ IMOoCepearnHe U TTOIHSLI
B3I/ Ha Maiiy.

— Two1 gero 3To paccenach? — HENPUSI3HEHHO OYPKHYJI OH. —
Wb, pacnonoxuiaach, Kak 0jaropomHast!

— Ho Beap BBI centi, He CTOSITH 3Ke MHe? — yauBUiIach Marima.

— A ¥ TIOCTOMIIIb, HE TICPEIIOMUIIBCS! — BO3MYTHIICS TOT IS
nmopsiaka, pasrisabiBas npuineauity. Ilo mpaBne ckaszaTb, I1eBKa
ObLTa CIpaBHAas: CTaTHasl, KpemKasl, KpOBb C MOJOKOM, XOTb 1
rocroarHa rpada Toxe MOXHO OBLIO IMTOHSATh — COBCEM IPOCTast
Ha BUJI, HUYYTh HE ITOXOXasl Ha KpacaBUIl-apUCTOKpaToK. dury-
PHI He pasTiIsaeTh TOJKOM, HO Ha JIUIO BIIOJIHE CUMITAaTUYIHA, I1a
¥ BUIHO, YTO TaKasl He MOMPET, TUTeHKa poKasl, KaK IepBast XKe-
Ha CTapOCTHI.

«A ¥ TO, MOXeT, cebe OCTaBUTh?» — MOAYMaJ OH, 3ayMYUBO
pasrsanpiBas Marry.

Jaxe He momo3peBasi 0 MAaTPUMOPHUAJIBHBIX TIJIaHAX MPaKTUY-
HOTO CTapoCTHI, Ta, B CBOIO O4epellb, paccMarpuBaia ero. Iloi-
HBII 00pomay OOJIBIIE BCETO HATTOMMHAI OTKOPMJIEHHOTO 00po-
Ba, KaKMX OHa BuIajla B 00X03€: B3IEPHYTHII HOC, MaJleHbKUE
[JIa3KU, JOCHSIIEeCcs HEXHO-PO30BOE JIUIIO, JIUIIb 00poaa U ofie-
XKIa SBISIACH TOKA3aTeILCTBOM TOTO, YTO OH UEJIOBEK, Ja TOJI0C
HU3KMUI, a BOBCE HE BUBTJIMBBIN.

Y Mamm oH cpa3y BbI3BaJ HEIMPUA3HB, XOTh 3TO M HEXOPO-
III0 — CYIMTh O HE3HAKOMIIE TOJIBKO IT0 BHeITHOCTH. Ho oHa Hu-
Yyero He MoIJIa MojesiaTh — He pacrosarai oH K cebe, U Bce TyT!

3aKOHYMB WUTPaTh B TJSOENKH, OOpomad YTKHYJICS B CBOIO
KHUTY YU, BUOIMMO, IIPUTOTOBUJICS UTO-TO IHCATh (paHBIIE OHA
BUENA TaKUe CTPaHHbIC MUMCbMEHHbIE MPUHAMLIEXKHOCTU TOJbKO
Ha KapTUHKAaX, KaXeTCs, OHU HA3bIBAJICh «IIEPhI»).

On Oosbllle He HacTauwBaJl, 4ToObLI Maira pasroBapuBaja ¢
HUM CTOS1, a U TOJIOC ero Kak-To Imomgooper:

— 4 crapocra TyromrHuit, PaHeKOM KJIWYYT, IO MPO3BAaHUIO
Tpu 3abopa. A Tbl KeM Oynellb?

— 4 MauHHO-aBTOMaTUJeCcKasl 11Besi HOMep TpUCTa CEMBAECST
JIBa, — TIOCYIIHO TIpeAcTaBuUiach neByinka. Ctapocta MOPTHYI
HernoHMMalolle, U oHa rnpoaorkuwia: — Hy Maiua s, B o01uem.

— A, Maia! — obpagoBalicsl OH, CTapaTeJIbHO 3aMuChiBas UMsI
B CBOW TaJIMyI. — A 9TO ThI yMeeIlb AeIaTh?
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— 41 wBes1, mepenqoOBUK MPOU3BOACTBA, MEXIY MpounmM! — rop-
0 OTBETMJIA IeByInKa. JKajb, MMpOJEeMOHCTPUPOBATh 3HAUOK HE
yaanoch (OH TaK M OCTaJICs MMPUKOJIOTHIM K CBUTEpPY, a Maima cu-
JieJia OeTOM, He PUCKYS CHUMATbh TYJIYI, XOTS YK€ CTaHOBWJIOCH
KapKo).

— IIBes? — mockyuHes TOT. — Takoro mobpa u y Hac xBaTa-
eT, Bcskasi 0aba vy neBKa B MThbe padymeeT. Hy ma magHo, or-
peneno Teds moKa B IIOMOIIb TTOPTHOMY, ITOCMOTPUM, Ha YTO ThI
ronHa. Bot teGe ene ngaTth MengakoB Ha o03aBeneHue. ScHo Tebe?

Maiiie HUYero He ObLIO MOHSATHO, U, TOMSIBIIMChH, OHA CIIPO-
cuia:

— A KTO TaKoO# ITOPTHOM M YTO TaKOE MEISTKM?

CrapocTa TocMOTpeJl Ha Hee, KaK Ha OJakeHHYI0, HO 00bsic-
HUT:

— IlopTHOI MIBET OmEXIy, a ThI, CTAJIO OBITH, ITOMOIIHUIIEH
eMy Oydelb. XOpollIo paboTaTh CTaHEIIb — OH CaM PEIIUT, CKOJIb-
KO TeOe IUIaTuTh. A MeIsIK — 3TO JIcHbIa TaKasl, 3HAUNT.

Jenwru?! Koneuno, Maimra untajia B ydeOHUKAX, 4TO 3TO Ta-
KO€, HO Bellb UX JaBHO oTMeHuIu! Pa3Be BO3MOXHO, YTO TYT €CTh
rocriojia u eue AeHbIu?

— Kyna g momnana?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA B OTYAsSTHUM.

PaHek B31MOXHYJNT — CKOJBKO pa3 eMy yxke IMPUXOAUIOCh pac-
CKa3bIBaTh MpPUIILIEIIaM 00 3TOM — M B TOYHOCTH IIepecKaszall
Marire Ty ke UCTOPHIO, YTO 1 BCEM IO Hee: TIPO MHOXKECTBEHHOCTD
MMPOB U CBSI3b MEXIY HUMM.

Mamma cuzaena, COBEpIICHHO ONNIYyIICHHAs CBaJIMBIICHCS Ha
Hee WH(OpPMAaIIMEe: UM TOBOPIJIM Ha 3aHSITUSIX 1O TIOJUTTPaMOTE
0 OopbOe 3a MmpaBa TPYASIIUXCS B Pa3HbIX MUpPaxX, HO OHa Jaxke
MIPEINOJI0XUTh He MOTJIa, YTO caMa OYYTUTCS B OOHOM W3 HUX,
JIa TIPUTOM B TaKOM, TJIe, IT0 BCeil BUIMMOCTH, 00 OOIIeBMU3Me Ja-
K€ He CibIxauu!

— Hy magHo, neBKa, HeKorga MHE ¢ TOOOU paccycolmBaTh! —
Impobacuil crapocTa HeTeprieauBo. OH pelni MoKa OCTaBUTh Ma-
Iy — IYCTh MOOOBBIKHETCS, MPUIET B ceOs1, a TTIOTOM, IISIAUIID,
u comaytcsd noomamke. — Crymnaii cede!

— A Kyma? — crpocuiia IeByIIKa, ITOCTYIITHO TTOAHNMAsICh, —
Ckaxwure, rie TyT Y Bac OOIIeXKUTHUE, CKJIAI ONEXIbI, U elle MHE
CToJioBast Hy>kHa!
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PaHex HaxmypuJscss — cTpaHHBIE BEeIlld TOBOPUT 3Ta JAeBKa, HY
ITa JaJHO, MPUIIJICIIBEI YaCTO OBIBAIOT HE COBCEM HOPMaJIbHBIC, U
HEMYIPEHO.

— Tomaii B naBky Manyxa, Tam Tebe Bce OOBICHAT! — Be-
JIeJT OH.

Maina yauBIeHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero: Kakas JlaBKa, Kynoa Wi-
TH, OHa Bellb Ha 3Toil JlaBke cuaut! M BooOIle, oHAa Bedb SICHO
CKasajia, 4To TOJIOMHA, 1a M TIepeoaeThCs He MEIIajio OblI, a HUKa-
KOM omeXmbl ¢ co00il y Hee KOHeUHO ke HeT! Tak 4To HYXHO,
YTOOBI €ii KTO-TO IOKa3aa CKjad OAEXKIbl U MOMOT MoJ00paTh Ha-
psm o pasMepy (eit, HaBepHOE, IPUACTCS TeIeph ITUHHBIC 100-
K1 HOocuTh). Hy 1 elme Bcakue MeI0ur HeOOXOIMMEI, BPOIE MbI-
Jla ¥ 3yOHOM IIETKU, TAe UX B3SITh?

B ronoBe y meBYIIKKM TBOPUJICS MOJHBIN KaBapaakK, OHA ITOHSI-
Jla, 94TO €€ 3aHECJIO HeBECTh Ky/a, a BOT UTO TeIeph AejaaTh — CO-
BEPIIEHHO HESCHO!

Ho oTBeuaTh Ha ee BOIIPOCH CTapOCTE SIBHO OBIJIO HETOCYT,
TaK 4TO OH HETEPIIeJIMBO KIMKHYJ MaJIBYUINKY 1, KOTIA TOT ITOSI-
BUJICS, OYPKHYJI:

— OTBeau 3Ty IEeBKY K IMMOPTHOMY, CKaXXH, YTO ITOACIIOPhEM
emy oynet. Crymaiite!

[Mo-npexHeMy HemoymeBasi, Maiia B3sijia C JJaBKM CBOIO KHU-
Ty, TIpICKaja ee K rpyan (He TIpsTaTh ke ee TTpu PaHeke 1o ome-
KIy) 1 cobpajach YXOIUTh, KOTIAa CTAPOCTa €€ OKJIMKHYII:

— DI, JeBKa, Thl TpaMOTHas OyIelllb, YTO JIb?

Maina oTBeTHIIa, CHOBa U3YMJISISICh:

— Koneuno!

B mikone Beap yyat!

— A 4T0 9TO y TeOsI 3a KHUTa? — yxKe yBaXXUTeJIbHEe CIPOCKUIT
oH. JKeHImmHa, yMelomasi MUcaTb M YUTaTh, — OOJBIIAs pel-
kocTh! Takas, MIsauIlIb, U IPUXOM C PACXOJAOM CBECTU MOAMOT-
HET, ¥ B XO3SMCTBE TIPUTOAUTCS — I10 BCEMY BHIaTh, paOOTSIIAsl.
CrapocTa gaxke pa3MeuTalics, Kak OymeT He caM 3aHOCHUTb Bce B
KHUTH, a IeBKe TUKTOBAaTh — OH BUJEJ, UTO OJaropoaHbie 3aBce-
IJ1a TaK JeJIafoT.

— DT0 camas TriIaBHas KHHMIa, — Hadayja Maia TeM Bpeme-
HeM. — B Helt 3anucanbl ciioBa Boxas u Bce-Bce 0OBSICHSICTCS
KaK XWUTb HY>KHO M UTO JeJIaTh!
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PaHexk 3amymazcs — 1o BceMy BBIXOIMJIO, YTO HEIpocTasi 3TO
KHWTA, pa3 B HEW TaKWe CEpPhe3HbIC BEIIU TTHIIIYT.

— A, TaKk TBI Kupuuka! — ozapwio ero. Buns MammnHo He-
IOYMEHME, OH TTosiIcHII: — Hy, 1o KHUre 3TOi XMUBEIb U APYTUX
YUUIb?

— Jla! — obpagoBaHHO KMBHYJIA Ta.

— A Kax 30BeTCs TBOSI Bepa? — yTOYHWJI CTApOCTa MOI03PU-
TeJIbHO. B X Mupe ObUTO MHOTOOOXME, HO MMEJICS M CITHCOK 3a-
MPEeNIeHHbIX KYJIbTOB, KOTOPbIE HaJJeXkal0 MCKOPEHSITh BCEMU
BO3MOXXHBIMHU CITOCOOAMU.

Mariia He cpasy MoHsIa, 0 YeM OH TOJIKYeT. AX, Hy Ja, OH UH-
TepecoBaJICsl, BO UTO OHa BepuT! JleByIlIKa TOpao OTBETHUIIA!

— S Bepio B 0011IeBM3M U CBeTJIoe Oyayiiee!

CrapocTta 00JIeTUEeHHO B3JOXHYJ — TAaKOT0 BEPOBaHUS Cpeau
HEI03BOJIEHHBIX HE YMCIUIOCH (a TO Xajib ObLIO O JAEBKY Maja-
yaM OT/aBaTh, HA HEe JPyTrue TUIaHbl UMEIOTCSI) — U Pa3peliv:

— JlanHO, MOXeIIb TOBOPUTh O CBOeM o0IIeBu3Me! A Terepb
non'

Manpuunilika HeTepreJruBO MOTSAHYT Mamry 3a pykKaB, U OHa
IMOCIYITHO OBWHYJIACh 3a HUM, OyMmasl JIMIIb O TOM, YTO 3TOT
CTpaHHBIN PaHek, KaxeTcs, pa3pelina eil paccka3blBaTbh BceM 00
obmeBusmMe! Termepb OHA MOXET MPOBECTU MUTUHT CPEeIU MECT-
HOTO YTHETEHHOTO Hapoma M HadyaTh OOphOY 3a MpaBa TPYISIIIX-
csa! CnoxHas 3aga4ya, oueHb OTBETCTBeHHasi, 1 Maiiia BCIo 10pory
JIO JIaBKW TOPTHOTO JIymajia JIMIIb O TOM, KaK MpaBUJIBHO BCE
cnenath. OHa BOJTHOBAIACH, Beb HUKOTAA PaHbIIe eif He TIPUX0-
JIUJIOCh HAUMHATh BCe C HYJISI, HO Oblja TOTOBa 3alllMIIAaTh pabo-
YUii KJIacC CO BCEM TbIJIOM!

ITpuspak 6poaus o IlepenyTUHCKY, pU3paK OOIIEBU3MA. ..

Tnasa 4
HOBA{ XKN3Hb

Manpuuika (oH HasBaics JIuBekoM) mpuBen Mainy K AByX-
3TaXXHOMY JoMy. JlajeKko UATU He TIPUIILIOCh — JaBKa (3HATh Obl
elle, rMoyeMy JJOM Ha3bIBAalOT TakK 3Ke, KaK MeOeJb!) TIOpTHOTO pac-
rnojarajach B LIEHTpe IOCeJIKa, B HECKOJIbKMX IlIarax oT Joma
CTapOCTHI.
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JIuBek yBepeHHO pacraxHya ABepb U O6pocun Maiie:

— Tbl MpoOX0OaU, TOJBKO Bean cedst TuXo — Mayx a1ep3Kux He
JIoouT!

Ta MoHATIMBO KUMBHYJIa — KOHEYHO, OHA HE CTAaHET IPyOuUTh,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €€ BCeT/a YYMJIU YBaXXUTEIbHO OTHOCUTBHCS K
JTFOMISIM.

VY10BIETBOPUBIIKUCH €€ peakiueil, MaJlbuMIlKa 3alie B 10M,
a Maira nocienosaia 3a HUM. [lepea Hell OTKpbLJIach MHTEpEC-
Has KapTWHA: B MPOCTOPHOM ITOMEIICHUM (HOJKHO OBITH, ITOI
Hero ObLJI OTBElIEH BeCh IEePBbII 3TaxK) OblIa pa3BellaHa OHEXK-
Jla caMbIX pa3HOOOpPa3HBIX (paCOHOB M PACIBETOK, U elle KaKue-
TO CTpaHHBIC TIPHUCITIOCOOICHUS, HA3HAUYCHMSI KOTOPBIX OHA JTaXKe
MPeaCTaBUTh HE MOTJIa.

«M 3auem crTonbko Bcero? — HeaoymeBaja Maina. — Bbuio
OBI TEIUIO M YIOOHO, a IIpodyee — HEeHY:KHasI pocKoIrb! Pa3se uto
Ha TaHIbI BOT NMIPUOJETHCS, U JOBOJBHO!»

Ho Bnazgesnelr Bcex 3TUX TPSTOK SIBHO MPUAEPKUBAJICS MHOTO
MHEHUsI, ¥ IeBYIIKA HE CTajla BCIYX TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, YTOOBI HE
00UIeTh HE3HAKOMOTO YeJIOBeKa.

Cam Manyx oOHapyxXuics 3a MPUIABKOM: XyIOi My>XXUMHA C
TEeMHBIMH BOJIOCAMM M TJIa3aMH, B IPOPUIb OH OBLI ITOXOX Ha
MevyaabHYI0 TIMHHOHOCYIO MTUILY, U XyIble MaJbLbl YeM-TO Ha-
IMMOMUWHAJIX KOTTU. Maiiia HeBOJIbHO MOTISITUIIACh, CXKUMasi KHUTY
(He Tak mJaBHO OHAa yOemwmiIach, 4YTO 3TO BechMa IPO3HOE OPYXKUe),
a TeM BpeMeHEeM MajIbuuIlIKa, He 3aMeyvasl €e COCTOSIHUSI, TIPUBET-
JIMBO 00paTWJICS K BIIAEJIbIly JIABKU:

— Jlobporo geHeuka, nsgapka Manyx! Bot, ctapocTa Tebe 1mo-
MolIHULY npucian! — OH nmomoyan U J00aBUJI CO 3HAYEHUEM: —
W3 npunuienos!

ToT TOBKO ycITea HabpaTh BO3MyXa, BUIUMO, KaK pa3 cobpal-
Csl TIOMHTEPECOBAThCS, 110 KAKOMY MOBOAY SIBUJIMCH MTOCETUTEIIH,
HO, YCJIBIIIaB 3TO U3BECTHE, Cpa3y MOYEeMy-TO 3ayjIbl0aics, BHU-
MaTelIbHO ocMaTpuBas Marry:

— Hy, npoxoaure, Koib Tak!

Maina, ipeososieBasi HEOXHUIAHHYIO poOOCTb, TogonuIa K Ma-
nyxy. CTpaHHO, OHa BCeraa cumTaja ce0s 0OKOIl IeBYIIKOM, HO
B 3TOM HETOHSITHOM MHUpPE OTYEro-TO Tepsllach, HE 3Hasl, YTO Je-
JIaThb M Kak ce0s BecTU. Mania oTHIOAb He ObL1a Iypoil, TaK 4TO
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cpasy ypasyMeJia: pa3 3TO APYroil MUp, TO U IIpaBuJia B HEM Ipy-
rue (Imoka 3[ech ellle He Mmodeania OOLIEBUCTCKAs PEBOJIIOLIMS,
koHeuHO!). Ecimm 6 oHa 3Hana, HAaCKOJBKO OHHM OTJIMYAIUCH OT
3aKOHOB €€ CTpaHbI!

Hanpumep, BcKope BBISICHUIOCH, UTO CTapocTa U He AyMal
IIyTUTh, CKa3aB, YTO 3IeCh HCIIOJB3YIOT IEeHBIW. Marlire mpu-
LIIJIOCh YUUTHCS UX CUMTATh, XOTsI Majyx U He TOBEpsUI eil mpu-
HUMATh OIJIATy y MOKYyMaTeaeil, ObICTPO CMEKHYB, — MPULIEINLIE
HEOTKyJa 3HaTh 3/ICITHUE 1IeHbl, a Hapoa B [lepenmyTuHcke yii-
JIBI, MUTOM COOOpa3uT, KaK 00OBECTU €€ BOKPYT Majiblial

Ha neByliiike BooOllle Ka3aa0oCh TUKWUM, UYTO 3a OJEXKIY HYKHO
TUIATUTB! DTO K€ TIIYIIOCTh, KaK MOXHO TPeOOBaTh IEHBIH 3a TIPEI-
METhI MIEPBOI HEOOXOAUMOCTH?!

K Ttomy xe okazanoch, uTo Maiua Majio yeM MoxeT Manyxy
IIOMOYh — OHa BeAb IIPUBHIKJIA IIUTh HE BPYYHYIO, a4 C TIOMOIIBIO
MalllMH, U TOMPOCTY HEe yMesa TOJKOM IT0Jb30BaThCs 3MEITHUMU
JIOTIOTOITHBIMU TIpucnocodeHusmu! Hy, Moria tam IyroBuily
MIPUIINATH WIN 3aIlJIaTKy TTOCTaBUTh, U Bce. BOT maiiTe eit mob6oit
CTaHOK, OHa BMMI pa30epeTcsl, UTO 1a KakK, a KOBBIPSITh XKECTKYIO
TKaHb UTOJKOM TMPU CBETE JIYYUHBI... 9TO e KaMEHHBIN BeK Ka-
koii-To! OHa mopaxajaach, KaK y IIOPTHOTO BBIXOMISIT TaKUE POB-
HbIC IIBBI: HY OYATO Ha MalllMHKE MPOCTPOUYMII, 1O TOIO CTEXKKU
MEJIKME U aKKypaTHbIe, HE TO UTO Y Hee — BKPHUBb Ja BKOCh...
OHa crapajach, HO BBIXOJIMJIO BCE paBHO CKBEPHO, TaK UTO IOBE-
psUIM €#l TObKO MoApy0aTh Kpasi 1a pacrapbiBaTh, €CIU MPUXO-
JTJIOChH.

IlepBoe Bpems IEeBYIIKY IIIBIHSUTA BCe, HAUMHAS OT TOCITOIM-
Ha Manyxa u ero JopoaHoOi XeHbl Banuu u 3akaHuMBasi UX ClIy-
>XaHKol Baprtoii — psiboii neBulieil MpUMEpHO OAHUX JIeT ¢ Ma-
meid. Jlaske meTu MOpTHOTO ApasHWIU ee. Maile MpUXOauIoch Je-
JIaTh MPOCTYIO TPSI3HYIO PaboTy, TOMOIaTh BCEM OHOBPEMEHHO.

BcraBanu TyT n0 cBeTa — Hy BTO elle JaJgHO, Y ceds aJoMa
Maia Toxe paHO mogHMMaJach Ha padoty. HyxHo ObLI0O KMBO
pacTONUTh TeYb, a MOKa XO3s1iika FOTOBMUT 3aBTpakK, HaTacKaTh
BOJIbI U3 KOJIOALA (9TY MOYETHYIO 00s13aHHOCTh Bapra crniuxHysa
Ha 9yKadKy-HeyMeXy), BBIMECTH IIOJIBI (a pa3 B HEACNIO eIlle BbI-
MBITh 1 BBICKOOJIUTH), MEPEMBITh OCTaBICHHYIO C Beuepa MoCymdy,
3a7aTh KOPM CKOTHHE U MTULE... BOT K cTpsimHe Mamy He noj-

40



MMyCKaJIu, MOHSB, YTO YIPABISATHCS C TSIKEJIbIMU TOPLIKAMU OHA
He yMeeT, a 00yJaTh IT0Ka3aJ0Ch HaKJIaMHO — Bedb ITepeObeT BCe,
a mocyna JeHeT CTOMT!

M tak ¢ yTpa n0 Beuyepa, HU MPUCECTb, HU OTIAOXHYTh — JEJI0
BCeTIa HaXOAUJIOCh, CJI0Xa PYKW HUKTO HE CUACI!

[Mpuninock yauThbesl pa3dompaThCsl B TOCTOMHCTBAX Pa3HBIX MO-
HET, MPUBBIKATh HOCUTh IOOKU U JeJaTh MHOXECTBO APYTUX Be-
e, KOTophle paHblle Malle He MOTJIM IPUCHUTHCI Iaxe B
CTpaIIHOM CHe. XOpOIIIO, YTO ASBYIIKA He OblIa N30aJI0BaHHOU 1
MPUBEPEINBOI, a TO €l TSIKEI0 MPUIILIOCH OBl 3[eCh. OOUTATh B
TECHOI KaMOpKe, €CTh IPOCTYI0, XOTh M CHITHYIO eIy, KOoTopas
rmojiarajach ciiyram (OHa KaXKIbIil pa3 HEromoBajia, CIIBIIIA 3TO OT-
BpaTUTEJIbHOE CJIOBO), XOAUTh, OIYCTUB TIJia3a...

OHa HayymIach BceMy, TBepIs IIpoO ceOsT KaXIblil pa3 ciloBa
Boxnst o ToM, 4TO «KUTh B O0ILECTBE U ObITh CBOOOAHBIM OT 00-
1IeCTBA HEJb3s». A 9Ta CollMaibHAsl CUCTEMa eil, MSITKO TOBOpS,
He HpaBWIAach, HO BRIOMpATh He MpUXoaMiiock. [Toka ocTaBaaoch
TOJBKO AyMaTh O TOM, KaK Obl U3MEHUTH €€ K JIydriemy!

OnHomy Maina Tak U He HaydmJiach — KJIAHSThCS. 3a 3TO ee
OIHAXIBI TTOOWMIa XMypas X03siiKa, Tocroxa Bammsa, — He ¢ Toit
HOTM BCTaJia, a TYT €Ile CIIyXKaHKa KOPOJIEBOM XOIMT, CIIUHY
quiHui pa3 He corHet! Korma Banus momHsiia pyky (BepHee,
BEHMK) Ha Mairy, Ta MpUIIjia B yKac: a KaK MOXHO M30UBaTh
npyrux groneit?! Benb oHM Takue ke, KaK U ThI CaM, KTO JaJI Tebe
MPaBO PaCMOPSKATLCS YYKOM CyIb00#, KTO MOCTABUJI BBILIE IPY-
rux?! Maia 3Toro He MoHMMalla U yxe codpajach yiTH, Korja
BIPYT OCO3HaJa, YTO MATU €l COBepIIeHHO Hekyna. He B mec ke
noaaThcsd, B caMoM jeJe!

[Mpunnrock ocTaTbesd B JOME ITOPTHOTO, OJHAKO W TTO3BOJIUTH
KOMY-JIN00 OuTh ee Marra He Mora (3TO 03HAYaIo OBl TTOJTHYIO
MOTEPIO caMOoyBaxkeHHs1!), a MTOTOMY OHa Hayaja HOCUThb C cO0OI
KHUTY BOXXIsT B CyMKe, KOTOPYIO caMa Koe-KakK CIINJIa U3 HeHYX-
HBIX 00PE3KOB TKaHEIA.

Kak-To rocnoxa Banusi, B ouepeaHoii pa3 npeObiBasi B Ayp-
HOM HaCTpOE€HMH, 3aMaxHyJach Ha Maiiy XJbIlcTOM (OHa 00oXKa-
JIa 3Ty Belllb, BooOpaxkast ceOsl, TOJKHO OBITh, YKPOTUTCILHUIICH
JIUKUX XXUBOTHBIX), HO IEBYIIIKa MOYI00Hee yXBaTuJia YBECUCThII
TOM W TIpeAyIpeaua:
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