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IJIABA 1

— Omnmunas pabora, Kpactop, — mOXBaJmiiI peKTopa TEMHOBO-
JIOCBI My:>KUIHA, HAOJIIO/Iast 32 CTOSIIIEN HA CIIeHE JEBYIIKOIL.

Maurbliiiika criesia BOCXUTUTENbHO. Ee KpacuBbIN M CHJIBHBII TO-
JIOC HUKAK He BA3aJICs € [PAKOHBUM TPOUCXOXKAeHneM. Takue Bo-
KaJbHbIe JAaHHBIE MOTJIM BCTPEUATHCS TOJBKO y TIOTOMKA JIEMOHOB,
Jla 1 TO HeYacTo.

— MoxHO cuuTaTh, 4TO MOJIENA C/IeTIaHO, — MTPOIOJLKAI MYIK-
yrHa. — J{pakoHbl yiKe HauaJIi IPBI3ThCS MEKLY c00Oii, a 110 TpoTH-
BoCTOSAHMS YepHOro 1 30JI0TOTO KJIAHOB PYKOH 110/IATh.

— 51 yBepeH, 4TO TAKOTO OCKOPOIEHNsT APUCTAPX HE CTEPIUT, —
YIBIOHYJICS PEKTOP, TOMOMAS OJKE K CBOEMY COOECeHUKY.
371ech, B TaiiHOM JI0JKe, OHU MOTJI 0603peBaTh BeCh aM(uTeaTp U He
6OSITHCST OBITH 3aMEUEHHBIMU.

Mapust TOKJIOHUJIACH 3PUTEJISIM U 110/ OYPHbIE OBAIIMU Y/IaJIH-
JIach €O ciieHbl. KpacTop MpoBOAWII ee B3TJISIZIOM U TOJTBKO MOTOM
BEPHYJICS K Pa3roBOpY.

— Omuw ¢ Hell oueHb COMM3UITHICH TTocie coObITHi B MpavHoii my-
CTOIIM, — C HEY/J0BOJbCTBUEM IpU3HaJI OH. — Kaxayio HOUb OH
TalfHO TIpuJieTaeT K Hell B akaJleMUI0 U YXOJAUT JIMIIb TIOJ YTPO.
KomHuaTy oropaskuBaet 3ByKOBbIM GapbepoM.

— Omna GepeMenHa? — BCKMHYJ GPOBb OPIOHET.

— Her, — MoTHyZ rosioBoii pektop. — OH 1O4eMy-TO TSHET C
aTuM. Sl caplmas, XoueT JaTh el BO3MOKHOCTD JIOyYNThCS, HO Be-
putcs ¢ TpyzoM. O6pasoBaHe MOMYYAOT OJITO, HE CTAHET TJlaBa
KJIaHa pa/ii TAaKOTO IIyCTAKa TSHYTb ¢ Hacjae HukaMu. TyT npuunna
B JIDYTOM.

— MHe kaskeTcs WM Thl HepaBHO/YIIIEH K 9TOMH IOJyKPOBKe? —
npsiMo cripocust 6pioner. — Kpacrop, ona Beas [ladar apaxkona.

— 3Haio, — oTMaxHyJcd pektop. — OnHako g cunrtaio Mapuio
OueHb MePCIeKTUBHON skeHIMHON. HanosmoBuny apakos, HamoJso-
BUHY /IEMOH, KaK 1 . Ee cuia yAnBUTeIbHA U YHUKATbHA, HEJb3ST
MTPOCTO CIIHUCHIBATH CO CYETOB TAKOE COKPOBHIIIE.
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— JlaBaii TOBOPUTH MIPSIMO, — TBEPJIO TIPOUZHEC COOECETHUK. —
B Giumzkaiiniee BpeMsi IPOU30IAET CTOJKHOBEHUE TJIaB CUJIbHENH-
MIMX KJIAHOB. MBI IPHJIOKUM BCE YCUIIHS K TOMY, 4TOOBI OHU I1epe-
6usi pyr apyra u ocBoboaum tebe popory. Kpacrop, ot Tebst
MHOTO€ 3aBUCHT, U 51 GOIOCh, YTO M3-32 9TOIH JAE€BUYOHKU Thl HATBO-
pHIIIb OITHOOK.

— O Kakux omubKax pedb? — yCTAIO YCMEXHYJICS PEKTOP. —
OHna uzieaTbHO TIOJXOUT HA POJIb MMTIepaTpuIlbl. [TomykpoBka, He
ycIiesa 3aBecTu OJIM3KUX 3HAKOMCTB, II0JIUTHYEeCKU HedTpaIbHa, 1a
etrie 1 06J1aIaeT OrPOMHOI CHITOM.

— Tosmtiyeckn HelTpambHa? — Haxmypuics 6proret. — [1Ty-
b ? S yBepeH, 4To oHa BCTaHET Ha CTOPOHY YepHoro KiaHa u 0y-
JIeT 3aIUIIATD eTO.

— 4 1ebs ymonsio! — oTkpoBeHHO pacxoxorajicsa Kpacrop. —
A ecii 1oGpbIe JIOAN PACCKAXKYT €, KTO IMEHHO OPraHU30BaJl TO
HalaieHne B CTeHAX aKaJ[EMIH, TTOCJIe KOTOPOTO OHA MCTIOIh30Basa
3eMHOe Opy:;kHe? A ecyii OHA Y3HAET, UTO MYK CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPY-
JKUJT ee TroHaMu 1 corisipatasmu? Kpucrodep, Padaaiib, Hecko-
JIBKO TIapHeH cpein 000poTHel — Bee MpUcMaTpUBaT 3a Mapueit
1 HaGUBAIOTCS K Hell B IPY3bsl.

— Y0 B aToM moxoro? OHa PacIeHUT 9TO Kak 3a00Ty O CBOeii
6e3011aCHOCTH, BOT U BCE.

— Xal Pactiermia Obl, ecyiit GbI OHU TIPOCTO KPYTUIUCH TOOJIH-
30CTH. A TaK MMOJIYYaeTcst, YTO OHU JOOUBAIOTCS APYKOBI B KOPHICT-
HbIX 1enax. byap Mapus npocToil moayKpoBKON-ITepBOKYPCHU-
1[eif, HUKOMY OHa He Oblj1a ObI HYsKHA, 8 TAK BBIXOAUT, YTO OOJIBIIINH-
CTBO ee Jpy3ell IOAKYILIeHbI ee jke MyskeM. Kakoo TeGe ObLI0 Obl
Y3HATB, YTO T€, KOTO ThI CUUTAEIIH IPY3bsIMI, Ha CAMOM JieJie 001Ia-
10TCs ¢ TOOOI M3-3a JICHET ¥ KapbepHbIX IepciiekTus? Bor To-To xe!

— $1 y7ke rOBOPHJL: HAMHOTO IIPOIIe HaM OyAeT POCTO 30aBK-
Tbest oT Hee. [ToMrMo Beero mpouero, aTo HaHeCeT KOJIOCCATbHbBIN
yaap no riraBe Yeproro kiana. [Torepst [TTadat ocrabut ero.

— 4l macranBaio Ha TOM, YTO Mapust 0/I5KHA OCTATHCS B JKUBBIX
U CTYKUTh HaM, — TEPIIETUBO OTBeTHII KpacTop. — YHUUTOXKUTD ee
MBI Beeryia yerieeM. /lait MHe BpeMst 1 Bo3aMoskHOCTH! S packporo ee,
oberaro.

— B nporislii pas Thl TOKe TOBOPUJL, 4TO Oyzellb paboTaTh ¢
Heil, — HaxMypuiicst GproHeT. — S TOMHIO TBOIO (hpasy, uto ux cOsiu-
JKEHHE C MysKeM HesKeTaTeIbHo, U 9To ske? OHM Kaxk/1yIo HOYb IPOo-
BOJISIT BMECTE.

— B aTom HeT MOeii BUHBI, — € HEYTOBOJILCTBUEM OTMETHIT Kpa-
ctop. — LIBeT BBITBOPUJI CTPAHHYIO TITYKY, 3a0POCUB STHX JIBOUX B
nycroib. Huvero... Apucrapx caM OTpPaBUJI CBOM OTHOIIEHUS C
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[MTadar. Ceftuac ays MeHs TIaBHas 33/1a4a yBjaeyb Mapuio yueboii,
JIaTh €l BO3BMOKHOCTD TIPOSIBUTH cebst. B Gyayiem cemecTpe y Hac
HAMEYaloTCsl CIOPTHBHBIE COPEBHOBAHUS, U 51 CJIEJIAI0 BCE, YUTOOBI ee
Ty/la BKJIIOYUTH. By/IeT moJie3Ho orpoboBaTh ee CUITy B JIeIe.

— Hentoxas uyest, — o1oO6pUTeIbHO KUBHYJ GptoHeT. — Ecim
JIeBUYOHKA TIPONIET MEPBBII TYP, MBI CMOKEM Ha 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBA-
HUSIX BBIBE3TH €€ 3a TIPeJiesibl UMIIEPUU IPAKOHOB.

— U Tam 51 cMOTy TIPOBECTH PUTYaJl aHHYJIUPOBAHUS Opaka, —
¢ mobexHoN yubiOKol 3akmouna Kpacrop. — Orimusbii miax!
VYBepeH, KOTJia OHA Y3HAET O CBOEM MY3Ke XOTsI ObI TIOJIOBUHY TIPAB-
JIbI, cama OyIeT YMOJISITh OCBOGONTD €€ OT ATHUX V3.

— 3HAuYUT, HEe TIHU U TIPUCTYTIA K TIOATOTOBKE CBOETO TIJIAHA,
XOTb 5 U HE COBCEM MOHMMAIO, Y€TO ThI XOUEIITh I0OUThCST, — TOKAI
medamu OproHet. — [ToJIyKPOBKa BIIOJIHE MOJKET OTBEPTHYTH TEOSI
u TBOU yxaskuBauus., Urto Torma Oyzerns genarb? YObelb ee?

— 3auem? ['oBoOpIO ke, ee CUITa OUEHb TIEHHA, HEJIb3sT TO3BOJIUTH
TaKOl Maruu MpocTo UCUe3HyTh. Ec/n 3aynpsaMuTcs, s Haliy cro-
co6 3ayath ¢ Hell HACJIETHUKOB.

— Jlepsaii, — yJbIOHYJICS OPIOHET.

Kax Tosbko s yimma co ciieHsl, MeHs cpa3y MoIXBaTHII TTO/T PYKY
XYZIOIIABbI MTapeHb U B CONPOBOKICHUN OXPaHbI MOBOJIOK K TPH-
MepHOit. I He oOpaliasia BHUMAHUSI HA BCIO 9Ty CyMaToXy, AyIla
Most 6bla TaM, Ha ciiene. HaBepHOe, 3TO caMoe BOCXUTHUTENHHOE
BBICTYILJICHUE B MOeH skn3Hu! B Te MOMEHTBI, KOT/1a MOI TOJIOC 01Ty -
CKaJICs K cCaMbIM HU3KUM HOTaM, 31 3aAMUPAJ B BOCXUTIEHUH, JTIO/TN
BCJIYIIIMBAJINCH B KQK/BIN 3BYK, BIUTbIBasA ero. Ho cronio moemy
TOJIOCY TIOJHSTHCST BBEPX, MCIOJIb3YsT TOJOBHBIE PE30HATOPHI, KaK
Hapo/ oskuBaJL. S (husmueckn orrynasa ux BocXuienne u 6aaro-
JIAPHOCTD 32 TO, YTO JIAPIO JIIO/ISIM BO3MOKHOCTD HACJIAXKIAThCST CBO-
uM nenueM. Hukorza He cTpajiasia HapIMCCU3MOM U He cYUTaJIa
cebst INBOi1, HO CETOMIHS ST TIeJIa TaK, KAK HUKOT/IA B JKI3HI.

Moe amo1noHaIbHOE COCTOSIHUE, K CYACTBIO, HE 3aTMUJIO paccy-
JIOK, ¥ s TIO-TIPEKHEMY CO3HaBaja, uYTO (haKTUIeCKN HaXOXKYyCh B
IJICHY, @ MO MY>K BCE TaK JKe 3aJI0:KHUK UMIIepaTopa.

— Moutozient! — XynonaBblii HapeHb 3aXJIONHYJ JIBEPb FPUMEp-
HOU TIPSIMO TT0/T HOCOM Y UMTIePAaTOPCKUX HAJICMOTPIINKOB. — S B
Tebe He comueBascst! Tosoc — uyio, MOetb yMOMOMPaYnTeTbHO! —
OH TOe CBETUJICS OT cYacThst. — X0opoio XaHce TeOst HaTacKall, X0-
poto... [Tozapasisio! Jx, mpaB GLIT €r0 BEINYECTBO, KOT/IA TOBO-
puJI, 9TO ¢ TOOOW MBI HTOT KOHKYPC BhIUTpaeM!

— [Touemy? — TOTBKO U CMOTJIa BCTABUTD 51 B €T0 CJIOBECHBIH 110-
TOK.



— Yto moueMy? — He TIOHAJ MapEHb.

— [louemy mmmeparopy Tak BaxkeH 3TOT KOHKypc? B dem ero
cakpajibHas BakKHOCTb, YTO TJIaBa TOCYIAapCTBa TaK medercss 00
aTOM?

— JIpakoHBI HE YMEIOT 11eTh, — 3aKaTHJI IJla3a MapeHb, CJIOBHO
00DBICHA MHE [POCTEHIINe B, KOTOPble 3HAET KasKAbIil. —
A 3T0 — BOKasIBbHBIN KOHKYPC. [lonnMaents? Yske HECKOJIBKO CTO-
JIETUH JIPAKOHBI TPUCHLIAIOT JYYIIUX CBOUX TIE€BIIOB, HO TIPOUTPHI-
BAfOT B 3TOM JlasKe JITO/SIM. T bl XOTb TIPe/ICTaBJIsIellb, KAKOBO /[PaKoO-
Hy 4yBCTBOBaTH ceOst Xyske yenmoBeka? Hu pasy Hamemy Haposy He
YIABaJIOCh MOOEAUTH B 9TOM IJIYIIOM COPEBHOBAHUH, BCET/IA TPHU30-
BbIE MECTa 3aI0TyYa/Iu ieMoHbI. HeKoTopbie paBuTe i ObLIN PaB-
HOZYIITHBI K 9TOMY (DaKkTy, HEKOTOPBIX 9TO 3a/eBaJjlo, HO BOT HBbI-
HEITHUI TTPABUTEJb OACPKIM MPECTHUKeM cTpaHbl. OH XBaTaeTcs
3a JIIOOYI0 BO3MOKHOCTBH TIPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATH PEBOCXOACTBO
IpakoHOB. Tak uTo, KOT/Ia €ro BeJIMYecTBO y3HAJ, 4TO Y HAC PO/H-
JIach JIeBOYKA-TIOYKPOBKA C OUY€Hb XOPOIIMMHI BOKAJbHBIMU JIaH-
HBIMH, CPa3y JkKe MPUKa3al TOTOBUTE TeOsT K BOKATbHOMY KOHKYPCY,
YyeM Mbl U 3aHsnch. [ToiiMu, 11 Hero aTo oueHb BaskHO. Briepsbie
HaIll HapoJl MOKET yTepeTh HOC /IeMOHAM, MTOKa3aB UM, 4TO JaKe B
MEeHUK MBI He oTcTaeM. Thl Gosrbiiiast ymuutal — OH ciesias mar ko
MHE U MOTTBITAJICSI OGHSITH, HO ST OTIIPBITHYJIA OT 3TOTO CyMaCIIe/IIIIe-
ro, Kak ommaperHas. [lapers HUUYTh He CMYTHJICS W Jake Tojie-
JIMJICS CBOMMU MbICsIMU: — JlyMalo, 4To 1ocjie KOHKYpca ero BeJiu-
YeCcTBO OCBITLIET Tebst Harpagamu. MoJKelb HauaTh JTyMaTh, Ky/a
[IOTPATUTH JICHEKKH.

— Jlydiiie ycTh OTITYCTUT MOETO MYKa, — GYPKHYJIa 51, ¥ XYI0-
MBI BUHOBATO OMYCTHUJI I1a3a. — UTo pasbiiie genars? — Tpe6o-
BaTeJbHO cripocuiia 1. — YTo elre oT MeHs XodeT KopoHa? f crena
KaK MOTJIa, TaK OTIYCTUTE MeHsT 06paTHO!

— [locroii, He KUNATHCH, — YCTAJIO B3/IOXHYJI TapeHb. — Yepes
JIBa 4aca 0OBSABIT Pe3yabTaThl KOHKypca. Eciu Tol mobeansa, To
HMIIEPATOP YCTPOUT TOPKECTBEHHBIH YKIH, TBOE IPUCYTCTBHE OY-
JIeT 00513aTeNIbHO.

— Tt capimmib, 4To st Tehe TOBOPI0? — PSIBKHYJIA ST M HAauasa
HAJIBUTATBLCS HA TTApHSA. — Sl He XOUy 0CTaBaThCs HA HA KaKOH y>KuH!
51 xouy BepHyThCs 00paTHO B akagemuio! Bmecre ¢ Apucom!

— Heunb3sa! — ¢ ncrepnyubIMi HOTKaMU BOCKJIMKHYJI Xy/1011[a-
Boiid. — [Toka ero BeJIMyecTBO He OTAACT MPUKa3, OXpaHa Tebs He
soinycrut! ITpuznercs xxaaThb.

A paznpakeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA U PyXHYJIa HA IMBAHUUK. TsoKesrpie
100KH y/KACHO MEIIAJIH, CKOBBIBask MEHs CJIOBHO KaHZaJbL. S mpu-
CJTYTITAJIACH K CBOUM OIILYTIEHUSIM B paifloHe OpauHON TaTyHUPOBKH.
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«Apuc!» — MBICJIEHHO TI03BaJIa, HO OTBETOM MHE ObIJIa THUIITHA.
B nyme MezisieHHO, HO BepHO 3apOskaasics cTpax 3a Apnca. 13 rpu-
MepKu yske yopasu apredakt, KOTOPbIi TPaHCIUPOBAI TTPOUCX OIS -
mee B pesuzeHIIny nuMmiepartopa. Ilouemy HepHbIil apakoH ncues
WMEHHO TI0CJIe MOeTo BhIcTyTeHus? Yro ¢ HuMm caenanu? Huvero
He ToHuMario! f Besb c/iestana Bee, 4To MeHs MTPOCUITH: CITeJia TaK XO-
pOIIIo, Kak MoTJ1a. YTo erie UM OT MeHS HY>KHO?

TTosrropa waca mpoJsieTesin 04eHb ObICTPO. S HepBHUYAIA, XO/TH-
Jla 110 KOMHaTe, MHOT/la IIPUCTaBaja K Xy/0lIaBOMY C BOIIPOCAMHY,
HO OH HUYETO0 He 3HaJ. 3a Bce 3TO BpeM4 s JIaske UMEHH ero He CITPO-
CHJIa, J1a OHO MHE ObLIO U HeMHTEPECHO. ITOHATHO, UTO STOT TTAPEHb
MPHUCTABJIECH KO MHE CTOPOKEM, HO 0OIATHCS ¢ HUM He ObLIO HIKa-
KOTO0 skesanust. MeHs BosiHOBaJs Tosibko Apuc. Pa3 3a pa3om 4 mibiTa-
JIaCh CBS3ATHCS ¢ HUM, HO BCE TIIETHO. YepHBII IPAKOH MTPOIIaJ CO
BCEX PaJIapoB.

HeosxumanHo 3a iBepbio mocbiimascs mrym. CHauaa s He o6pa-
THJIa HA HETO BHUMAaHUs, HO KOT/ZIa MO CTOPOJK 3aIIeBEJINJICS 1 Ha-
YaJl CoO CTPaXOM KOCUTBCS Ha /IBEPb, HACTOPOKUIACh. 3BYKH YapOB
JIOHOCHUJIMCD TIPUTJIYIIEHHO, CJIOBHO TPUMEPHAsA 1 BECh OCTAJIBHOM
MUD OB pasjiesieHbl 3BYKOHEIPOHUIIaeMbIM GapbepoM. [yxoii
yzaap. Ente onun. Mbl ¢ XyZ0111aBbIM B CTpaxe 3aMepJin, He IIoHUMas,
YTO MPOUCXOIUT U KTO TaM IIyMUT. Boobiie GbIJI0 OUY€Hb MTOXOKE,
YTO UJIET JIPAKa.

UYepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT IJTyXUe€ Y/Iaphl B JIBEPb MPEKPATUIIHC.
A Bes cxxasmach ¥ TPUTOTOBUIIACH 3AIUIIATLCS, KOT/IA IBEPD BAPYT
OTBOPHUJIACH W B TPUMEPHYIO Boires... Apuc. Ero smio Bcnorerno,
YyepHbIe BOJIOCHI CJUILIMCH, OH TSKEJIO Abliadt. 3a cinHoi YepHoro
JIPAaKOHA BAJISATIUCH YETBEPO TEX CAMbIX OXPAHHUKOB, KOTOPbIC CO-
MIPOBOXK/IATTH MEHS TT0 KOPUIOPY.

— Apmuc! — ¢ pagoCTHBIM KPUKOM s1 OPOCHJIACh €My Ha et U
OKa3aJlachb NOJXBayeHa KPEITKUMU pyKaMu My:ka. OH IpuKa MeHs
K cebe Tak CHIIbHO, 4TO 3aXpycTesiv pebpa. — 3a/IyIIuIib, — IPOCH-
TeJia s eMy Ha YXO 1, He YIePKaBIINCh, OIeT0BaJIa [PAKOHA ITPSIMO
B YIITHYIO PAKOBUHY.

— IIpoctu, — npomenTan Apuc u ociabun xBaTky. — IIpocto
X0uy yOeUThCS, UTO Temephb Th co MHOM. Ham mopa yxoaurs!

C 5TUMU CTOBaMU JIPAKOH PA3BEPHYJICS, IEPECTYITUI YepPe3 Mo-
BEpyKeHHBIX COIIEPHUKOB U IIoHeC MeHd 110 kopugopaM. Ilepex tem
KaK MbI TIOBEPHYJIU 32 yTOJI, st OPOCHIIA B3TJIsi/l HA TI00JI€IHEBIIIETO
XYZIOIABOTO, BXKABIIETOCs B cTeHy oT cTpaxa. OH CMOTpeJ Ha Hac
KaK Ha MOHCTPOB, KOTOPbIE TOTOBBI €TI0 3arPbI3Th.

— Apuc, kaxercst, y Hac OyyT mpoOJieMbl, — TIeNmHyJIa si, 4yBCT-
BYSI, YTO TAKOI MOTPOM HE OCTAHETCS HE3aMEUEHHBIM.

9



— Onu B 060M citydae OyayT, — MpayHO YCMEXHYJICS JIpa-
KOH, — HO Haieli BuHbI B aToM Het. [Toxuienne [llacdat Yeproro
JIpaKOHa — MPeCTYIICHNUE, U ceityac st cieayio Oykse 3akoHa. Haii-
Ti TeOs U BepHYTh B GE30IIaCHOE MECTO — MO TIepBOCTEIIeHHAsT 3a-
Java.

— Apuc, TBI HaNaJI Ha JIOJIell IMITEPATOPA...

— /la, 9T0 ero IMYHas rBApAUsI, — JIETKOMBICJIEHHO OTBETHUJI [Pa-
koH. — IlycTh cracubo CKakeT, 4To He YOWJI UX. 3a MOXHUIIEHNe
[Tacar st Meio MPpaBo CHATH TOJIOBY C II7Ied BCEM TPUYACTHBIM.

OX, He 3HAI0 HACYET TOJIOB, HO BOT OTPYOUTH PyKH 0CO60 Mep3-
KOMY rBapjieiiity st 6b He OTKasaach. TeM Bpemerem Apric Gecripe-
MISATCTBEHHO TIPOHEC MEHS 4epe3 TeMHbIe KOPUIOPBI U BbITIET Ha
yauiry. B ero pykax BriepBbie 3a TocJieiiee BpeMs s I04yBCTBOBAA
cebst 3armuienHoit. Temepb HUKTO He CMOJKET 00paIaThest CO MHON
Kak ¢ Ge3yIIHON urpymkoit. S mokperde oOHsita Apuca 1 pu-
JIbHYJIa K HeMY, 00XBATUB PYKaMU KPEIKYIO €0 W MPIKABIITICH
meKoii K meke. Kaxercst, 1pakoH yIbiGHyIICS.

OH mraraj Ipoyb OT BEJMYECTBEHHOTO aMPUTeaTpa B CTOPOHY
GOJIBIIUX BOPOT. 3[IaHUE, B KOTOPOM sl HAXOMJIACH BCE HTO BPEMH,
OBbLIO TIOMCTUHE TPAHMO3HBIM U Y€M-TO OTJAJICHHO HATOMIHAIIO
semuoit Kosmseit. OTTyna 10HOCHIACh MYy3bIKa 1 ObLIO CJIBIIIHO T1e-
uue. Buzno, 10 cux mop He Bce y9acTHUKY BoICTYy M. Heoxuman-
HO 51 yCJIBITIAIA HU3KUI TPOTSKHBIN 3BYK T1e-TO B Hebe. Apuc mpo-
IIIEJT TOJIOBMHY ITYTH K BBIXO/LY, KOT/IA IOPOTY €MY TIPETPaIIIn TPOe
CITyCTUBINUXCS ¢ HebOa APaKoHOB. Jlaske TIPU TYCKJIOM OCBEICHUN
UX YeIlysi CBEPKAJIa 30JI0TBIM CUSHIEM.

— Maina, 1epK1ICh KPEIKo U Hudero He Goiicsa! — Opocu Mue
Apuc, 1 B CITeYIONIYIO CEKYH/IY BCE BOKPYT 3aBOJIOKJIO YePHOII T1e-
JICHOI. 51 He MOHSJIA, 4TO MPOUCXO/HT, TIPOCTO OOHAPYIKUIA ceOst
CUJISIIIell Ha CITIHE OPOMHOTO YePHOTO [paKkoHa. S yzauno okasa-
JIAaCh MEXKY OCTPBIMU OTPOCTKAMU, KOTOPBIE OMHUM CBOVM BUIOM
BHYIIAJIN CTPaxX, HO TeM HE MeHee HAJe)KHO (DUKCUPOBAIN MEHS
CJIOBHO B CeJlJIe.

Apuc BosBbImancs Haz TpeMs 3010ThiMu. Korga on ObLI B 4eso-
BEUECKOM OOJIMUbE, UMIIEPATOPCKIE APAKOHBI Ka3aJIuCh THTaHTa-
MU, HO ceifuac, ¢ BBICOTHI pocTa YepHOTo IpakoHa, OHU BbITJIS/IE/N
KaK JIeTeHBIIIH-IOPOCTKU. APUC 33/IpaJl TOJIOBY KBEPXY U B3PEBEJL.
OT 3TOr0 HHW3KOTO, 'POMKOTO ¥ MPOTSI’KHOTO PEBA, Ka3aJoCh,
B3JPOTHYJ Bech ampurearp. Mysbika pesko 060pBaiach. 30J10Tbie
JIPAKOHbBI IPUTHYJIU TOJIOBBI K 3€MJI€ U HAYAJIH OTCTYTIATh HA3a/l, HO
KaK-TO HEOXOTHO, OY/TO THITATUCH COMPOTHBJIATHCSA CBOUM HH-
CTUHKTaM, JIa HUKAK He TI0Jy4aIoch.
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Bapyr ToT 1pakoH, 4TO CTOSI B IEHTPE, Pe3KO BCKUHYJ MOPILY 1
13/1aJ1 BBICOKUI BCKPUK, HanpaBuB ero Ha Apuca. Co CTOPOHBI 9TO
BBITJISIZIENIO KaK OY€eHb TUIYTIBIN M HeZlaTbHOBUIHBIN TOCTYTIOK. Pac-
nyara He 3acTaBuiia cebs J0aTo JKaaTh. UepHBIH IpakoH caean
riy6okuii Box. Cuisl y HEro Ha CIIMHE, $T Oy THJIA MO coO0M 3a-
pOKaIoNIeecs TEIJIO U CUJTY, 4YTO BOT-BOT BBIPBETCS HapysxKy. Ue-
pe3 cexkyHmy Aprc M3PBITHYJ MOIIHBIN MOTOK Y€PHOTO TJIAMEHH,
HAIPaBUB €ro MPsSIMO HA CBOMX BParoB. [IpuxBOCTHU nMIiepaTopa
IIPOTSI>KHO B3BBLIM U OTCTYIIMJIN HA HECKOJILKO IIAroB.

Apuc yJry4ns MOMEHT, B3MaxXHyJI KPbLJIbSIMU U B3MbLI B BO3/IYX.
S1 oK perue cXBaTHJIACK 32 OIUH U3 3yOIIOB HA €TO CIIMHE, YUTOOBI He
COCKOJIb3HYTb OT HaXJIBIHYBIIETO Ha MEeH4 II0TOKa Bo3/lyXa. /I[pakon
repeJieTest yepes orpajly 1 Hauajl CTPEMHUTEbHO HaOUpaTh BBICOTY.
ITon mamu okasasicd Jiec, Biajieke BUIHENNCH TOPHI, a C 3alaHON
CTOPOHBI MUTAJIM OTHU IOPOZia. 3a CIIMHON KaKoe-TO BpeMsl pas/ia-
BaJINCh IPAKOHBU BCKPUKH, JITOJIU UYTO-TO KPUYAJIN, HO BCKOPE 1 3TN
3BYKHU MCUE3JIN.

Mpr sieresn okoJI0 Tosrydaca. S1 o6xBatuia pykamu 3yOerr u
npuxagach K Hemy. [locteneHHo BHYTpH MeHsI HapacTaja TpeBora
u cTpax 3a Apuca u Haie Gyayiiee. Moii My:k Haraj Ha JI0A€ei uM-
eparopa, aTo HeJIb3sl POCTO TaK MPOCTUTh, [10g06HbIE HeHCTBHS
MOr'YyT ObITh pacileHeHbI KaK JUYHOe OCKopOJIeHue, a Bpaxk/ia ¢ rJia-
BOH rocy/ilapcTBa eiie HUKOMY He TIPUHECIA TOb3bI. XOTb 1 1 60s1-
Jlack, HO ObLTa Oe3yMHO OJraroapHa ApHUcCy 3a TO, YTO OH BBIPBAJI
MeHsI U3 3arpedyInX caMo/IeP;KaBHBIX JIAlL.

YBu/IeB HAa TOPU30HTE 3aMOK Apuca, 4 laxe He yauBuiach. [iy-
1o GBLJIO JyMaTh, YTO OH BEPHET MEHSI B aKaJeMUIO, 13 KOTOPOIi
MeHS HeJIaBHO TOXUTHIN. J[pakoH Mpu3eMyIniics BO BHYTPEHHEM
JIBOPE U IIOBEPHYJ KO MHE CBOIO O'POMHYIO rosioBy. Tak... A Beb
€J1e3aTh € J[paKOHa B TAKOM TSKEJIOM TIJIaThe YMCTON BOJBI CaMO-
y6uiictBo! TyT METPOB IECATH /10 3EMJITH, 51 K€ PACITHOYCh B JIETICII-
Ky! Bapyr pasmasics XJIOMOK, U TYT jKe BCe BOKPYT 3aBOJIOKJIO Yep-
HOW JbIMKOW. /JI[pakoH MO0 MHOI MOIPOCTY MCYe3, U S MoJieTesa
BHU3. He ycriesia OTKPBITh POT, YTOOBI 3aKPHYATh, KAK YITa/ia MPSIMO
B pyku Apuca. Tenepb mnepe/io MHOI CTOSJ KPACUBBIN MY’KUNHA,
JIETKO JIEP’KaBIINI MEHs BMECTe C MOMM TsKeJIbIM I1aTbeM. JInio
€r0 BBIPAKaJIo0 CUJIbHOE HaNIpsiKeHue 1 3710¢Th. He roBopst HU cJlo-
Ba, OH 3alllaraj K BOPOTaM 3aMKa.

K Apucy mogbexainu Kakue-T0 MYKYMHBI, HO MEHsI OHU OYITO
He 3amedasn. Bee ObLM 0/1EThI B UePHYIO (DOPMY, B KasKIOM M3 HITX
YyBCTBOBAJIACh BOCHHAS BBINTPaBKA. APUCTApX TO-TIPEKHEMY Hec
MeHs, ciylias JoHeceHus U OT/laBast Paclopsi>KeHusl.
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— K nam yske nBuzKeTCS IIaBHBIN COBETHUK UMIIEPATOPA, — J10-
KJTQJIbIBAJI HE3HAKOMBIN MY>KUMHA, UTO Taraj Mo mMpaByio PyKy OT
Apuca. — Tlosaraio, eMy HYKHbI OGbSICHEHUS.

— D10 MHe HyKHbI 00bsicHeHus! — poikHya Apuc. — Kak onu
nocMesu Tpy6o MOXUTHTH MO0 JKEHY U 3allePeTh MEHsI B Pe3U/IeH-
uun?!

— Yo nnpukaskere? — ¢ FOTOBHOCTBIO CIIPOCHUJI MY>KUMHA.

— K npuesny nmmeparopa Bce MOM COBETHUKHU JIOJKHBI OBITH
roroBol. IlpuBeaure B GOEBYI0 TOTOBHOCTH MOW JIMYHBINH OTPSIL.
Ecmi uMIiepaTtop WM ero COmpoBOKIAOIINE MOMPOOYIOT T0CTa-
BUTb MEHS B €70 JIBOPEIL UM KaKUM-JT160 06pazoM OyyT BEIMaHW-
BaTh OTCIO/A, TPUMEHSUTE CUITY.

— ITpukas nousii. Ham posoxkuiiu, 4to B aMmgurearpe npepBaH
BOKQJIBbHBIHM KOHKYPC, UMIIEpATOP BMECTE CO CBUTOM IIOKMHYJI CBOIO
JIOKY H, cKopee Bcero, cam amcureatp. [IpencraBuresns Haiero
KJIaHa OTMETHLI, 4TO OH OBLT B GEIIEHCTBE, KOT/IA MY JOJOKIIN O
CTBIYKE Y TJIAaBHBIX BOPOT.

— 51 Toxe 6oL B GerencTe. — Ha siiie Aprica TOsIBUIICS XHIIT-
HBII OcKaJl, OyTO OH cOOpAJICst KOTo-TO YKycuTh. — HaunHaiite co-
GpaHue, IpurIacuTe Beex crapeiimu! [[ereraruio nMmnepartopa 6y-
JIeM BCTpeyaTh Kak paBHbIe. To, 4To OH c/iesial, 3To HapylleHue Bcex
MBICJUMBIX U HeMbICIMMbIX 3akoHOB. [Toxurtuth [adar riasol
kinanal 3aneperb YepHoro apakoHa B cBoeM gome! Takoe ockopO-
JieHue s TepreTh He HamepeH! — ApucTapx BBITJISIENT TaKUM pas-
PHEBAHHBIM, YTO MHE CTAJIO He 110 cebe. B TakoM COCTOSTHIY OH MOT
HaTBOPUTBH IJIYTIOCTEN 1 HATOBOPUTD JIMIITHETO. {1 e1iie He 0YeHb XO-
pOIIIO PazbUparoch B MOJIUTHKE ITOTO MUPA, TIOITOMY He 3HAI0, 4eM
ypeBathl 10100HbIe KOH(GIUKTHL KakoBbl cuibl ummepatopa? dto
OH MOJKET c/ieiaTh Apucy u ero kjaany? Hackoibko s momHIO U3
YPOKOB UCTOPUH, B OAOOHBIX CUTYAIUAX, KOT/[A OJ[MH U3 BACCAIOB
OYHTOBAJI M HE JKeJIaJl MOAYNHSATHCS BEDXOBHOMY MTPABUTENIO, €TI0
[IOTIPOCTY Ka3HUJIM B Ha3UAHUE IPYTUM.

— Bce ucnosHuM, — KUBHYJ My’KYMHA U CBEPHYJI B OJIMsKaii-
I KOpuAop. ApucTapx BHEC MEHS B JKHMJIOE KPBLTIO M HOTOH pac-
MaXHYJI IBEPH COOCTBEHHBIX TTOKOEB. 3/IECh BCE OCTAIOCH Oe3 h3Me-
HEeHUIL: Bce TOT jKe IIOMIIe3HbIH CTUJIb, BCE Ta e TsKeJIoBecHas Me-
6emb. JIpakoH TOTOKIIT MEHS Ha CBOIO KPOBATb.

— Kak b1 cebst 4yBCTBYEIb? — HAXMYPUBIINCH, CIIPOCUJI OH, —
CMOsKelIb pacckasaTh BCe, 4TO ¢ TOGOM CIYIUIOCH TIOCTIE TOTO, KaK
S yien?

— XopoIIo, TOJIBKO /lali MHEe HOPMaJIbHOE TIJIaThe. ITO HEeBO3-
MO>KHO HOCUTD, — B3MOJIMJIACD 1, YYBCTBYS, YTO MO MBIIIIIbI HOIOT
MO/ TSIKECTHIO TSKEJOTO KPUHOJIUHA U MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX 1000K.
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Apuc 0JTHUM CHJIBHBIM JIBUKEHUEM PA30PBaJl Ha MHE IITHYPOBKY M
MOMOT CTaIlUTh ¢ cebst HeHaBUCTHYIO TpsAnKy. OH mogaa MHe Jier-
KUl XaJaT, 4To Hatescs B mkady. Vlurepecto, 4To xajat mpuiies-
Cs1 MHE TOYHO BIIOPY, OY/ITO CHIAT CHEIUATBHO 1T0 MOMM MEPKaM.

— Unu cional — YepHblii ApakoH IpHCes Ha KPOBATD, B35LJT MEHS
3a pyKy ¥ puBJek K cebe. OH ycajni MEeHst Ha KOJIEHU, TIPHOOHSLI
3a TAJINIO U 3aTJISTHYJT B T71a3a. V13 B3TJIsia ncyesia arpeccus, Ho Ha-
npsizKeHue octanock. — Pacckaxu Mue Bee. He yrausait nuuero.

1 Hauasra nepeckasbiBaTh COOBITHSI MUHYBIIIETO Beuepa. Havasa
€ TOTO, YTO JI0O MOMEHTA TIOSBJICHIUS B KOMHATE TPEX TOXUTUTEEH
HUYEr0 CBEPXbBECTECTBEHHOrO He mnpoucxoauio. [Tosegana 06 nx
BHE3AITHOM TOSIBJICHUH, CTAPASICh U3JIaraTh TOJIBKO TOJbIE (haKTHI,
HO Apuc Bce BpeMs 33/1aBaJl yTOUHAIOIHE BOIIPOCHL.

— Onwu He OBITM YBEPEHBI B TOM, KTO T, 3HAJIN JIUTITH MO CTOBEC-
HBIH opTpeT. Korna ofun n3 HUX 3asgBUJI, 4TO 4 — 3TO 1, OHU JIBU-
HYJIVCh Ha MEHSI.

— TbI CHIIBHO HCITyTaACh? — OTPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHI ApHC, OGHH-
Masi MEHs UyTh CUJIbHEE.

— Koneuno, — HeXOT$ npu3HaIACh 5, TOTYNUB B3I — [pen-
CTaBb, UTO Ha TeOsI HAIBUTAIOTCS TPH 3[0POBBIX MYKHUKa C HEITOHSIT-
HBIMU 1eJsME. 51 BcKouma, XoTesa ybeskarh, HO MEHsI CXBATUIIN...

— Kak umenno? — npunrypuics npakon. — Kro uz uux? [loka-
KM, KaK OH 3TO CIeJIal.

S1 Berasia u, oo c3aa1, 0OXBaThIa Aprca 3a TaJIUIo OJHON
PYKOIA.

— OH 1noaHAN MeHS BBEPX, HO 3TOrO, 5 Ha/leloCh, Thl He 3acTa-
BUIIb MEHST JIEJIaTh? — PACTEPSHHO YJBIOHYJIACH MYKY, BEPHYB-
HIKCh K HEMY Ha KOJICHHU.

— Her, — ca6o yabi6nyiacs Apuc. — Yro 6b110 gasiblie?

51 pacckasana, kKak MHe YaJl10Ch TOJKHYTb OJJHOTO U3 IIOXUTUTE-
Jieit, a OH pasbuJI moapeHHy o posy. Kora st yoMsiHyJ1a 0 TOM, 4TO
MeHs GPOCHITH Ha KPOBATH M HABAJMJINCH CBEPXY, JIUTIO Aprica oKa-
MEHEJIO.

— IIpomomxaii, — MOMPOCUIT OH, KOT/Ia 4 3amoJrdaia. JlaabHeii-
1ree TOBECTBOBAHME OH CJIYTIAJ OY€Hb HATIPSI)KEHHO, Ka3aJI0Ch, JIpa-
KOH e/[Ba CJIepsKMBaeTcst, YTOObI He PasHECTH BCIO MeOeJib B IToMe-
mennn. S B o6mumx (pasax onmcana, Kak MHE YTPOKaIHU, KaK CBsI-
3aHHYIO HECJH TI0 KOPUAOpaM 1 6e3 TPy/JAa BBIHECU 3a TPEIEIIbI
akajeMun. — VIHTEpeCcHO, KaK OHU TaK JIETKO BBIOpainch? Y HUX
SIBHO OBLIN COOOIIHUKY B CTEHAX akajeMuu. Uto 6b110 11oToM?

51 3ammyJsiach M He 3HaJIa, KaK paccKasaTh O TeX MEP30CTSIX, UTO
JlesTaiy 3T cBoJioun. TouHee, caMast CBOJIOUMCTAast CBOJIOYD U3 BCei
TPOUIIBL. APUC 3aMETUJT 9TO W HAKJIOHUJIICS OJIMIKE.
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— Marria, He yrauBaii HU4ero, — MICMTHYJI OH, 11eJIys] MEHS B BU-
cok. — Pacckaskn Bee kak 6b110. Tebst oouaenn? OHIL... 4TO-TO cjie-
Janu?

S cuparana mmio y Hero Ha 1ede. Tak jerde [yMaTth U TOBO-
puth. A eme Tak He BujHO cie3. CiioBa laBajiich MHE C TPYIOM,
s CJIOBHO BBITAJTKMBAJIA X U3 ropJsia. KpacHest u cropasi OT cThiia 1
pasbelaloNiero OMep3eHus, s paccKkasaja 0 TOM, TJe UMEHHO MeHS
TPOTAJ OJTNH U3 TOXUTHUTEJel. Aprc He nBurascs. OH Bech IpeBpa-
THJICS B KaMEHHYIO CTaTylO, HACTOJbKO CHJILHO 3aTBEPIEsN €ro
MBITIIBL. [[bIXaHne BRIPBIBATIOCH U3 TPYIN PE3KUMU ClIa3MaMt, Kak
y ObIKa TIepe/l PEIaoninM OPOCKOM Ha KPACHYIO TPSITIKY.

— 5 y6pi0 nx. Beex, — XpUTIIBIM, OYATO HE CBOUM TOIOCOM TTPO-
U3HEC OH, CKaB KyJaKH TaK, 4TO MOGENETH KOCTSIIKY TTAJIbIIEB.

sl ynepaiach 160M B €ro miedo u pomosrdana. Heoskumanuo st
cebst TIOHsITa, YTO He UMEI0 HUYEro MPOTUB UX cMepTH. MHe XoTe-
JIOCh, YTOOBI OHU OTBETHUIIN 32 CBOM JICUCTBHSI, 0COGEHHO TOT MepP3a-
Bell, uTo pactyckan pyku. Ocobenno on. Hukorza se cunrana cebs
JKECTOKOH M KPOBOKATHOM, HO ceivac s ¢ CaluCTCKUM YZOBOJILCT-
BHMEM IIPE/ICTaBIIANA, KaK APUC OTPe3aeT eMy KUCTH PYK, SA3bIK U
NPUYUHHBIH oprax. §1 3Hama: MO MysK yObeT aTy CBOJIOYL CaMbIM
JKECTOKUM CITOCOOOM.

— MHe mopa, — B3ZIOXHYJ APHC, HO B €TO TeJie MOo-TPesKHEMY
YYBCTBOBAJIOCH HAMPsIKEHUE, OYATO OH CKaTash CTalbHast TPYKHU-
Ha. — Maiiia, S TOHUMA0, YTO THI BOJIHYEIIBCSI, HO Tebe JIyIile OCTa-
ThCst 371ech. BoT-BoT ipuby et umieparop. S nosskeH cremutb. He
6oiics, Kak TOJIBKO BCE PENTUTCs, 1 TYT ke Hagelty Tebst. — OH 11o-
I[eJIOBAJT MEHST B JIOO 1 MSITKO CCaJIAJI C KOJIEHEH Ha KPOBaTh.

YepHblil paKkoH YIIIesd, OCTaBUB MeHST B CBOEH CITaJibHE COBEP-
HIEHHO OJIHY. I OTKMHYIach Ha3a/l, Majiasd CIIMHON Ha HIEJIKOBOE I10-
KPBIBAJIO. MBIl HBLIH, MOSIBIJIACH KOJIIOIIAsT OOJIb B CITIHE.

— M-M-M... — yerazio npoctonada s1. [Iats jet ata 60J1b B paiio-
HE CeIaIMIIHOTO HepBa Claja U He GECOKOUIa MEHs, a CETOHSI
BHOBbD ITPOSABUJIACH. B TpUHAAIATE JIeT Y MEHS Ha4aJI0 CUJIBHO CTpe-
JIATH B CITUHE, BIIOTD IO TOTO, UTO 5 C TPYZIOM XO/TUJIA, HO TCPAIUs 1
XOPOIIIFE JIEKaPCTBA IIOMOTJIN 9TO BBLIEYUTH. XOTsI, KaK CKa3aJ Jie-
Yaluii Bpay, HOJHOCTBIO U3JIEYUTH 9TOT HELyT HeBO3MOXKHO. V3-3a
CKOJT03a, KOTOPBII MPUCYTCTBYET Y CEMUJICCITH TPOICHTOB BCEX
JIOJIeld, y MeH IIPOU3OILIO 3alieM/ieHe HepBa. MosHO, IpUHU-
Mas 06e3bouBaonIre 1 cobIoAas ONpeeIeHHbIe IPAaBUIa, 100u-
ThCSI JTUTEJIBHOI peMuccri, Ho He Gosiee. Beemy BUHOI uetoBeue-
ckue renbl... Viun gemonnyeckue. Bunno, ata 3arajjouynas paca Ha-
MHOTO OJIFIKE K JIFOJISIM TI0 ITPOUCXOKIEHUTO, 4eM JPAKOHDI ¢ UX (hu-
3UYEeCKOHN MOIIBIO.
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I'JIABA 2

Heoxuganto B aBeph ClajibHu IOCTy4ann. S ObICTPO cea Ha
KpoBaTu 1 3amepJia. KTo Mor siBuThest B Takoe BpeMsi? U 3auem? He
ycresia s Jiaske MUKHYTh, KaK JIBepPb OTBOPUJIACH M B TOKOU BOTILJIA...
Matb Apucrapxa. [Ipu ee nosiBjieHuu B maMsTH BCILIbLIA HE CAMbIE
JIydnivie BOCIIOMUHAHUSA. B mpoInryio BeTpeuy aTa JaMovKa Besa
cebs KpailHe HEeIPUCTONHO, U He MOXO0sKe, YTOObI 3a MPOLIEIIIee
BpeMsI OHA IIEPEMEHIIIA CBOU YOEKICHISL.

— Y10 BaM HYKHO? — C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO CITPOCHIIA 5.

— Eciu Tbl X04elb yBUIETh BCTPeUy CBOET0 MY>Ka M UMIIEpaTo-
pa, TO caeMyti 3a MHOT, — XOJIOHO TIPOU3HecTa IpakoHuiia. — Ecin
e Tebe HeT JIeJ1a 10 MOJUTHYECKOTO IPOTUBOCTOSHIS, TIPUYNHOIT
KOTOPOTO CTaJIa ThI, TO MPOJOJIKAN PA3JIEKIMBATHCS HA TTOCTEJH.

Ona pasBepHyJIach ¥ 3alarajia 1o KOpuaopy, 3BOHKO cTyda Kab-
JIyKaMU 110 KaMEHHOMY TI0JTy. B riepBbie CeKyH/IbI St HEMHOTO pacTe-
pAJIach, HO OGBICTPO B3siia ce0s B PYKU U TIOCIIENIIIa 32 APAKOHMU-
1eit. YyBCTBYIO, YTO B 3TOM JIBOPIIE HUYETO HE OCTAETCS TAHHBIM,
0COGEHHO JIJIST MAaTEPH TJIaBbI KJIAHA.

JKeHIMHA CHOKOWHBIM IIATOM TPOILIA BriyOb KOPHAOpA U
OCTAHOBUJIACH HATIPOTHB IyCTOTO yYacTKa cTeHbL. 1 BcTasa B miare
OT Hee, UyBCTBYs ce0s HEMHOTO HeJIOBKO. MaTh MOEro MysKa IIpo-
nrernTasa cJoBa Ha HE3HAKOMOM SI3BbIKE, U, KaK TOJIbKO OHA YMOJIKJIA,
KYCOK CTEHBI, CJIOBHO JIBepb B IIKa(y-KyIe, oTbexal B cropony. Hy
korneuno! Hu ouH 3aMOK B MarmdeckoM Mupe He obxomaurcs 0es
TaTHBIX XOJOB.

JIpakoHunIa marnyJia B TEeMHBIH KOPUI0P, OCBEIABIINICS JIUITh
TYCKJIBIM IIAPUKOM OTHSI, YTO BHUTAJ IOJ MOTOJKOM. S 3acThlia,
TJISI/IS HA Hee W He penasich moiTu ciaepom. OTKya MHe 3HaTh, 4TO
3TO He OYepeiHast JOBYIIKA? JTa JKEHIMHA HEB3JI0OUIA MEHS C
[IePBOro B3IJIsIa, TaK KaK si MOy ObITh YBEPEHA B TOM, YTO MIPSIMO
ceifuac OHa He 3aMaHUT MEHST B IAJIbHUI YTOJIOK 1 He TIOKHET KaM-
HEM 110 3aThLIKY ?

— $1 moHMMAaro, Yero ThI OMACAENIbesi, — OYATO MPOYUTAB MOU
MBICJIH, TIPOM3HECIA IPAKOHMUIIA, JaxKe He 00ePHYBIIUCH KO MHE, —
Ho g HuKoria B )KU3HM He HaHeCy CKOJIb-HUOY b CEPbE3HOT0 Bpe/a
IMadar cBoero coina. S 0610 cBoero pebernka. Co MHOI Tebe He
IPO3UT OMACHOCTb.

Beputcst ¢ Tpynom, HO, ¢ IPYTOii CTOPOHBI, B €€ CJI0BAX €CTh JIO-
ruka. Bes MeHs ee JTI0OUMBII ChIH OCIa0HET, a JKEeHIIMHBL BPOZE Hee
3TOTO GOSITCST U CTapatoTest He omycTuTh, HaGpaB B rpyiib BO3/1yxa,
s IarHyJia B IPOEM B CTeHe. 3Jech Jake MaxJjo Mo-0coboMy, cMme-
CBIO CBIPOCTH U MBLTH. /[pakoHUTIa yI0OBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJIA U TT0-
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mta Buepe. S nocsenosasa 3a neit. Kopumop tsaysics 10aro, Mbl
IIJTA He MEHBIIIe JIeCATH MUHYT, TIPEXKIe YeM MOsI CBEKPOBb PE3KO
ocraHoBuIack. OrHEHHBIN MIAPUK, JIETEBIINI 32 HAMU BECh ITYTh,
OTIYCTHJICS K ee JUITY. JKeHTInHA TPOTAHYJIa PYKY K CTeHE U BHOBb
9T0-TO 3arienTana. He 3Haio, 4To 910 OBLIO 32 3aKJIMHAHUE, HO Ka-
MeHHast KJiajika OYKBAJIbHO PACTBOPUJIACH B BO3IYXE, OTKPbHIBAsI
HaMm 0OJIbIII0¥ 3a1. B 1IeHTpe HEro cTostsi ApHC CO CBOUMM JIFOIbMU,
a B IATH IIaraxX OT HEr0 MMIEPATOP CO CBOEIl CBUTOI, KOTOPBIii
YCTaBUJICS HA MOETO MY:Ka HeJIOBOJIbHBIM B3TJISIOM. S McITyTamach,
YTO HAC 3aMETSIT, HO CBEKPOBb TUXO IIEITHYJIA:

— He 6Goiicsa. Hac HUKTO He BUAUT U He cJabIUT. [IpocTo Ha-
GutoTail.

— 4 1pebyio oObscHeHUI BalleMy Jep3KOMY HOBeIeHUIo! —
BJIACTHO 3asIBHJI caMojiepskell. Teriepb HUUEro B HeM He HallOMUHa-
JIO TOTO I0OPO/YITHOTO MY KYMHY, UTO HABECTHUJI HAC 32 3ABTPAKOM.

— Her, 510 1 TpeOyio 00bsCHEHUI BaIUM IOJJIBIM IIOCTYII-
KaMm! — ¢ HeMeHBIIel 3JI0cThbIo OTBedan eMy Apuc. OT 3THX CJIOB
UMIIEPaTop HaYal MeJIeHHO Garposerhb. Kasanocs, ele HeMHOTO,
U 3TH JIBOE TIONPOCTY HAYHYT PYKOTIAIIHBIN OOii.

— Kak uHTepecHo, — XUIHO KJIalHyJ1 3y6aMu TjiaBa 30J0ThIX
IpakoHOB. — I Kakwe ke MOJIbIe TIOCTYIKN BBl BMEHsIETe MHe?
JTOJKHO OBLIO CITyYUTHCST HEYTO OYEHD CEPHE3HOE JIJIST TOTO, YTOOBI
BBI OCMEJTHJINCH COPBATH CTOJIb BAYKHOE MEPOTIPUSITHE, Kak Becemup-
HBIIl BOKAJIBHBII KOHKYPC! — e/1Ba ciep>KnUBast CBOI THEB, BOCKJIHK-
HYJI UMIIEPaTopP.

— O 4eM BBI, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO? — HATJIO YyCMeXHYJics Apuc. —
s1 nuyero He cpoiBajt. Beero smimb 3abpast coio Hladart, koTopyto
HACUJIBHO MOXUTHJIU TBapelIpl 30s10T0ro KiIaHa. Keraru, 06 aTom
y Hac Gy/IeT OTAETBHBIN PasrOBOP.

— OueM y Hac GyIeT pa3roBOP, PEIIA0 TOTBKO s1! — KPUKHYJI ca-
MOJIepIKell, SIPOCTHO TIOJIBIXHYB B3TJISIZIOM. — Bbl ocMesnuch 3a-
6path ¢ KOHKypca NOGeUTETHHUILY MTPSIMO TIEPE]L OTJIAIICHIEM Pe-
3yJIbTATOB. BbI HaITa/M HA MOUX JITO/Ieif, KOTOPbIE TIPEISITCTBOBAIN
3TOMY BEPOJIOMCTBY, M HAaHECJU UM 0KOTH. CBOUMHU TOCTYIIKAMU
BBI HAHECJTH MHE JIMYHOE OCKOPOIICHIE U YPOHIIIN Y€CTh UMTIEPUH B
[J1a3ax JIPyrux rocynapcrs!

— Ilo Bamemy npukazy MoIo JKeHy TOXUTHIN 1 onio3opuiu! bo-
Jiee TOTO, 10 BalleMy TIPUKA3Yy ee 3aIlyTUBAJIH, TMAaHTAKUPOBAIU 1
BBOZIMIIM B 3a0ayxaenue! Takoe obpamenue co csoeii [adar s
pacIlieHnBalo He MPOCTO KaK MOKYIIeHIe. JTO HACTOSIIee MOKYTIe-
Hue Ha YepHblil KiiaH!

Takux cJ10B UMIIEPATOP SIBHO HE OKI/IAJ YCIBINIATh. APIIC FOBO-
PUJI C TAKUM HAIIOPOM U YBEPEHHOCTDIO, UTO Y MEHS BHYTPH BCe 3a-
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TPEMEeTaso OT TOPAOCTHU U CJIAJKOTO YYBCTBA, 4TO BOT 9TOT CHJIbHBIIN
My’KUMHa ceityac 3amuinaer Mers. CaMoepKel] CKal KyJaku OT
3JI0CTH, HO 110 HEMY OBLIO BHJIHO, YTO MPSMBIX OOBUHEHUN OH He
oxuaan. HaBepHoe, paccunThiBal Ha paboJienie u KOPPEKTHOCTb,
K KOTOPOI1 TPUBBIK, HO APUC MOTIEN 10 KOHTIA.

— 41 tpebyto oObsicHEHUH, Ballle BeJUUeCTBO! — IpUIieyaras
MOIT My:k. — 3adem Bbl noxutuau Moo [llacdar? Benp g sicHo man
MTOHSTD, UTO HE JKEJIAI0 €€ yIacTus B 3TOM KOHKypce. Vi st mM-
meparopa IpaBo My;ka — 3TO IyCcTOH 3ByK? BblI He yBaskaeTe 3aK0-
HbI COOCTBEHHOI CTpaHbI?

— Curiesirt 32 CBOUM SI3BIKOM! — TIPOIINTIE]T TIPABUTENH U CIEJIAT
mar Brepes, OyATo HaMepeBajicss HabpocuThest Ha Apuca. — Thr
pasroBapuBaenib ¢ umiepatopom! Uto 3a Tor? UTO 3a MEP30CTH?
He BbIHY K1all MEHsI IPUMEHSTH K Tebe cuy, Apucrapx!

— ITO BBl HE BBIHY:K/IAliTEe MEHS TIPUMEHSITH CUJTY, Ballle BEJTH-
4eCTBO. — APHC TOBOPHUJI THXO, HO BCE TPUCYTCTBYIOIINE CJIBITIATIH
KasK/IbIi 3BYK. — Bce Bammm rmpeiku OHUMAaJTH, 4YTO U3 BCeX KJIAHOB,
HACEJIAIONINX HAITy POANHY, KiIaH YepHbIX Hanbogee CHIBHBIN 1
MUIATApU30BaHHBIN. C UepHBIM KITAHOM CTApaJINCh HE CCOPUTHCS
U He UMeTh KoHMIMKTOB. MBI U camu Beerzia Ben cebst TUXO, 3a-
KPBIBas TJ1a3a HA MHOTHE TIOCTYIIKU KOPOHBI. Ellle HUKTO U3 IpaBu-
TeJIel He OCMETUBAJICS TAK HATJIO U IEP3KO OCKOPOJIATH TIaBy KJia-
Ha. I TpebyIo BbIAaTh MHE BCEX, KTO OCMEJIUJICSA TPUKOCHYTHCS K
moeii [ladar u caenas eit 60abHO!

— IJTO NepexoJUT BCe TPAHUIIBI, ApucTapx! — rpOMBIXHYJI UM-
nepaTop.

— IJTO BBHI NEPEINLIN TPAHUILY, KOT/IA TOCIAIN TPEX OTMOPO3KOB
HOXUTHUTH MOIO kery! — Lomoc Apuca IIpo3Bydast Kak B3pbIB GOM-
6b1. Briepsbie st cibiiiasa, 4To6bl oH mak kpudast. OT ero HU3KOro u
IPOMKOTO TOJIOCA 3aBUOPUPOBAJIA CTEHBI, M MHE, KAaK HU CTPAHHO,
crano crpamno. COOCTBEHHO, KaK U BCEM MPHUCYTCTBYIOMIUM. —
C Hell o6paraiuch, Kak ¢ TpPAaKTUPHOU feBKoii! Thl aske He yI0Cy-
SKUJICS TIOCJIaTh 32 Hell 1podeccroHaloB, HAaHAB KaKo-To cOpoj!
Ee uyTh He M3HACUIOBAJIM, TOHUMAEITb Thl 310, cobaka?! U 1moka
MHE He BBIJIAZyT BCEX, KTO MUCIOJHSI 3TOT TPECTYIMHBIN TTPUKa3,
a TBI He TIPUHeCeNTh MHe O(UITNATbHbIE U3BUHEHUS, 5T OTKA3bIBAIOCH
MOUUHSATHCS 30JI0TOMY KJIaHy!

Ot 3T0if peun Bce MPUCYTCTBYIOMINE MCIBITATN MOK. [Ipencra-
BUTEJIN UMIIEPAaTOpa CMOTPEJIN Ha Aprica BO Bce IJ1a3a, He Bepsi CBO-
UM yIIaM, JIa U JIIOJAW MOEro MysKa CTPAaHHO KOCUJIMCH Ha CBOETO
MIPEIBOJIUTEIS.
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— 3a mogo0HbIe CI0Ba B IIPEKHNE BPEMEHA BBIPHIBAIN S3BIK U
YEeTBEPTOBAJIN, — IMPOIIUIIE] UMIEPATOp, JIUIO €ro Mobeseso oT
SIPOCTHU.

— 3a noxuienwue [Madar u 110 ceil geHp 1mo10KeHo youBaTh, —
HATIOMHWJI eMy ApHC.

— ITO HecJbIXaHHO... — [IpaBuTesnb Tepernies Ha MenoT, raasa
€ro colrypusinch. — Kak Thl CMeelb TaKk pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOI?
51 ve Tponys n mazmpiieM TBoto [adar! I'me mokasarenscTsa, UTO 5
OT/IaBaJI TPUKA3 O MOXUIeHnn? MHe 10JI0KUIHN, 9TO OHA COTJIacH-
J1ach 100POBOJILHO!

— ITHU CKa3KM pacckasbiBaii cBoeMy CoBeTY, KOTOPbIH TIPUBBIK
JKMPOBATh U He BO3PasKaTh TBOMM pelleHusiM! — 000pBaJ ero Moii
MY3K. — ThI TPEKPACHO 3HAJI, YTO S TIPOTUB €€ YYACTUSA B 3TOM TIPO-
KJIATOM KOHKypce. CKaselnb, YTO He 3HAJ O TOM, YTO OHA BCe-TakKh
tam Oyaer? He cmerin mens!

— ITO HEeMOBUHOBEHME KOpoHe, Apuctapx! — BCKpuUJas nMmiie-
paTop. — Tbl XOTb MOHMMAEIITh, YTO TBOPHUIITH, UAUOT? TBI JKeTaerb
BOEHHOTO CTOJIKHOBEHUS?

— $1 o4eHb X04y IIOCMOTPETD, KaK Thl OyIellb BOEBATh CO CBOMM
TJIABHOKOMAH/YTONUM, — yCMeXHyJcs Apuc. — ApMust yBaxaer
Mens. OCHOBHOU KOCTSIK BCEX TOIPa3/ieIeHIi HaX0AUTCs 3/1eCh, HA
rpanuiie. Bee BbicIiee pyKOBOICTBO apMUM — TNipeficTaBuTesin Yep-
HOTO KJIaHa, KaK ¥ MOJIOBUHA HU3IIero oduiiepckoro cocrasa. [la n
KTO TeOst MOIEPKUT TIOCJIE CTOJb HU3KOTO MOCTYIIKA?

— Thbi 3a6bIBACIITHCSL. .

— IT0 ThI 320bLICsA! — IPUKPUKHYJI HA HEro ApUc, KaK oTell Ha
HEITyTEBOTO ChIHA, XOTSI UMIIEPATOP BHITJIS/IE] HEMHOTO CTapiie
YepHoro gpakoHa. — Mue Hagoeso caymars 9101 jener! S tpebyio
BBIZIATh MHE BCEX, KTO HETIOCPEICTBEHHO YYaCTBOBAJ B TIOXUIIIEHUH
Moeil skeHbl. FIx Tpoe. Tl niepesalib nX MHe B PyKU JKUBBIMU.

— He cmMmeit cTaBuTh MHE yCJIOBUSA! — TapKHYJ UMIIEPaTOp. —
I ne cobupaioch BbIaBaTh Tebe CBOUX JII0jei!

— Torga s cobepy JIydIIuX BOUHOB M caM MPUIY 3a HUMH! —
C TPO3HBIM BUJIOM 3asiBUJI APUC, U B CBUTE UMIIEPATOPA HAYAJIUCH
HepenienThiBaius. — ITO He Wrpa, Ballle BEJNYeCTBO, U He Oied.
B TBOMX MHTEpecax yperyJupoBaTh 3TOT KOH(MJIUKT U MTOUTU MHE
HAaBCTPEYY, a HHAYe HAM He n30esKaTh CMJIOBOTO BAPHAHTA PEIICHIIST
pasHorJIacuil.

— XopoIo, — HeJ0BOJIBHO Tpoliuiies umieparop. — Jlomyc-
THUM, 5T Hali/ly ¥ BbIZIaM TeOe KOHKPeTHbBIX moxutureseil toeit 1a-
dart. Yto ThI Oy€IIb ¢ HUME J€JIaTh?
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— IJTO MOe JIMYHOE JIeJI0, — PABHOYITHO MOKaJd TIedaMu
Apuic. — Mory oberarh, 4T0 HUKTO U HUKOTIa X GOJIbIe He YBU-
JIAT.

— A 4TO TIOTOM? — TPUIIYPUJI IJ1a3a paBUTesb. — Tbl yMa-
€llTh, ST OCTABJIIO TeOST Ha ATOU JOJIKHOCTH MTOCJIE BCETO, UTO ThI TYT
HaroBopuJ?

— A TBI lyMaJ1, 4TO, HATJIO HOXUTHUB MOIO JKeHY, S OCTaBJIIO BCEX
BUHOBHBIX Oe3HaKa3aHHBIMU? — ITO OBLIO CKa3aHO ¢ OCOOEHHO
XUIHBIMA WHTOHAIUSIMI. HUKTO He MPOM3HOCUII BCIYX, HO KaxK-
JIBIT TIOHUMAJI: UMIIePAaTOp — TJIaBHBIM BUHOBHUK 3TOU CUTYaIlNH,
U OCTaBJIATH €r0 Ge3HAKA3aHHBIM APUC HE HAMEPEH.

— Tor oTBeTHIIH 32 BCe, APUCTapX, — OTPE3aJ caMO/iepsKell, Ha-
IPaJINB MOETO MY5Ka B3TJISIZIOM, TIOTHBIM HEHABUCTH ¥ €/[KOH 3JT00bL.
He cxaszas GoJibliie HU CJI0BA, UMIIEPATOP PA3BEPHYJICSI U BMECTE CO
CBOCI1 CBUTOM rOP/I0 yJIAJIMIICS U3 3aJ1a IEPErOBOPOB.

— Apuc, 970 0YeHb Cepbe3HO, — B3/IOXHYJI MYKUNHA, YTO CTOAI
PSZIOM C MOUM MY’KEM.

Panbiiie g He obpaiiaia Ha HEr0 BHUMAHUS, HO TeTepPb, TPH-
CMOTPEBIIUCH, Y3HAJA B BLICOKOM ¥ cTaTHOM jaipakoHe Kpuca. Ha-
BepHOE, He TIpeynpean MeHst Pacdhuk o Takom moBopote, st bl y/iu-
BUJIACh, HO CeHYac JIMIIb YCTAI0 YIbIOHYIach. Bee-Taku MO Jisiist
0Ka3aJICsA yAUBUTEIBHO TIPOHUTIaTebHBIM KoTOM! KpricTodep 6611
OIET B YEePHBIE OJIEK/IbI, KOTOPBIE MPEKPACHO TOAYEPKUBAIU €TO
MyzkecTBeHHYTO (hurypy. Ceifuac HUKTO ObI 1 He mogyMalt, uto Kpu-
ca MOKHO IIPUHATD 32 CTyIeHTa-TIepBOKypcHUKA. CIMIIKOM COMN/L-
HBII y Hero ObLI BUJI, CJIUIIIKOM B3POCJIBIN 1 CEPbE3HBIN B3TJISIL.

— Ou 6yzer Mctuth. Kopona He mpoctut Takoil aepsoctu. Ox
3ax04eT Tebs1 YHUUTOKUTD.

— Mens He BOJHYET, 4ero OH X04eT, — oTpe3as ApHc, TOBEPHYB
TOJIOBY K CBOEMY ZIPYTY. — 3HAUEHUE UMEET JIUIITh TO, YTO OH MOJKET.
A MPOTHBOTIOCTABUTE YTO-THOO BOCHHON MOTIM OH HE B CHJIaX. 30-
JIOTBIE JIPAKOHBI cirabee Hac, HOJbIIAs YaCTh BOEHHOI CUJIBI COCPe-
noroueHa y Hac. OUeHb TIYIIBIH MTOCTYIIOK CO CTOPOHBI MMITEPATO-
pa... Tak npoBoruposats Menda? Ha mmyctom mMecrte co3maBaTh He-
paspernuMblii KoHGIKT? JIn60o OH uaroT, 1160 MbI He MOHUMAaeM
Yero-To 0YeHb BasKHOTO.

— 4 mocrapaioch pasysHarb, — KuHyJa Kpuc.

— Wnewm, Ham 3/1ech 6otbIne Hevero geiatb. — Marth Apuca B3s-
Jia MEHs 32 PYKY 1 [TOBeJIa K BBIXO/LY. 51 Bce elie HaXOInJIach 1ojL CU-
JIbHBIM BIIEUATJIEHUEM OT YBUIEHHOM CIIEHBI, TOATOMY TIOUTH HE CO-
MIPOTUBJIAJIACH U He 3a/laBajia BOIPOCOB. JKeHInHa BbIBeJa MEHS
13 TAfHOTO XOJIa ¥ OCTAHOBUJIACH Y TMIOKOEB CBOETO chiHa. OHA BbI-
rJIsijiesia O4eHb 3a/[yMUMBOi, st OBI JlaXke CKa3aja, BCTPEBOKEHHOTL.
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Buaumo, To, 4TO OHA TOJBKO YTO BUjeNa, €ii OUeHb He MOHPABU-
Jock. — Ceroznna ApuctapX IpU/ET 1103/IHO, He TPEBOKb €ro JIUIII-
HUH pa3 1 He oTBJeKail. — CBEKPOBH TOBOPHUJIA POBHBIM U CITOKOT -
HBIM TOHOM, (€3 cJie/ia peskHel HaIMEHHOCTH 1 HelipusisHu. — Ha-
neloch Ha TBoe Osaropasymue. — C 3TuMu cI0BaMu MaTh Aprca
OCTaBUJIA MEHST U YIAIIIACH, CTy4Ya KaOIyKaMu.

Mue Huuero He ocTaBajIoch, KpOMe Kak II0BEPHYTb PYUKY JBepu
1 BEPHYTHCS B IIOKOW MY»Ka. XM, UHTEPECHO, a Ky/Ia /IeTach OXpaHa?
He mymaio, uto Apuc ¢cMor Obl YT 1 OCTaBUTh MEHSI 31€Ch COBEP-
meHHo oHy. OcTaeTcs TOJIBKO OJ[HO: MO CBEKPOBb CMOIJIA KaK-TO
n30aBUTBCS OT OXpaHbl. He MpOTIo 1 MUHYTHI TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK st
OKa3aylach B CIIAJbHE, a 32 JIBEPBIO YK€ MOCJBIIIAINCH TIKeJble
maru. K nokosm Apuca, cy/is 110 3ByKaMm, MOJIONIH IBOE MYKUUH 1
OCTaHOBUJTMCH BO3JIE JIBEPHOTO KOCSIKA. S1 OCTOPOKHO MPUIIOKIIA
VX0 K 3aMOYHON CKBa)KITHE.

— Cupllaj, 4To CJAYYMJIOCh? — YCJbIIIAAa s TUXUE HIEnoT
CTPaKHUKA.

— Jla yxe Bce 06 9TOM rOBOPAT, — OTBEYAJ €My TOBapHUIIl. —
Hamr riaBHOKOMaHyOIIMI 1Toccopuiics ¢ umiiepatopom. Te, kTo
JIEeSKYPUIT BO3JIE 3aJ1a TIePETOBOPOB, TOBOPST, UTO OH TaK OPaJI, psi-
MO CTeKJIa TPSICIUCH.

— JlaBHO 110pa, — OYPKHYJI CTPaKHUK I10cJe HeOOIbIION Hay-
3bl. — 30JI0Tble Ha TPOHE 3aCUIEJINCh, @ HAIl KOMAHUP CMOXKET UX
OTTy/1a COPOCHTD.

— Xex, 6610 ObI HEIIOX0, — YCMEXHYJIcst BTopoit. — Ho Tbr
oKa 00 3ToM He GOJITall.

My KYMHBI 3aMOJTYAIH, U S OTOILIA OT iBepu. BuIXoauT, Takoe
nosejieHre Apuca U OTKpOBEeHHast TPYOOCTh B OOIIEHUY C TIPaBs-
LM UMIIEPATOPOM He BbI3BaJsla CTPaxa U Hel0BOJIbCTBA CPE/IU €ro
no/ylanHbIX. B YepHoM Kirane mpaBuTesib 30I0THIX HE TTOJTh3YeTCs
TEeM YBaXKCHUEM, KOTOPOE OKa3bIBAIOT MOEMY MY3KYy. DTOT (hakKT
BHYIIAJ HAJICXK/Ty Ha JTydIliee U aBaj YBEPEHHOCTD B cebe 1 CBOUX
cunax. Korma Hapos mojaepskusaet tebst, 106oe HaunHaHie oope-
YEeHO Ha yCIiex.

s1 6pouiia 110 IOKOM, He Haxois cebe 3aHsaTus. 3ech HUYero
He U3MEHUJIOCH, 32 MAJEHbKUM HCKJIOYeHneM. B ornpesesneHHblii
MOMEHT $ 3aMeTHJIa Ha IIMCbMEHHOM cTojie Apuca TOJICTYIO TeT-
pajb. OHa Gblia PaCKpbITa, PSIOM JIexkKasl IPOCToii kapanail. Ta-
KOe BIleYaT/ieHne, OY/ITO TOT, KTO THCAJ B 3TOM TeTPajiu, PE3KO CO-
pBaJics ¢ MecTa U yOesKas 110 CPOUYHBIM JIeiaM, He yOpaB HUYEero B
cTouL. 51 MeJIeHHO MPUOJINBUIIAach, 3AMHTEPECOBAHHAS TEM, UTO JKe
Apuc mcai.
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Kaxk okazaioch, 910 He TeTpajib, a ab0OM i pucoBanus. He
TaKOH, KaKOH IIOKYIAIOT JIeTSIM JIJI YPOKOB PUCOBAHMS, & HACTOS -
M, KaueCTBEHHbIH, TOJICTBIN 1 U3 0000 Oymaru. 31ech CTPaHMIL
JIBECTH, He MEHbIIIE, KOXKaHbIH TTeperieT, eJaKOBas JeHTa 3aKkial-
ku. Ha oTKpbITO#l cTpanuiie GbLIN JIUITh HEMOHATHBIE HAOPOCKH,
KOTOpbie B Oy/ylieM obemajin ctaTh 3aKOHYEHHBIM PUCYHKOM.
S kosebamach. MeHst He NOKUIAJIO OIYIIEHHE, YTO 51 TIOATJISAIBIBAIO
32 YEM-TO OYEHb JIMYHBIM U UHTHUMHBIM, HO JIFOOOTIBITCTBO B3SO
Bepx. 5 cesia 3a cTos1 Aprca v OTKPbBLIA IIEPBYIO CTPAHUILY aJIbOOMA.

Ha turtysnbHoM siucTe, B IPaBOM HUKHEM YIJLY, CTOSLIA HOJIIUCD:
«Apucrapx, HacaeHUK YepHoro kKiaHas. WM 3mech ke, TOJBKO
Bblle: «/Iuib cubHelnuil JocTont BaacTu». Ha nepBoii ctpanu-
1e HAXO/INJICST OU€Hb KaueCTBEHHBIH prcyHOK Meua. Ocoboe BHIMa-
HUE XyTOKHUK YN PYKOSITH, IPOPUCOBAB MEJIbYaNIITIe IeTAJH.
51 miacTarma amb60M, BHUMATETFHO PACCMATPUBAsT KA IbIIT PUCYHOK.
OH Bce pucoBajl TPOCTHIM KapaH/ANIOM, BOOOIEe He HMCIOJIb3YsT
1BeT. B 0OCHOBHOM Bce CIOXKETBI, TaK WJIN MHAYe, KaCAJIUCh cpakKe-
HUIT 1 BOEHHOTO Jiesia. VICKyCHBIE MU, CJIOKHBIE apOasieThl, IBOE
CPAKAIOMIUXCS MY>KUMH... ApUC PUCOBaJ OYEHb PEATUCTUYHO U
yMeJio, Y Hero sIBHbIN TananT. Kakaas auHus, Kaxaas yepTouka
Oblila YeTKO BBIBEPEHA, UTPAs CBOIO POJIb B 00IIEN KapTHHE.

Ha pasBoporTe 1miecToii 1 ceZlbMOI CTPaHUIIBI OH HAPUCOBAJ Jpa-
koHa. Y auButesbHo! Kaxk/blil KOroTh, Kaxaas 4enryika u 1eTaib
MOP/IbI OBLIN TPOPUCOBAHBI € TOPA3ZUTENbHON YeTKOCThIO. Elite ue-
pe3 HECKOJIBKO CTPAHMUIL PAKOH M3PbITAJ OTOHb, CXKUTAs TPYIILY
mozieit. Yept, 3aueM OH poauJics B ceMbe BOeHHOTO! Apuc — mipu-
poxkAEeHHbIH Xyzo:kHUK! Takoil ypoBeHDb BIAJICHUS KapaHIAlloM
JIOCTYIIEH He KasKJ0MY BBIIYCKHUKY XyArpada.

YeM asblire st INCTATA, TeM CI0KHEe GBI CIOKETHI U TEXHUKA
UX WCIIOJTHEHUS. APHC CTapajics IeperaTh B PUCYHKaX BeTep,
B3PBIBHYIO BOJIHY, OTOHB U 0COGEHHO fBMKeHMe T, QOUeHb MHOTO
CIIeH, n300pakaloIIMX PYKOTAIIHBIN 60i Ha Meyax U Ha KHHJKaJIax.
UyBCTBOBAJIOCH, YTO ITOT aJbOOM 3alOJHSJICS rojamu. Boioch
TIPE/ICTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO JIET TIPOIIIO ¢ MOMEHTa, Kor/ia Apuc BIiep-
Bble HAPUCOBAJ B HEM UTO-TO.

[TocTerneHHo CIOKeThI CTAHOBUJIMCD JKeCTYe, TTOSBUIUCH CIIEHBI
ybuiicta. Bor masau B 4epHOil Macke 0Tpy6aeT rosoBy HEU3BECT-
HOMY MY>KYHMHe B JIOpOTux ozieskax. Ha caemyromieit crpanuiie npa-
KOH COKUTAeT 3a0KMBO CBA3aHHY10 Tpouily. OHM KpUYaT, UX JINIA UC-
KasKeHBI OOJIbIO ¥ CTPAAaHUEM, HO APUC CTapaTeJbHO MPOPUCOBBI-
BaJl K&XK/IYIO JIeTalb 0OTOPEBIei MI0TH WK OTPYOJEHHBIX KOHEY-
HoOCTell. Yxkac...
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A BOT ciojeT, U300pasKeHHbII Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CTPaHUIL, GBI
MHe 710 6011 3HaKOM. J[Be (DUTYPBI, My KCKast U JKEHCKast, CTOSLIH 110
06e CTOPOHBI OT mocTaMeHTa. MysKUnHa IEPKUT JEBYINKY 3a PYKY,
a OHa TIBITAETCS BBIPBATHCS, HA JIUIIE HATTMCAH cTpax u yskac. [lopa-
3UTEJIbHO, KaK TOYHO OH TIepe/iajl MOM SMOITUH B TOT JieHb. K Tomy
ke MOt 06pa3 TosKke MPOPUCOBAH OYEHDb KPOTIOTIUBO U TINATETBHO.
Xpynkasg ¢urypa, 3arsanyTas B KOPCET, KOTOPBII MO{YEPKUBAI
Ipyzb 1 TOHKYO Tasnuio. CBageOHOe TIaThe ¢ eiBa 3aMETHBIM T[Be-
TOYHBIM pUCYHKOM. C pacIyleHHbIX BOJIOC /[0 CAMOTO0 110JIa CILyC-
KaeTcd Toaynpo3paynas (ata, cierka 3aienuBIIich 3a MJe4o Jie-
Bymiku. Kazamock, 3TOT pUCYHOK BOT-BOT OKUBET U BCE TEPOU TTPH-
IyT B JBUsKeHHUE. J[eBylIKa 3aKpUYUT U TTOTPEOYET OTIYCTHUTH €e,
a My>KYMHA OTIACT ITPUKA3 KPeILy, KOTOPBIN OCTAJICS 3a TPAHUTIAMU
JIUCTA.

Cebst Apuc pricoBasl He Tak CKPYIyJe3Ho, Kak MeHs. Opexia
MPOPUCOBAHA AJEKO HE Tak TOAPOOHO, HO Ha JIMIlE 3aCThIa Hajl-
MeHHast yibiOka. Ero Gosibiast 1 Kpenkast pyKa JIETKo yepsKuBaeT
XPYTIKYIO ZIEBYIKY, CKUMasi ee PyKy KPYIHbIME majbiiamu. He
3HAI0, HACKOJBKO OOBEKTHBHO OH TEPE/Iasl HATIH MTPOMOPIIH, HO Ha
pucynke Apuc Kasajcs HACTOSIIMM BEJUKAHOM, HA JIBE TOJOBBI
BBIIIIE MEHS U Pa3a B /iBa KpyIHee. /[eByIITKa IMbITalach BBIPBATHCS,
HO y Hee He OBLIO MIaHCOB. JTa CIleHa MTPOU3BOINIIA THETYIIEe BIie-
yaTyieHue, JaBasg 3pUTENIO MOHATh HEJABYCMBICJICHHYIO BEIlb: He-
CMOTPSI Ha cBajicOHbIe aTPUOYTHI, TPOUCXOUT HACHIIHIE,

A nepesepnyna crpanuity. To, 4To 5 yBUmesa Ha CaeAyONEM
pasBopoTe, 0PA3UI0 U BOSMYTUIIO MeHS. Aprc HapuCcoBaJl HalLy
nepByto 6paunyio Houb. TouHee, TO, Kak OH Buzes ee. Buanmo, moit
MYZK PEIIUIT 3areyaTyieTh TOT MOMEHT, KOTr/a Hailia GJIn30CTh 100~
11712 K KOHILy. Most HapucoBaHHas KOIIHA Jieskasla Ha CMATOH 1ocTe-
JI, TIOBEPHYB TOJIOBY HAOOK U yCTalo PUKPBIB rasza. Ee pyku se-
JKaJIi 110 00EUM CTOPOHAM OT TOJIOBBI, HOTH 4yTh COTHYTHI B KOJIE-
HaX. Apuc cMor 1epeziaTb U3HEMOXKeHMe JIeBYIIKH 1 B TO JKe BPeMs
ee ynoosberBue. Ocoboe BHUMAaHWE OH YETUII TPOPUCOBKE TeEIA.
[MTes, rpyab, Tanust, 6efpa U HHTPUTYIOMIAs JIOKOMHKA BHU3Y JKH-
Bota. OH He CTECHSJICS PUCOBATH MEHST OOHAKEHHOM, TaKOH, KaKas
4 eCcTb. PUCYHOK TIOJIyUNJICS OYEHD 9POTHUYHBIM.

CJiety olyto CTpaHuILy s IePeBOPAYMBAJIA € OMACKOI U Ji1060-
neITcTBOM. Kak okazasoch, He 3psi. OuepeHoil meeBp Aaske spo-
THUKOW Ha3BaTb HeJb3d, 3TO HacTosdmlee mopHo! Exsa g B3rsanya
Ha CBOe U300paskeHue, KaK MKW BCIBIXHYJIN BO3MYIIEHHBIM PY-
msHieM. Jla kak o nocmen?! Apuc n3o6pas3u MOMEHT Hailiei 6Jiu-
30CTH Y MEHsI B ClIaJibHe BO Beex mopobHocTsax! Most HaprcoBaH-
Hasl KOIUS JiesKajia Ha CIIiHe, GeCCOBECTHO PACKMHYB HOTU M OT-
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KPbIBast 3PUTEJIIO cAMOE COKPOBeHHOE. U 1a/1HO ObI eciin GBI Ha STOM
OH OCTaHOBWJICS, HO HeT! DTOT 03ab0UYEHHBIN JIPAKOH TIepeHeC Ha
GyMary MOMEHT Hatlieil Henocpedcmaennoi 6au30cmiL, To eCTh HAIIN
MOJIOBBIE OPTAHDI B 3TOT MOMEHT OBLITN €JIMHBIM 11eJIbiM. V1 Bellb He
nocrecHsiics pucoBaTh Takoe! He cThiziHO emy GbLJIO CHIIETH 1 TITA-
TEJILHO POPUCOBBIBATH KAXK/IBII MIJIJTMIMETP 3TOTO HEMOTPeHCTBA.
Ho BBIIITO O4€Hb KPAaCWBO M HATYPAIBHO, 3TO HA/IO TPU3HATD.

ITpusHAThCS, HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 5T 00POJIACh ¢ HACTOMYUBBIM JKe-
JIAaHWEM BBIPBATh 3Ty CTPAHUILY UJIU ITPOJIUTH HA Hee uepHuIa. MeHs
He TIOKU/IATIO OIIYIIIEHIE, YTO B MOMEHT CEKCa MeHs TallHO CHUMAJIH,
a TI0TOM pacrtiedaTaynu (hoTo JJIst TUIHOTO TTOTb30BaHUS. X 0TS, €CIIN
MOYMAaTh... B 3TOM MUpe HaBepHsIKA HET HUKAKMX 3aKOHHBIX U300-
pakeHMiT GJIM30CTH MYKUMHBI U SKEHIIUHBL, BOT 1 CIIPABJISIOTCST KAK
MOTYT — PUCYIOT Bee 1o mamsiti. Hano Gyer 00s13aTeIbHO TIOTOBO-
puth ¢ ApucoM 06 9THX pUCYHKaX. A ecau Obl UX HallIa He s,
a KTO-TO U3 caIyT? Vm BoBce KTO-TO U3 €To Apy3eti?..

TpsaxHyB rosioBoi, 5 epeBepHyJIa CTPAHUILY C TOPHOPUCYHKOM.
A BOT caenyroree M306paskeHNE SIPKO BBIIESIOCH CPEIN BCEX
OCTAJIbHBIX PUCYHKOB aJIb00MA, Beflb OHO ObLJIO IIBETHBIM. JTO GbljTa
s. Aprc HaprcoBasl MO TOPTPET. ITO MEPBLIH HACTOSIUN TIOPT-
PeT, KOTOPBIH s BeTpeTniia B ambbome. [lepBoe JMIo KPymHBIM T11a-
HOM, KOTOPOE 3aHAJIO BECh Pa3BOPOT. JTO HE MTPOCTO MOPTPET, 3TO
HeuTo GoJIbliee.

Ha MeHst cMoTpesia ipeKkpacHast YJIbIOaromasicst IeByIKa ¢ He-
BEPOSATHBIMU CUSIONIMMH TJIa3aMu 1iBeta Heba. [JIMHHBIE BOJIOCH
00OpaMJISLITH JIUTIO, KOTOPOE 03apsiyia 100past U HexkHast yJbiOKa. 51 He
MOTJIa OTOPBATH B3TJISAT OT H300PasKeHUs. APUC YIMBUTETBHBIM 00-
pa3oM mepesias B PUCYHKE CBOE UCKPeHIee Terioe oTHoInemHe. He-
BO3MO’KHO TaK HAPUCOBATH TOTO, K KOMY UCTTBITBIBACIITh HETTPUS3Hb.
ABTOp TIOpPTpETA BOTLUIOTHII B CBOEH paboTe HACTOSIIYIO JIOOOBb.
VIMEHHO OHA TIPOIUTHIBAJIA PUCYHOK, HATOJHSS COOOU KasKiblil
NITPUX KapaHalia U Kaxka0e JBUKEHIE XyT0KHUKA.

Heosxupanno XJIomHyIa BXOHAS IBEPb.

— Mama!l — ycabimana s 00eCIIOKOEHHbIN Bo3riac Apuca u
MTHOBEHHO TTOYYBCTBOBAJIA ceOs1 BOPOBKOM, 3aCTUTHYTOM Ha MeCTe
pecTyIieHust. S CIeHo 3axJI0MHyIa alb00M U BCKOUMJIA M3-3a
pabovero cTosia CBOEro Myska. B 9TH ceKyH/IbI BHYTPEHHEE UyThe
[0/ICKA3bIBAJIO, UTO, ECJIU OH 3aCTAHET MeHs 37IeCh 32 IIPOCMOTPOM
3TOTO aTb0OMa, HEITPUATHOCTEN He N30EKATh.

— 41 3mech! — oTo3Basach, BHIXO/S 13 €ro KabuHeTa. Apuc Kak
pas BoIIes B KOPUAOP U UCKAJ Tla3aMu MeHs. By y Hero 6bu1 ycra-
JIBIY ¥ yIUBJIEHHBIN. — MHe cKa3amu, 4TO ThI TO3/ITHO BEPHENTbCS, —
pousHecsa s, Jejas mar eMy HaBcTpedy. Bmecto otBeta Apuc
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[IYMHO B3/IOXHYJI U TIPUTSIHYJI MeHsI K ceOe, 3apBIBIINUCH HOCOM B
MOWX BOJIOCAX.

— Marmra... — mpormenTans oH, Korfa s 00HsAIa er0 B OTBET. —
S 4yTh ¢ yMa He COIIEeN, KOT/Ia Thl CKa3asa, 4To TeOs TOXUTUIIH. —
YepHblil IpakOH OJHOU PYKOI 00XBATUI MOM Geipa M OTOPBAJ
MeHsI OT IoJia. Pa3BepHyBIINCH, OH HAIIPABUJICS B CIIAJIBHIO U YJIO-
JKIJT MEHST Ha IOty K. Kor/ia OH Jier psiiom, st IpUIBUHYIach OJin-
Ke U MTPUKAIAch K ero GOKY.

— Tebe He KapKO B 3TOM? — BO3MYTUJIACH ST, TOJIBKO ceituac 00-
paTuB BHUMaHUE HA TO, YTO APHUC OZIET B IPUBBIYHYIO YePHYIO op-
Mmy. Ha ysutie sieto, a Ha HeM ziBa cios oexibl! — PasneBatics! —
CKOMaHJIOBAJIa 5T M TIPUHSJIACH CTSATUBATH C MYy>Ka of1exx1y. OH ¢ XuT-
POii yIbIOKOI HAGII0 KA1 1 IIOMOTa/I MHe, Ho Mordas1. Hakonerr, kor-
na Apuc octasicst B OMHUX JIETKUX OPIOKAX, 5T MOJOKIIA TOTOBY
MY3KY Ha I171e90 U IPUIKaIach K Hemy. — PacckasbiBaii, — normpocu-
Ja 5. — YeM Bce 3aKOHYMIIOCH ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM ?

— Ox, Mara... — ycrajo B3/oXHYJI ipakoH. — Kak ke s ycrai
OT BCETO 9TOTO, — MOKAYAJ TOJOBO OH U MPUIKAI MeHsT K cebe T0-
kperue. — VIMiiepaTop yJeTes BMecTe co cBoell cBUTON. Bornpekn
TPAIUITUSM, HUKTO 13 oduilepoB YepHOTO KIaHa He clenal eMy
3HaKa MOYTEHUs Tiepe]] TToJIeTOM. Takoro paHblile HUKOT/IA He CIy-
ganock. U rimasmoe, st TOM06HOTO TPHKa3a He oTaaBa!

— Yro xe Temepn OyaeT? — MPOIIeNTaIa s, PACTEPSTHHO TSI/ B
notosiok. — Heyskesnn Hac ket BoitHa? VMmneparop He MpoOCTUT
MO00HO# 1EP30CTH U YHUKEHUSL.

— 51 Toxke He cOOGMPAIOCH TIPOTIATH €MY €TO IEP30CTh 1 YHIKe-
HUe Moeil KeHBI, — KeCTKO Tpou3Hec ApHC, U S HAKPbLIA €To Jia-
JIOHb CBOEIA, IPU3bIBAs [PAKOHA YCIIOKOUThCI. — OTKPBITOE BOEH-
HOE CTOJKHOBEHNE JIJIST HETO HEeBBITOHO, TaK KaK OCHOBHAsI CHJIA
cocpeztorouena y uac. /lymaio, oH 6y/er aeiictBoBarh 6oJee XUTpo
1 ITOCTapaeTcss HAaHeCTH yap 1o Moel perrytanun. HoiHenHumii mpa-
BUTEJb He U3 T€X, KTO AEHCTBYET MPIMO.

— Heysxenu Hryero Hemp3sI cieraTh? — yCTAIO B3ZOXHYJIA 5.

— Moxno, — nerko orBetust Apuc. — VMmepatop MosKeT BbI-
MOJHUTH BCE MOM TPeOOBAaHUSI KacaTeJbHO BCEX HCIIOJHUTEIEN
[IPUKa3a, BbIATh MHE UX, 8 TOTOM IPUHECTH U3BUHEHMUSL. ITO OyaeT
YAAPOM TIO €r0 CaMOJIIOOUIO U PEITYTAIIUH, HO TAKOi MOCTYIIOK CMO-
JKET TTOTACUTh BO3HUKIIMI KOH(DIMKT. MIHOTO BapranTa MUPHOTO
pa3peIIeHust CUTYallnuu 51 He BIKY.

— MHorue roBopsT, UTO Tl MOKEIITh CMECTUTD HBIHEITHETO M-
1epaTopa u 3aHATh €r0 MECTO, — OCTOPOKHO IIPOU3HECTA 51 U TYT JKe
MTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK MBITIIIBI [PAKOHA HAYATH KAMEHETH OT HaTIPsI-
JKEeHUSI.
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— Ko tebe Takoe ckazan? — Kak OH HU cTapasicst CKPBITh pa3-
JIpasKeHue U 3JI0CTh, OHU BCE PABHO IPOSIBUJIUCH B MHTOHAIUSIX.

— Kakag paznuna? 9to npasaa, Apuc? Bo3aMoKHO Ji1, 4TO Thl
csijiellib Ha TPOH?

— Her! — oTuekanms apakoH, aBasi MOHSTH, UTO 9TA TEMa €MY
KpaifHe HerpusTHA.

— Xopolio, — He cTaja HacTauBaTh 1. — A MHE MOKHO Oyer
BepHYyThCs B akajgemuio? Vau myTts Tyna 3akpeit? — I[locie Toro,
KaK MeHsI MOXUTHJIN HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO U3 CTeH OOIIEKUTHUS, BO3-
BpaIaThCs Ty/la CTPAITHO.

— 4 ceftuac pernraio 3TOT BOIPOC, — TYMaHHO OTBeTUJI Apuc. —
¥V MmeHst oueHb MHOTO BOTIpocoB k Kpacropy. ITomospesato, uto 6e3
€ro ocobHMYeCTBa 371eCh He 0001LI0Ch. Maliia, /715 TBoeil 6e3omnac-
HOCTH GyJIeT JIyUIIie OCTaThCsI B MOEM 3aMKe, HO TIpepbiBaHue 00yue-
HUSI MHOTHE MOI'YT PaCIleHUTb KakK TpycocTb. K Tomy ke Tebe peiict-
BUTEJIBHO HYKHO 00pasoBaHue, a HUTJE He yyaT Jydille, 4eM TaM,
TOHUMAETTh ?

— I kakoil BBIXOA? — He IIOHSIA .

— Kak 11 oTHOCHTITBCS K TMYHOM oXpaHe? — 3a/1a71 Apuc cTpaH-
HbIi Boripoc. S xoresa cipocutb, MoJi, a TBOI Apyr Kpucrodep u
HEKOTOpPbIe 0OOPOTHU pasBe He JOJUKHBI 3alHIATh MEHSI, HO BO-
BpeMsI IPUKycHia s3bik. [TycTh rymaert, 4To s HM 0 4eM He JI0Ta/Ibl-
BaIOCh.

— Yro ThI MMeeNTb B BU/LY 1TO/f TNYHON OXPAHON? — KaK MOYKHO
CIIOKOIHEee CIIPOCHUJIA 1.

— Mero B BUy ApaKkoHa, KOTOPBINA Beerga OyaeT PsiaoM ¢ TO-
6O, uTOOBI 3ANUTUTD, YepT... — BAPYT HAXMypPUIIcs Apuc.

— Yo Takoe? — S nmoxHssa Ha Hero rjasa.

— He xouy Hukomy T€6s1 JOBEPATH, — ¢ MPAYHBIM BAIOM IIPOU3-
Hec apakoH. — Sl HUKoMy He Bepio.

— MosxeT, HYy’KHO BBIUUCJIUTD BCEX, KTO IOMOTAJl UM ITPOHUK-
HYTbh B aKaJIeMHUI0? — MIPE/IIOJIOKUIIA 5, XOTS COMHEBAIOCH, YTO MOU
COBETBI 371eCh OKA)KYTCS TIEHHBIMU. Y ApHca ombiTa B TAKUX JieJiax
10GOJIBIIE MOETO.

— ITUM g 1 3aHUMAOCh, — B3JIOXHYJI JIpaKOH. — [JIaBHBII BO-
IIpoOC B TOM, MpuHUMAJ Jin KpacTtop B 3TOM yuacTue?

— Bpsin mu, — mokauasia roioBoit st. — OH IpyT MOEro OTIa, He
pas momoraj HaM ¥ Beerga ObLn 1o0p. S He xymalo, 4To OH MOT OT-
KPbITh BX0J moxuturesssm. OH Obl He ¢Tajl TaK HOCTYIATh.

— Hano xe, xakue y Bac, OKa3bIBaeTCs, TEIJIbIe OTHOIIEHUS C
peKkTOpoM. — Aprc CKOCUJT Ha MEHS HeZIOBOTbHBIN BT, — U yeMm
JKe OH 3aBOEBAJI TBOE JIOBEPHE, TI03BOJIb Y3HATD, IOPOTasi JKeHa?
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— Bcerna okasbiBas nofiiep:kKy, — CMyTUJIACD 5. 3a MOCTeHee
BpeMSI y3Ke ycIiesia OTBBIKHYTh OT PEBHOCTU Apuca, BOT U JISTIHYJIA
mpo Kpacropa, He nogymas. — OH Bcerja faBaj MOHSTh, YTO Ha
HEro0 MOKHO PACCUUTBIBATDH, TIOMOT 3aMSTh [I€JI0 O HAAJeHUN U
crpesibbe B Kopugope. MeHst Bejib MOTJIM HCKJIFOUHTD 32 HOIICHUE
OPY>KUSI, HO OH 3aKPBIJ HA 9TO T7Ia3a U OTPAHUYHIICS CTPOTHM TIpe-
IyIpexaenieM. 3aueM eMy MOMOTraTh MOXUTUTENIM? Y BepeHa,
Kpacrop Huuero He 3HaI.

— Hapo ke, a 060 MHE ThI ¢ TAKUM (JIATOTOBEHIEM HE OT3bIBae-
mbcst, — ¢ 061I0#1 B rosoce mpobypuan Apuc.

— TIpu yem TyT 6aroroBenne? — $1 He CMOTJIA CIIEPKATH YIIbIO-
ku. — [Ipocto Kpacrop Buyiiaer nosepue, TOJIbKO U BCETO.

— A g? PasBe s He BHyMIa10 10Bepud ? — [IpakoH Tak XUTPO MPH-
IILyPHJI TJIa33, 4TO s ¢/iBa He paccMmestiach. Hy kak peGeHOK, uecTHOE
cJ10B0!

— ThI BHyIIaeNb ONIyIeHre 3anuineHHocTu. — $1 mormaamnaa
€ro 1O IUPOKOU TPYAHU, MOJEB MATbIIEM TeMHbIE 3aBUTYITKU. —
¢l 3HaI0, YTO THI HE BCET/IA MPUCTYIIMBAEIITLCS K MOUM CJIOBaM, MHO-
TIa MOJKEIIb He TIOCTABUTh B U3BECTHOCTH O YEM-TO BAKHOM, HO THI,
Apric, Bceria roTOB 3alHUINATh MEHsI IasKe [EH0I cCOOCTBEHHOTO M0~
JIO’KEHUS. 3HACIITh, PAHBIIIE I U HE TIPEAOIaraia, YTO Paid MEHS Th
MOZKEIllb TIOUTH HA OTKPBITHIN KOH(MJINKT C CAMUM UMIIEPATOPOM!
A reriepb st cMOTPIO Ha TeOst COBEPIIEHHO NHAYE.,

Mou ciioBa He TIPOCTO yCIoOKOWIn Apuca, HO elle W HOHIIN
eMy HacTpoeHue. PaznpaskeHue u ycTajocTb HA €To JIUIEe CMEHH-
JINCHh BBIPAKEHUEM TOPJOCTH M YI0BOJIBCTBUS, CJIOBHO Y KOTA, KO-
TOPBII MTOMAJI MBI U MTOJIYYUJT TOXBATY OT XO3sIUHA.

— 51 paji, 9TO ThI OlEHWMIIA, — YJABIGHYJICSA IPAKOH U TIOTEN0BAJ
MEHsI B BUCOK. — 3aBTpa B 06¢ez1 ipubyer Kpacrop, ¥ 1o uroram Ha-
1mieit Gecestbl MBI PENINM, MOJKHO Ji Tebe BO3BpaIlaThCst B aKa/e-
MUIO. A MOKA... — UHTPUTYIOIIE TIPOTSIHYJ OH U B CJEIYIOILYIO Ce-
KYH/Iy OKa3aJiCsI CBepXY, BKUMast MEHSI B MaTPaC CBOUM TSIKEJIbIM
TesioM. ETo ry6bl HAKPBIIN MOU, a JIAJIBIIE BCE CJAMIOCH B OJIUH He-
MIPEPLIBHBIN TOTOK CTPACTH U YIOBOJBCTBUSI.

I'JIABA 3

Apuc yiuesn pano yrpom, aibboma Ha croJie yxe He ObLto. He
3HAT0, TIOHSLT JTH OH, YTO 5T €T0 JUCTATA, HO HUYETO MHe He CKa3al.
s mosBosia cebe MOHEKUTHCSA B TIOCTENN MOYTH 10 0besa, Ha-
CITAKIASICh HEXKHDBIM TIEJTKOM U OJIATOPOTHON POCKOIIIBIO, YTO HAPH-
sia BOKpyT. CoTysKaHKu MPHUIILIH, KOT/IA 5T YoKe BCTasa, U Kak 0OBIYHO
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IIOMOTIJIA MHE IIPUBECTU ceba B nopsAnoK. B TOT MOMeHT, KoT/a fie-
BYIIKH 3aIIJIETaJIH MHE KOCBI, B IBEPb TIOCTYYaJI CIyTa U COOOTITIT,
YTO MOU CYIPYT KeJIAeT MEHs BUJIETh, TPUYEM KaK MOKHO CKODee.

— Tocmoxka Gyner roToa yepes IATh MUHYT, — OTBETUJIA €MY
OJIHA U3 JIEBYIIEK, M MOJIOJON My K4rHa O€3 JIMIIHUX BOIIPOCOB y/la-
JIAJICS.

— Yro-TO MHE 3TO HEe HPABUTCS, — HACTOPOKUIACH 5. — Moxker,
YTO-TO CIYYHIIOCH? Bbl HUUero He 3HaeTe? — OPOCHUIIA 5T HA HUX Ha-
CTOPOKEHHBIH B3TJIsiA. OOBIYHO CITYKaHKKM ObIBAIOT B KypCe BCEX
CILJIETEH, KOTOPbIE IIUPKYJIUPYIOT BO JABOPIIE.

— MbI 3HaeM b, 4TO Mapy 4acoB Ha3aj pekrop Murepmaru-
4YeCKOH akageMuy IPUOBLI KO ABOPY, TOCIOXkKA, — OTBETUJIA MHE
OJIHA U3 JIeByTIIeK. — Barr cympyr JUYHO BCTPETUIT €70 U TIPOBOIHIT
B IIEPErOBOPHbBIE TIOKOU. I CMeIo TIPe/IIOJI0KUTD, YTO PEIIAeTCs BO-
IIPOC Balero oOpasoBaHuUsL.

K BusuTy Kpacropa st MOpasibHO TOTOBUJIACK, HO Cceifyac CTPaIrHo
pasBoHOBasach. CyKaHKM 3aKOJIOJU MHE KOChI HA 3aTHLIKE, COO-
PYAUB U3 HUX IIPUYY/JIUBYIO, HO OYEHb dJIeranTHylo npudecky. [ap-
1epob 11t MeHsI ObLI ysKe JaBHO I'OTOB, II09TOMY OBICTPO HAIILIOCH
HnoaxoslIee miarbe 6e3 )KyTKo Heyano6Horo kopeera. Bee a10 mpo-
11710 (DOHOM, BeJIb 51 LyMaJia TOJBKO O TOM, UTO Oy/IeT JaJiblile.

MHe 0ueHb XOUETCsI BEPUTD, YTO MX [IEPETOBOPbI TPOLLIN 6J1aro-
HPUSTHO ¥ cefidac My:K COOOIIUT MHE, YTO I MOT'Y BEPHYTHCSI K 00Y-
yeHwio. Bo3BpamaTrhcs B aKafeMUIO MOCJE BCETO CHYUUBIIETOCS
CTpalllHO, HO MOH PacCy/I0K BCe BPeMsI UCKaJI JIA3ei KU, MPUIYMbI-
Bas, Kak He JOIYyCTUTh 10400H0r0. MOKHO 3Ke 10iiMaTh Beex, KTO
MpUYacTeH K MOEMY TOKYIIeHWIO, U BBITHATh UX. APUC MOJXKET,
s 3Ha10. Ho 4o, eciiu ceityac Mue coob1aT o ToM, 4YTO BO3BPAIIaTh-
cs1 Heqb3st? A BApYT 51 omubiack U Kpacrop Bce-Taku mpuyacTeH K
Moemy noxumiennio? Cama He 3aMeTUJIa, KaK CJy;KaHKa MOjIBesa
MEHS K JIBEPSM MTEPETOBOPHBIX TTOKOEB M MTOCTYYaIa.

— Bxoaun! — ycapmmana s rosoc Apuca M TOJKHYJA JBEPb.
A yBumena Tot xe 3ai1, 4TO U BUEPa, TOJIBKO TeTlepb BMECTO UMITepa-
Topa 3/1ech cTosiy1 Kpactop, moBepHYBIINCH K OKHY U CIIENTUB PYKH
3a CIMHOW. B momelneHnn 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH HAIPSKEHUE, MEXKILY
MOUM MY>KeM U PEKTOPOM SIBHO COCTOSIIICSI HETIPUSATHBIN Pa3roBOP.

— Yro cayuynsioch? — HACTOPOKEHHO CIIPOCUJIA 5, TOTOBSCH K
CaMOMy XY/IIIEMY BapUaHTY.

— Mapwus, ayiia Most, — He ycIieJia s BOWTH ¥ COPUEHTHPOBATH-
¢, Kak Apuc TO/IOTIIesT C3a/I1 U TIOJIOKUI PYKW MHE Ha TIIedn, — y
Hac K Tebe BaxKHbII pasroBop. [eJio B TOM, 4TO y MEHSI €CTh CepPbes-
HbIe OCHOBAHNS COMHEBATHCS B YeCTHOCTH U BepHOocTH KpacTopa. —
ITpu 5THX CJI0BAaX PEKTOP 06EPHYJICSA U HarPaJnI IPAKOHA THEBHBIM
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B3ryIsizioM. — OH JKe 3aBepsieT BeeX, YTO K TBOEMY TOXUIIEHHUIO He-
MIPUYACTEH, XOTS BCE U MPOUBOIILIO B TIOBEIOMCTBEHHOM €My Y-
PEKIEHUH.

— 4 yxe yBOonMII nipefaTesid, KOTOPBINA BCTYIINJI B CTOBOP C T10-
XUTHTEJSIMHA, — HEJIOBOJIBHO MTPOU3HEC PEKTOP. — ITO TOT CAMBIil
[PENoiaBaTesib, ¢ KOTOPBIM Y BaC BbIIIE HEGOBIION KOH(MINKT Ha
sansTusaX. OH IaBHO MHE HE HPABUJICS, HO Y HETO ObLI XOPOTITHIA MO~
CJTY’KHO¥ CITUCOK. 3PsI 5 He TIOBEPUJI CBOE NHTYUIIUH, U BOT K YeMY
570 TpuBeJio. [IpuHoity Tebe cBou usBUHEHMsI. Bosibiie Takoro Ge-
300pasuist He TIOBTOPUTCSI.

— 51 3Haro, Kak BaKHO /7151 TeOst MOTyYuTh 06pasoBamie, — nepe-
6w ero Aprc. — 3Hato, YTO ThI U CaMa XOUEIlTh YIUThCSL. AKajeMust
JUIsT TeOsT Ty dIITast cpe/ia [IsT alalTaluy B HatieM Mupe. [ToaTomy st
FOTOB CJIEJIATH BCE BO3MOKHOE JIJISI TBOETO JAJIbHENIIET0 00y YeHusT,
€CJIM TOJIBKO Pedb He MIET O TBOei 6e30MacHOCTH.

— Apuc, 6aHKe K ey, — TIOTPOCHUIIA 5.

— Kpacrop xouer nputect Tebe KJISTBY BEPHOCTH, — B3I0X-
HyJ1 YepHbIi pakoH.

— Y10 9T0 3HAYUT? — HAXMYPUJIACH s1, OPOCUB HACTOPOKEHHDII
B3IJIsIJ] Ha peKTopa. Byl y Hero ObLT 0YeHb PENInTEIbHbII, CJIOBHO
OH OTBAKMJICST HA HEYTO HEBEPOSITHO BASKHOE.

— JTO 03HAYAET, YTO C MOMEHTA TIPUHECEHMS] TAHHOM KJISTBbI
OH (DaKTUIECKN CTAHOBUTCS TBOUM TIEPCOHATBHBIM TEJIOXPaHUTE-
JieM 1 0013y €eTCs1 3alUIIATE OT JIOOBIX TOCATATEIbCTB HA SKIU3Hb 1
30poBbe. Takoil BapuanT ObLI Obl UI€AIbHbBIM, 9TO PEIIAET BOIIPOC
TBOeH 6e3011aCHOCTH, eCJIu ObI He...

— Ecuut 661 He peBHOCTH TBOETO MYsKa, — nepebut ero Kpacrop,
Y TAJIBIIbl ApHca Ha MOMX TLJI€YAX CXKAJHC.

— EcJ GbI 1 MOT MOJHOCTBIO JIOBEPSITH PEKTOPY, — €/IBa CJIep-
JKUBAsICh, TIOTIPABUJT €T0 IPAKOH. — A s HE JIOBEPSIO.

— Ilouemy? — nacroposkunace 1. — Heysxenu KpacTop nan mo-
BOJl YCOMHUTBCST B CBOEU TTOPSIIOYHOCTH ?

— Om zomycTuil HOXUIleHne B CTeHaX aKaJleMUu — 9TO pas3, —
orpesas Apuc. — OH He SBISETCS YbUM-TUOO0 BACCATOM, & HECET
caryx0y kak HaemHblil corpyaauk Cotosa mpocsenienusi. Kpacrop
He TIOIYNHEH NMIIEPATOPY, TAK KaK He IPUHOCUJI eMY KJISITBBI, U, CO-
OTBETCTBEHHO, MHE OH TaKsKe HiYeM He 00s3an. Kax s Mory emy Be-
pUTH?

— U tem He MeHee 3aueM s 371eCh? — JONBITBIBANACh . Ecom
Apuc Tak HACTONYMBO TBEPNT, YTO HE BEPUT PEKTOPY, 4TO MEIIIAET
MIPOCTO OTKA3aTh eMy? 3a4eM OH TI03BAT MEHS?

— 4 Xouy ysHaTh TBOe MHEHWE, — XPHUILIO TIpousHec Apmuc-
Tapx. — Ecam Mbl mpumem mpeaoxkenue Kpacropa, ato 6yzer
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03HAYaTh, YTO C MOMEHTA ITPUHECEHNS KJIATBbI OH HE CMOKET /01Ty -
CTUTh HUKaKUX HACUJIbCTBEHHBIX JieiicTBIiT TpoTHB Tebst. Ecom emy
CTAHET U3BECTHO O TOM, YTO KTO-TO HaMepeBaeTcst TeOs TOXUTUTh
u youTh, Ol OyeT 06si3aH MPEAOTBPATUTD TPECTYIIJICHNUE, a HA-
ye — cMepThb. [1o cyTu, cBoeli KIS TBOM OH JIUIID IIPeIOCTABJISeT MHE
rapaHTUH TOTO, YTO He OyIeT MPUYACcTeH HU K KAKUM 3ar0OBOPAM.

— Taxk 370 Ke 3aMevarTesbHO, — YJIbIOHYIach 1. — B ueM moj-
BOX?

— B tom, uTo Aprcrapx ornacaeTcs 3a CBOIO TOPOCTb, — MPayHO
YIBIOHYJICS PEKTOP, TPOLOJIZKAST CMOTPETh B OKHO. — 51 00513yI0Ch
BBIMIOJIHATH HEKOTOPbIE er0 0OSI3aHHOCTH B IIJIaHE 3alUThI CBOEH
ITadar, u on nepexxusaet. [y MeHs 04eHb BaKHO, 4TOObI Thl, Ma-
pust, IpojosKaa yuedy, mosToMy s FOTOB MONTH HA ATOT HEIpo-
CTOW mIar. I roTOB Maruyecku MoJATBEPANTD, UTO He SBJISIOCH Bpa-
TOM.

— 4 npaBUJIbHO MOHUMAIO, YTO, €CJIN 4 TI0TA/Y B OTIACHYIO CUTY-
aINIo, BB ATOTO HUKAK He MOYyBCTBYyeTe?

— YBbI, HET, — TIOKAJ TIJIEYaMH PEKTOP. — Peub ujeT Juiib o
TOM, 4TO 51 He CMOTY Tipefarth Tebst. Bot u Bce.

— CornacHa Ha Takoii BapuaHT. — S 3alpoKUHYJIa TOJIOBY U T10-
cMoTpesia B uio Apucy. — A Tbi?

— 4 comueBatoch. — Cy/Is 110 €ro B3TJISILY, IPAaKOH CEPHE3HO T10-
IyMbIBAaeT HaJl TeM, YTOOBI OTKA3aThCsI OT BCell 910l 3aTen. — Uyio,
YTO YTO-TO 3/IECh HE TaK.

— Ilepectanb, — pasapaskeHHO MTOMOPIIUICS PEKTOP. — TBos
MHUTEJIBHOCTD IIEPEXOIUT Bee rpanuiibl! B KoHIe KOHIIOB, 9TO 5 Ha-
cTanBaro Ha MoJOOGHOM BapUaHTe, XOTsI MHe OH KpailHe HEBBITO/IEH,
a ThI ellle UMeelllb HarJIoCTh OTKPBITO COMHEBATBCS BO MHe!

— CuwuTaelib, y MEHS HET Ha 9TO NPUYUH? — J[pakon MeTHYJI Ha
HETO OCTPBIIA B3TJIS/, U B 3aJI€ TIOBHCJIA HATIPSKEHHAS TUITMHA.

— Apuc, na BueMm nien0?! — B3opBasach . — Yem MbI prcKyeM?

— T HE ckazan el T1aBHOTO, — B3/10XHYJT Kpactop. — Mt ripo-
BeJIeM PUTYAJ He C Marueil IpakoHoB. Mbl Oy1eM UCITO/Ib30BaTh Ma-
THIO JIEMOHOB.

— IMouemy? — onemmia . — IIpu yeM TyT 1emMoHbI?

— TIpu ToM, uto KpacTop HAMOJOBUHY JIEMOH, — CKBO3b 3y0bI
MIPOIIE/INI MOI MY3K, — M €My JIOCTYITHBI JINTIb IEMOHUYECKHE KJIAT-
BBI.

— lemon? OH? — pacTepssHHO TIpoJierieTasna s, CMOTPsI Ha pek-
TOpa TaK, Oy/ITO BUXKY €T0 B TIEPBBIi pas.

CTpaHHoO, HO paHblile 5 He 33j1aBajiach BOIIPOCOM, K KaKoil pace
otaocutcs Kpactop. OH SIBHO He IPAaKOH — HE Te TeJTOCTOKEeHNE 1
pocT, HO ¥ Ha 4ejoBeka He TaHeT. OT pekTopa MCXoauia ocobas
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aypa Marn4ecKOil CHJIBbI U CTPAHHOM, HeOObICHUMOI IIPUTSTaTe b+
Hoctu. OH BHYIIAJ JIOBEPUE B3TJISIOM U CJIOBOM, TIPU BCEM JKeJia-
HUW s He CMOTJTa ObI TOBEpUTH, uTo Kpactop — mpenaress.

— HanosoBuHy seMOH, HATOJOBUHY IPaKOH, — YJIBIOHYICS
MmHe pekrop. Kazanock, ceifuac OH THXO 00aBUT «KaK U Thi», HO B
3aJ1e BOIapUJI0Ch MOTYAHNE.

— A pasBe HeJb3sl TPUHECTH TOAOOHYIO KISTBY... 3-9-9...
[I0-ZIPAKOHBEMY? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHJIA 4.

— Boobiite MOXKHO, HO KOHKPETHO OH HE MOMKET, — (DBIPKHYJI
Apuc, 6pocuB Ha peKkTopa Mpe3pUTebHbIN B3TIsAL. — JlemMonunue-
CKasl TI0JIOBMHA B HEM OKa3asach CUJIbHee IPaKOHbe!, U Hallla Ma-
TUS IAETCS eMY C TPYIOM.

Haepnoe, Bo3HUKIIMI B MO€ll T0JI0Be BOIIPOC BbIPA3UJICs Ha
Jmie: «A Kak ke Tor/la OH CTajl PeKTOPOM aKa/leMUuH, B KOTOPO
yuarcst IpakoHbI?» Kpactop yJblOHyICS U TPOUBHEC:

— 41 He Mory mosB30BaTHCS ATOM Marueil, HO s MIPEKPACHO ee
qyBCTBYIO. IMEHHO 9T0 HEOGXOAMMO XOPOIIEMY TIPEoIaBaTesio —
yYMeTb HAITPaBUTh Maruio y4eHUKa B Hy>kHOe pycJio. Y xoTs MHOTHe
JIPAKOHBI HE XOTSIT 3TOTO IPU3HABATh, HO IEMOHWYECKAST U J[PAKO-
Hbg Maruy He TaK y’K CUJIbHO OTJIMYAIOTCS 110 CTPYKTYPe.

— Heoxxupanno, — KMBHYJIA 5, OTBO/A B3IJIAL. A 4-TO lyMaa,
YTO JIEMOHBI U IPAKOHBI — BParu M HU OJINH JIEMOH HE MOKET He TO
YTO 3aHUMATh PYKOBOJSAIILYIO IOJIKHOCTH, HO U TIPOCTO HAXOIUTHCS
Ha trepputopun nmiepun. He Bce Tak IpOCTO, Kak 0Ka3auiocCh.

— OcraBb HAc HEHA/OJIrO, — IIpUKa3al ApUC CBOEMY T'OCTIO,
U TOT C HEOXOTOH, HO TogunHmWICA. — S He 3HAIO0, KaKoe peleHue
TIPUHSATD, — MIPU3HAJICS MHE MY’K 1 OITyCTHJICS B Kpecso. — S He f10-
BepsIo eMy, Y MeHsS HeT HMKaKOl BO3MOKHOCTH KOHTPOJIMPOBATD
puUTYyas MpUHECeHUs KJATBBI. [71e TapaHThs, 4TO OH HE HABPEAUT
Tebe?

— Apuc, aTo raymo! 3auem eMy BpeIUTh MHE, KOT/Ia TIPU MaJiek-
meM HefopasyMeHuu Bee OyayT aymarh Ha Hero? Ciyduch duTo,
U TBI TYT jke 06BuHUIL KpacTopa. Y BepeHa, OH He c/ieJlaeT HUJero,
YTO MOKET XOTsSI OBl TMIIOTETHYECKI HaBPEAUTh MHe. XOTst Obl U3
YYBCTBA CAMOCOXPAHEHUSI.

— Kakoe nopasurensnoe nosepue k Kpacropy! — Bross B Apu-
ce B3bITpajia PeBHOCTD. — Y IMBUTENBHO, 1 KOT/A BbI YCIIEJIN C HUM
Tak OJIM3KO MOOOIIATHCS, YTO ThI GEPENIbCsT MPEACKA3bIBaTh €ro
neiicteusi? Bosee Toro, Th 6€3 KoJIeGAHUN TPUHUMAEIITH OT HEro
KJISITBBI, KOTOPbIE TOHUMAET OH o/iuH! Mairia, 1a 4To OH cieJiat, 4To
TBI TaK TETLJIO O HEM OT3BIBAETITBCS ?
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— 4 rebe yske roBOpuIIa, — 3aKaTHIIA IJIa3a s ¥ IPUceia Ha TT0/1-
JIOKOTHUK, 0OHsIB Apuca 3a rieurt. — OH IposBJIs ceOst Kak Iops-
JIOYHBIN W YeCTHBIN YeJI0... B CMBICTE, IPAKOAEMOH.

— IloHsTHO, — OTpe3as ApUC 1 ¢JIeTKa CTYKHYJI KYJIAKOM TI0 TTO/T-
JIOKOTHUKY KpecJia. — 3HAUUT, ThI COTJIACHA HA KJISITBY BEPHOCTH?

— 4 He BMIXKY Cepbe3HBIX OCHOBAHUI OTKA3bIBATHCS OT ITOTO
npetokeHust. A Thbi?

Apuc orBeri He cpasy. C MUHYTY OH MoJIuajl, HepBHO Gapaba-
HsI TTAJIBIIAMU 110 Kpecary. Sl 4yBCTBOBaJIa, 4TO IPAKOH KpaliHe pas-
JIpazkeH, HO eMy HeoOXOIMMO IIPUHATH pelierre. OH MOHUMAET, 4TO
obOpasoBaHyie MHe HeOOXOAUMO, a 9TO caMoe riasHoe. Mor Beib
MIPOCTO 3aMPETUTh BO3BPAIIATHCS K yuehe Mo IPeIoroM Hebe30-
MAacHOCTH, HO HE CTaJl.

— 1 6orock, — HeoKMAAHHO TpUsHascs Apuctapx. — Borocs,
YTO YTO-TO YILYILY U HOABEPrHY TeOsI ONACHOCTL.

— Apuc, — 51 CKJIIOHWJIACh K MY’KY U TIOIIEJIOBaJIa €ro B IIEKY, —
B Tebe rOBOPUT PeBHOCTD. Bee OymeT xopoio.

— JlajgHo, — HEZOBOJIBHO OYPKHYJI OH, JIOBKO MOHMAaB MOIO Jia-
JIOHb CBOUMMU TasbllaMu. — Putyas nmposesieM Ha paccBeTe. Maira,
HO €CJTM XOTb YTO-TO TIONIET He TaK, €CJIM XOTDb KaKasi-TO MeJI0Yb 110-
KasKeTcsl MHE TTOJI03PUTENILHOI, S TYT XKe Bce TpepBYy. [IoHATHO?

— Jla, — MypJIBIKHYJIA 5, YTKHYBIIHUCH IEKON B €0 MAaKYIITKY.

— Xopor11o, — y/I0BJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJ ApHc. — A Tenepb Uiu.
51 ocBoboKyCh Omske K Beuepy. Obelnaii MHe, 4TO K 9TOMY BPeMEHHU
Bce o6oiizercs 6e3 IPOUCLIECTBUN ¢ TBOMM YYaCTUEM, — U OJAPUJI
MEHST B3TJISI/IOM CTPOTOTO OTI[A, KOTOPBII YCTAJ OT TIPOKa3 A04YepH.

— 41 mocrapaioch, — yibibHyJIach emy. — Ho eciu Tbl He Tipu-
JIETITh BEYepoM, Halll yTOBOp aHHy IupyeTcst!

— Tlo pykam! — B sHak saksouenus caeaxu Apucrapx ciabo
MOKaJl MHE PYKY, HO, TIO €TO OILYIIEeHUSAM, CKOPee TTOTJIa/ ML,

4 BpINTA U3 3a71a, 3aCTaB B KOPUOPE JIUIIb CBOIO CJIY/KAHKY.
Kpacropa no6imsoctyt He ObLIO BUIHO.

Kak u oberan Apuc, putyas IpoBeid Ha paccBere. YepHBbil
JPAKOH TO/IHSIT MEHS ¢ TIOCTEJTH HU CBET HU 3apsi, XOTs sT OTOUBA-
JIach IO TIOCJIE/THETO U TIPOCUJIA aTh MHE MTOCIIATh €Ille YyTh-UyTh.
JlaBHEHbKO MeHsI He TIOZHUMAJIU TaK paHo. Moil opraHusM HaCcTO-
JIBKO CHJIBHO HE JKeJIAJ IIPOCBINATHC, YTO JaXKe B TOT MOMEHT, KOT-
Jla ApHic CXBaTWJI MEHS 3a TIJIeYN W MTOCTABUJI HA HOTH, ST HE CMOTJIa
Pa30MKHYTbH BEKH.

— Mapus! — HeoxxniaHHO TPOMKWH 1 HU3KUH PBIK PaKoHa 3a-
CTaBWJI MEHsI B3/I[POTHYTH U pocHyThesd. — Het Bpemenu! [Ipocsr-
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maiics ceifuac jke WU s OTMEHSIIO PUTYAT, U TOT/IA Thl OCTAEIIbCS B
MOEM JIBOPIIe Ha HeOIpeleJIEHHbBIN CPOK.

— Her, — GbicTpo ipobGopMoOTalia 1, poTupast riaasa. — 51 mpo-
CHYJIaCh.

— Berom B Bannyio, — ckomMaHjioBas Apuc.

Crycrst mosruaca UepHblii IpaKoH yiKe BeJl MEHST B [O/I3€MEJIbe
3amka. OH 0UeHb HEPBHUYAJ, I YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BHYTPEHHE OH T10-
PBIBAETCS OTMEHUTH BCIO 3aTel0 C KJISATBO, HO HE JIETTaeT 3TOTO
u3-3a MeHs1. Y MeHsI HeT HUKAaKUX MPUYUH He 10BepsiTh Kpactopy,
BCe BpeMs 5T BIJIesIa OT HETO JIUIIb XOpoliee. ApUCTapX OTHOCUTCS K
PEKTOPY MPEIB3STO U3-32 €r0 IPOUCXOXKIEHIIS, HO BEJIb 9TO TIIYIIO.
[IpoucxoxeHne He TapaHTUPYET TOTO, YTO YeJOBeK (MU JIEMOH,
He BayKHO) CTaHeT 3710/ieeM. MBI caMU OTIpe/iesisieM CBOIO Cy/Ib0Y.

Apmuc KperKo cxkaj MOIO PYKY U CTYIIHII Ha Y3KY10 BUHTOBYIO Jie-
CTHHILY, KOTOPas OCBeIasach peakumu (axenamu. Mbl cirycka-
JIUCB TIO Heli Bce HIsKe U HuKe. [TOHSITHO, 4TO ATa JIECTHUIIA YXOIUT
riybGOKO IO/ 3eMJII0, HA CaMble HU3KKE YPOBHU JBopiia YepHOoro
kiIaHa. S crapasjach He IymMarb O TOM, YTO Ha/l HAMU HAXOJAUTCS
MHOTOTOHHBII JIBOPEIl, ¥ BCE BPEMsT HATIOMUHATA cebe, UTo, ake
€CJIU ST OCTYILTIOCh, APHC TIOMIMAEeT MEHST U He IaCT PACIIuOUTh TOJIO-
By 00 OCTpbIe yIJIBI CTymenedt. J[ymaio, maxke ecau Ha HAC PyXHET
JIBOPEIL, OH C/IEJIAET BCE, UTOOBI I BBIKUIIA.

Hakomern xyTkast y3kasi JeCTHHUIIA 3aKOHYMJIACH U Mbl OKa3a-
JIUChH B HeGOJIbIIOM TOHHETE. T10JT 311eCh OBLT 3¢MJISTHOM, KaMEHHBIE
CTeHbI YCUJIMBAJIU OIIYIIIEHUE, YTO Mbl HAXOAUMCS B CKJIeTe. JTO
OYeHb KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO ¢ 6OTaThIM YOPAHCTBOM J[BOPIIA. 3aMETHB
MoOe yIuBJIeHre, APHC TTOSICHU:

— It moio6GHBIX PUTYAJIOB JIyYIlle BCETO MOAXOIUT 3EMJIs,
B OyKBaJIbHOM cMbicjie. OHa JIydiiuii IPOBOHUK Maruu. 1103To-
My... — OH c/ies1a HeCKOJIBKO ITaroB, CBEPHYJI 32 YTOJ, Tala MeHsT
3a co0Oii.

Y MeHs1 HEITPOU3BOJIBHO BBIPBAJIOCH HEIIEH3YPHOE BOCKJIUIIAHLE,
KOI7Ia s1 Ha KOPOTKOE BPEMsI TOTEPsIIa KOHTPOJIb HaJl COO0M. ITO Ke Ta
camasl Tieliepa, B Kotopoii Apuc mposoaust Opaunbiii putyas! Tor ke
KaMEHHBII aJITapb, T€ JKe MpayHble CTEHDI, YTO HAITyTaJIl MEHS JI0 TI0-
JIYCMEPTH B MOMEHT TOSIBJIEHHS B 3TOM MHpe. JTO ITOMeIleHe Bpe3a-
JIOCh B MOIO TIAMSTh HABCET/IA, KAK U Te YyBCTBA, KOTOPBIE 5T TOT/IA ¥C-
MIBITBIBAJIA CTPAX, YAUBJICHIE, AO0COTIOTHAS GECTIOMOIITHOCTb.

— T ckBEpHOCIOBUIITL? — M3YMJIEHHO CITPOCHI Apuc, HO ero
BOTIPOC $1 JIa’Ke HE CPasy YCJIBINIANA, TPONOJIKAS B M3yMJIEHUU
CMOTPETH Ha MECTO, T/le HAYaJIICh He0OPATUMbIE U3MEHEHVST B MOEHT
xusnu. He mymasa, 9to 570 cioco6HO BEIOUTH MeHs U3 Kosen. OT-
Yero-To cpasy CHeJanoch HeBeposTHO 60JbHO. Ceituac s1 0OTUETIMBO
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0CO3HAJIA: UMEHHO B 3TOM MECTE MOSI KU3Hb PA3/IeINIACh HA <[0» 1
«tocney». — Mamal — Ot okpuka Apurca s TOANPBITHYJIA HA Mec-
Te. — MHe MoCIbIIaIoCh WK Thl Pyrajiach?!

— 4... — npomenraia, mbITasgich cobparbesi ¢ MbicasiMu. Ho
BJIPYT TIPOCTPAHCTBO TTPOH3UJT 3HAKOMBII TOJIOC.

— A g Bac 3askpancs! — Kpactop BBIHBIPHYJ U3 TEHU U TIOSTBUJI-
4 HIepejl HAMU B TEMHOM OJIESTHUH, KOTOPOe OOTSTHBAJIO €ro Kperi-
KyIo purypy. — /laBafiTe HauHEeM.

— 3nech? — Bce HUKAK He MOTJIa CMUPUTHCA . B 9TOM TeMHOM
3aJie, T/ie TAXJI0 CIPOCTHIO, KOTIOTHIO M OCTaTKaMU OIATOBOHUN €
anTaps, Bce HAITOMUHAJIO MHE O TOM Y3Kace, YTO S TIePeKIBaa B MO-
MeHT OPavHOTO PUTYyAJIA.

— Y10 ¢ TO6OII? — NPUILYPHUICI PEKTOP, ¢ OECIIOKOUCTBOM
BIJISIIBIBASICH B MOE JIUTI0. — Ecyin Tebe HEXOPOIIO, MbI MOJKEM OT-
JIO’KUTb...

— Her! — 4 pemutesnbHO MOTHYJIA FOJIOBOI, CTapasch OTOTHATD
Bce 1ioxue Mbicau. — JlaBaiite npuctynum. S crpasiioch.

— Jla B uem J1esio-TO? — HUKAK He MOT IMOHATh Apuc, TJisjis Ha
MEHSI ¢ YAWBJIeHEeM. B3IJIsTHYB B €ro TJ1a3a, sl TIOHSLIA, YTO IPAKOH
HCKPEHHE HEeJIOYMEBAET, TI0YeMy MHe He 110 cebe, a B TTyOrHe Iy
1 BOBCE TOTOB OTYMTATh MEHSI.

— Yt0 oT MeHst TpebyeTcsa? — CIPOcHIa s, TIOBEPHYB TOJIOBY K
Kpacropy.

— Toinem!

Msrkue nasmblibl peKTopa KOCHYJIMCh MOl JIaJIoH!, U OH TTOBEJ
MeHsI BIIYOb TTOI3EMHOTO 3aJ1a PUTYAJIOB. APHC HEXOTST PasyKall [ajlb-
Ibl X OTIIYCTUJI MOIO PYKY, IIIyMHO BBIZIOXHYB BO3/YX Yepe3 HO3/IPH.
S1 ayBCTBOBAMA €TO B3IJIsA, YTO GYPaBUJI MHE CITHHY, HO He 0OepHY-
Jiach. Borock, eci Mbl ¢ HUM 1TOpyTraeMcsi, MOM HepBbl He BblIepiKar.

Kpactop nozBest MeHd K ajiTapio, 32 KOTOPBIM B IIPOILJIBII pa3
CTOSLI IIPECTapeiblil JKPell, IPOBOAMBIIUN OPaYyHyIO ILIEPEMOHMIO.
Pexrop BcTas ¢ 01HOM CTOPOHBI KAMEHHOTO IIOCTAMEHTA, 2 MeHs 110-
CTaBWJI TOYHO HAITPOTUB. APHC CTOSJ BO3JI€ BXO/IA U UTO-TO HEZIOBO-
JIBHO BOpYAJI, HO S He obpaliaia Ha aTo BHUMaHusa. Kpactop 1o u
JieJ10 Gpocasl Ha MeHsT BHUMATEJIbHBIE B3TJISI/IbI, OT KOTOPBIX CTAHO-
BUJIOCH He TI0 cebe. ITOT MysKUnHA GY/ITO MBITATICS TOHITD, O YeM S
JIlyMaio, HO caMa 5 OTKPBIBATHCS HE CIETITNIIA.

— 3ro TouHO GesonacHo? — crpocus Apuc, o6pamasich K pek-
Topy. Buz y Hero Gbli1 MpauHee TyY.

— AGcouoTHO, — yJaIbIOHYIcs KpacTop v OCMOTpEST Ha MEHS. —
Haunem! — OH, npe/iiarasi, IpoTSHYJ MHE PYKY.

— Yt0 or MeHst Tpebyercsi? — Sl He clennia BbIIOJHATH €T0
6E3MOJIBHYIO TIPOCHOY.





